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MP says quick solution needed after G4S ousted 

CALL FOR ACTION 
OVER JAIL CRISIS 


Report by Richard Guttridge 

A WALSALL MP has called for 
Birmingham Prison to be put 
back into private-sector con¬ 
trol as soon as possible, after 
G4S was stripped of control 
of the Winson Green jail. 

Eddie Hughes, MP for Walsall 
North, said a quick solution to the 
crisis now needed to be found. 

Mr Hughes said it was 
not the Government’s job 
to be running prisons, but 
added that if G4S was not 
capable of running pris¬ 
ons - which also includes 
Oakwood near Wolver¬ 
hampton - then they 
should be stopped. 

Ministers took the ex¬ 
treme step of interven¬ 
ing amid a growing crisis 
at HMP Birmingham, 
which has been engulfed 
by a culture of drugs and 
violence. Head of the prisons watchdog Peter 
Clarke described the jail as the worst he had 
ever been to. There were 1,147 assaults, includ¬ 
ing fights, there in 2017, more than any other 
prison in England and Wales that year, while 
there was also a large-scale riot involving 600 
inmates the previous year. 

Mr Hughes said: “The Government, regard¬ 
less of whether it is private-sector control, has 
an obligation to ensure the safety of staff and 
inmates. Although I do hope they will be able 
to come to an arrangement and get somebody 
else back in, the Government’s job shouldn’t 
be running prisons on a day-to-day basis and 
I hope they get to a position where it can be 
contracted out. 

“I don’t disagree with the idea of private sec¬ 
tor involvement but it is about doing the job 
efficiently and effectively.” 

On whether G4S was fit to continue running 
prisons, he added: “Prisons all have unique 
circumstances. I don’t think you can say just 
because one is providing a particular level of 
service they should be automatically excluded 
from running prisons, but if they are not meet¬ 
ing the requirements that they are contractu¬ 
ally obliged to then they should be removed.” 



MAN INJURED AFTER CAR SMASHES INTO WALL 



The dramatic aftermath of the BMW’s collision with a wall next to Broadway West in Walsall, in which a man was injured 


AN injured man was taken to hospital after 
a car smashed into a wall next to a busy road 
in Walsall. An air ambulance was sent to the 
scene and Broadway West was closed after 
the crash happened near the junction of Alex¬ 
andra Road shortly after 4pm on Friday. 

A man in his 20s was taken to hospital with 
a head injury, West Midlands Police said, and 
he was discharged the following day. 

Officers are now investigating the smash 


after reports that the car was stolen. Photos 
taken in the aftermath of the crash showed 
a badly damaged coupe straddling the pave¬ 
ment next to an uprooted tree and a brick 
wall with a section missing. 

Debris, including a wheel and a wing 
mirror, was strewn across the road, which 
remained closed for several hours. An ambu¬ 
lance, paramedic officer and air ambulance 
were all sent to the scene. A West Midlands 


Police spokesman said: “Officers were called 
to Broadway West in Walsall today at around 
4.15pm to a traffic collision where a car had 
crashed into a tree. An investigation is under 
way and anyone with information is asked to 
call police on 101, quoting incident number 
1702 of August 17.” 

A West Midlands Ambulance Service 
spokesman said: “We were called to reports 
of a car that had collided with a wall.” 


CRIME 

Raiders distract 
elderly woman 

AN elderly woman was targeted by bur¬ 
glars who entered her home and stole cash 
from her. 

The distraction burglary took place in 
Sutton Road, Walsall, while the resident 
was waiting for furniture to be delivered to 
her house. 

She saw the two men outside and think¬ 
ing they were connected to the delivery 
invited them in before one kept her dis¬ 
tracted while the other searched the house. 

West Midlands Police are warning resi¬ 
dents to be vigilant. Both of the men are 
described as having Liverpudlian accents. 

Anyone with information about the in¬ 
cident on Friday should call 101 quoting 
reference 20WS/187723H/18. 

PLANNING 

Renovation for 
mosque refused 

MAJOR renovation plans at a mosque 
in Walsall have been refused. 

Under the plans, Aisha Mosque in 
Rutter Street would have a new ladies 
wing and dining area while improve¬ 
ments would be made to the car park¬ 
ing and minaret. 

But Walsall Council planning officers 
refused the plans on the grounds that it 
would have ‘overbearing and detrimen¬ 
tal impacts’ on neighbours adding that 
it would bring ‘noise and disturbance’. 

COUNCIL 

Reception revamp 
gets green light 

THE reception area of Walsall’s historic 
Council House is set to be given a new 
lease of life - with plans for new security 
measures on entry. 

Plans for a new reception desk and 
counter as well as a security barrier at the 
listed Council House have been approved. 
The new reception will be located in a po¬ 
sition so that visitors are greeted by staff 
face-on, instead of at 90 degrees. 


INSIDE 
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Met build bill soars by another £300m 



THE Government is to spend 
more than £300 million of tax¬ 
payers’ money to finish work on 
the stalled Midland Metropoli¬ 
tan Hospital at Smethwick, with 
work getting under way this au¬ 
tumn. 

It will take the final bill for the 
hospital to more than £500 mil¬ 
lion when it opens in 2022 - four 
years later than first planned. 

In the meantime urgent re¬ 
pairs and weather proofing work 
is needed at the site, which has 
stood idle since building company 
Carillion collapsed in January. 
Up to £20 million will be spent 
over the coming months to secure 
the site from further weather 


damage before the winter. 

Despite the best efforts of 
maintenance staff to protect 
the vast site from the worst of 
the wind and rain over the last 
seven months, some areas inside 
are suffering from mould where 
water has seeped in. A hand¬ 
ful of former Carillion workers 
have been kept at the site by the 
Sandwell & West Birmingham 
NHS Trust. 

Rob Maiden, the former safety 
manager on the construction 
site, said all plasterboarding in 
the building would need to be 
checked for damp to ensure there 
was no further risk of mould. 

“Some of it will have to be re¬ 


placed, along with some of the 
building materials that have run 
out of date, like the adhesives, 
and some of the metalwork that 
won’t be able to be salvaged,” he 
said. 

A 29-year Carillion veteran and 
a member of the core team at the 
Midland Met site since before 
construction started three years 
ago, he admitted it had been “sad 
and really frustrating” to see 
work on the project stalled for so 
many months. 

But there was an enthusiastic 
reception for the Government’s 
decision to directly pay for work 
to complete the two-thirds built 
hospital. 


Football club farewell 


to 'true legend' Brian 



The Pics’ team after they won the Walsall Senior Cup in 1965, with Brian, front, holding the trophy 


RUSHALL Olympic Football Club have 
paid tribute to the club’s honorary 
president Brian Greenwood, who has 
died at the age of 78. 

Mr Greenwood, known to many by his 
nickname ‘Soss’, was one of the club’s ‘Mag¬ 
nificent Seven’ who brought the club back to 
Rushall in the 1970s. 

He is also being remem¬ 
bered by the club who have 
renamed their boardroom 
‘The Brian Greenwood 
Suite’ in honour of the 
man who dedicated more 
than half-a-century of his 
life to the Pics as player, 
committee member, chair¬ 
man and honorary presi¬ 
dent. 

Mr Greenwood was born 
and bred in Brownhills and 
began playing for the Pics 
in the early 1960s. 

He went on to amass 489 
appearances for the club in 
the 1960s before becoming a member of the com¬ 
mittee and then chairman, a position he held for 
a number of years. A club obituary recalled Mr 
Greenwood as “undoubtedly one of life’s true 
gentlemen and a dear friend to all who knew him, 
but most of all he was a real character who you 
couldn’t help but warm to.” 

Cornerstone 

It added: “He was unquestionably the corner¬ 
stone of Rushall Olympic Football Club for many 
years and without the foundations he laid in 
place through his tireless work behind the scenes 
in years gone by, the Pics certainly wouldn’t be 
where we are today.” 

The club held a minute’s silence to honour Mr 
Greenwood at their opening Evo-Stik Central 
League match against Banbury United last week¬ 
end and current club chairman John Allen remem¬ 


bered Mr Greenwood as one of the ‘greats’ of the 
West Midlands football scene. 

“Without Brian Greenwood, there probably 
wouldn’t even be a Rushall Olympic today,” said 
Mr Allen. “He was one of our Magnificent Seven 
who brought the club back to Rushall and to our 
home in Dales Lane. He was the catalyst for where 
we are today. 

“Brian’s presence within the club was every¬ 
where, he will be talked about for a lot of years to 
come as a great man in Rushall’s history but also 
of West Midlands football in general. 


“He gave more than 50 years’ service to this 
football club and we will be forever indebted to 
him. He was a true legend for this club.” 

Mr Greenwood leaves a widow, Margaret, who 
herself has a long association with Rushall Olym¬ 
pic on the ladies’ committee. They have four 
children; Neil, Boyd, Sean and Sarah, as we as 
grandchildren. 

Mr Greenwood’s funeral was due to be held at 
Streetly Crematorium, in Little Hardwick Road, 
yesterday, Wednesday, at 11.15am, followed by a 
wake at his beloved Dales Lane. 



Brian in later life 


Authority to 
hold skills 
workshops 

THE West Midlands Combined Author¬ 
ity will look to target 16 to 24-year-olds 
with its latest employment scheme. 

Workshops are set to be held in Bir¬ 
mingham this summer as part of the pi¬ 
loted Transition to Work scheme. 

The authority will look to tackle youth 
unemployment and boost opportunities 
for youngsters across the region. 

Throughout the workshops young 
people will be asked for their views on 
the help, support and opportunities they 
get to find jobs after turning 16. 

Mayor of the West Midlands, Andy 
Street, said: “Levels of youth unemploy¬ 
ment remain stubborn - which is why 
getting more young people into work is 
one of our key priorities. 

“These workshops give young people 
an opportunity to help shape how this 
pilot will work - it’s vital we get their 
input to ensure the programme works 
for them.” 

The scheme, which comes as part of 
the Inclusive Economy Partnership, 
will see a total of four workshops taking 
place this month. For more information 
visit: www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/youth-em- 
ployment-uk-cic-6678688841 

Pub to be renamed 
after ex-mayor Bill 

A WEDNESBURY pub is set to be re¬ 
named the William Archer after the for¬ 
mer mayor and long-serving councillor. 

Amber Taverns have recently taken 
over the George Inn, in Upper High 
Street, and appealed on Facebook for a 
new name for the venue. 

Residents voted in favour of naming it 
after Mr Wednesbury, Bill Archer - who 
passed away in June aged 91. Mr Archer 
served as a Tory councillor for 36 years 
and was Sandwell mayor between 2005 
and 2006. He retired in 2010 aged 83. 

His daughter, Councillor Elaine Costi- 
gan, said the family were overwhelmed 
by the gesture - as her sister Linda, who 
died 17 years ago, had also worked at the 
pub. She said: “It is great for our superb 
town Wednesbury - the place that dad 
loved.” 

Travellers moved 
off playing fields 

TRAVELLERS who caused problems for 
concerned residents have been moved 
on from Rushall Playing Fields. 

Around seven caravans moved onto 
the site off Rowley Place, Walsall, 
on Monday and frustrated residents 
claimed they were too scared to use the 
park. One resident claimed they had 
been threatened. Walsall Council re¬ 
ceived a court order on Friday to move 
the travellers along from the site. 

A Walsall Council spokesman said a 
court order to re-secure the land had 
been obtained and had been subse¬ 
quently served. 
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Town centre 
'dying', says 
councillor in 
Hi&S's wake 

URGENT action must be taken to 
tackle closing shops in a ‘dying’ town 
centre, a councillor claims. 

Photos of 16 empty units emerged 
on Twitter in an attempt to expose 
the state of the high street by Coun¬ 
cillor Doug James. 

He said young people are drifting 
away from Walsall because of shops 
closing meaning there is nowhere for 
them to work and they spend their 
money elsewhere. 

It comes as Marks and Spencer left 
the high street on August 11 after 
being there for more than 80 years. 

Two years prior to that, BHS left 
the town centre and the unit has re¬ 
mained empty since except for when 
a Christmas pop-up shop occupied the 
space during the festive season. 

He said: “I took photos of 16 empty 
units in Park Street and in the Sad¬ 
dlers Centre which was during a 
10-minute walk. 

“That is only skimming the surface, 
there is a lot more. 

“There is a serious problem of a 
meltdown of shopping in Walsall. Ur¬ 
gent action needs to be taken because 
Park Street is dying. 

“We need to open our eyes and see 
how bad the situation is. I do not see 
any urgency to bring people together 
to discuss this huge problem. We need 
to make this a place where people can 
invest. 

“We might need to look at a subsidy 
that will help to develop small busi¬ 
nesses.” 

Walsall Council leader Mike Bird 
announced last month that the coun¬ 
cil are developing a Walsall Town 
Centre Masterplan but it will not be 
produced until the end of March 2019. 

The plan aims to ‘secure a brighter 
future’ for the town centre. 

Ramblers head 
out for weekend 

THE Walsall Group of the Ramblers 
are heading out on Saturday for a 
short walk of about four miles at Mid¬ 
dleton Lakes. 

More information can be obtained 
from the Walk Leader on 07747 775 
812, and is part of a programme of 
short Saturday walks that run fort¬ 
nightly, aimed at those who are either 
new to walking or haven’t walked for 
a while. 

Meanwhile, the more hardy will 
be heading to Hallaton, near Market 
Harborough, for a 9.9 mile circular 
walk on Sunday August 26. 

This is a moderate, undulating walk 
passing through four villages 

Non-members are always welcome. 
More information can be obtained 
from the walk leaders on 01922 
691167. 


Store safe as Homebase swings axe 



Safe - Wolverhampton’s Homebase 


THE Oldbury store has escaped the 
axe as Homebase pressed ahead with 
a wave of closures that will see 42 DIY 
outlets shut, putting around 1,500 
jobs at risk. 

Further afield Solihull and Droit- 
wich will lose their branches in the 
latest cull, but the stores in Oldbury, 
and nearby Wolverhampton, Can¬ 
nock, Kidderminster, Telford and 
Birmingham have all been spared. 

The retailer is closing the stores via 
a Company Voluntary Arrangement, 
an insolvency procedure used by 
struggling firms to shut under-per¬ 


forming shops. Homebase boss Da¬ 
mian McGloughlin said: 

“Homebase has been one of the 
most recognisable retail brands for 
almost 40 years, but the reality is 
we need to continue to take decisive 
action to address the under-perfor¬ 
mance of the business and deal with 
the burden of our cost base, as well as 
to protect thousands of jobs.” 

The firm said it would try to rede¬ 
ploy affected staff. The CVA will re¬ 
quire the support of landlords. 

It was reported in June that Home- 
base was exploring further store clo¬ 


sures through the procedure. The 
latest restructuring would come on 
top of a store closure programme 
being carried out since February. 

Sixteen Homebase stores have been 
shut this year and the business has 
also axed 303 jobs at its head office 
in Milton Keynes. Homebase could 
see some resistance from landlords to 
the CVA, with the property industry 
expressing disdain for the procedure, 
saying it leaves them out-of-pocket. 

CVAs have been adopted by a host 
of retailers including New Look, Car- 
petright and Mothercare. 


Driver who killed baby 
in head-on crash jailed 


A BMW driver whose ‘few moments 
of madness’ killed a four-month-old 
child in a horror smash has been 
jailed for more than three years. 

Reuben Johnson, aged 30, had reached 
speeds twice the 30mph limit on Birming¬ 
ham Road, Walsall, when he careered 
head-on into the Ford Focus in which Ma- 
lia Porter was travelling with her family. 

Tragedy struck after 
the tired little girl was 
taken from her child 
seat in the rear of the 
car to be comforted on 
■L the lap of her mother, 
Jerene Meyler, who was 
in the front passenger 
seat, a judge heard. 

The safety belt cut 
into Malia with such 
I force at impact that it 
caused fatal internal in- 
Reuben Johnson juries,Wolverhampton 
Crown Court was told. Mafia’s father Andre 
Porter had no opportunity to take evasive ac¬ 
tion when Johnson suddenly veered onto the 
wrong carriageway into the path of the Ford 
Focus near the Charlemont Road junction, said 
Mr Tariq Shakoor, prosecuting. 

The defendant had been tailed by a Vauxhall 
Zafira which CCTV film showed being driven 
erratically without lights and overtaking ve¬ 
hicles at speed, until both it and the BMW 
stopped at nearby traffic lights. Johnson accel¬ 
erated away at high speed with the Vauxhall 
still behind him when the lights changed. 

Security camera footage proved he was 
doing between 60 and 66mph moments before 
the crash on August 19, 2016. Mr Porter, his 
partner, their three-year-old daughter Tiana 
and the defendant were all badly hurt but the 
driver of the Vauxhall, which did not stop at 
the scene, has not been identified. 

Johnson, a barber of previous good character 
from Hewitt Street, Darlaston, admitted caus¬ 
ing the death of Malia by dangerous driving 
and was sent to prison for three years and two 
months by Judge John Wait. 


Baby and bench honour Ryan, 25 



Ryan Lester’s family and friends at the memorial bench in Wednesbury 


A MEMORIAL bench has been in¬ 
stalled in memory of a man who 
died of a rare form of cancer. 

The bench in Pemberton Cres¬ 
cent honours 25-year-old Ryan 
Lester, of Wednesbury, who ran 
Optimum Plumbing with his fa¬ 
ther, Andrew, when he died last 
October. It has been funded by 
money raised by his friends and 
family through a range of fund¬ 
raising activities. 

The bench has been placed near 
the playing fields where he played 


as a child and his home in Pem¬ 
berton Crescent, where he lived at 
the time of his death. 

The motorcyclist enthusiast 
also played football for the town 
team, The Lamp. 

His fundraising friends and 
family recently visited the bench, 
where there was a newcomer to 
the group - a two-week old baby, 
who was named Ryan in his mem¬ 
ory by one of his closest friends, 
Brad Bunce. 

Ryan’s mother Wendy said: 


“It is lovely to have a bench in 
memory of Ryan, which has been 
paid for with the money his many 
friends and relatives have raised 
with various activities. Ryan was 
very popular and loved his motor¬ 
bike and playing for the football 
team. 

“It is wonderful his many 
friends organised all kinds of 
events.” A memorial fun day will 
take place at the Crown & Anchor 
pub, in West Bromwich, on Bank 
Holiday Sunday, from 10.30am. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Cannabis factory 
raided by police 

MORE than 450 plants were uncov¬ 
ered from a large scale cannabis facto¬ 
ry in a Black Country retail unit. 

Officers from West Midlands Po¬ 
lice raided an address in High Street, 
Smethwick, where a total of 469 can¬ 
nabis plants were found. A police ap¬ 
peal has now been launched following 
the discovery, which took place at 9am 
last Tuesday. 

A West Midlands Police spokes¬ 
person said: “Officers discovered 469 
cannabis plants at an address in High 
Street, Smethwick. Enquiries are 
on-going and anyone with information 
is asked to call 101, quoting crime ref¬ 
erence number 20SW/185747R/18.” 

Delays on route 
for tree workers 

A LANE on a busy road will be closed 
throughout tomorrow, Thursday for 
over six hours while Walsall Coun¬ 
cil workers undertake tree surgery 
works. 

The lane will be closed on the M6 
J7 bound carriageway of Birmingham 
Road between the junctions of Skip 
Lane and Merrions Close from 9.30am 
until 4pm. 

It may be necessary to stop traffic 
for limited periods of time. 

Motorists are advised to use extra 
caution on the approach to the work 
site. 

Deadly dog virus 
cases in Walsall 

A NUMBER of cases of a deadly dog 
virus have been reported in Walsall. 

Parvovirus is an extremely con¬ 
tagious virus has been reportedly 
infecting pets in Birmingham and it 
has spread to the local area in recent 
weeks, Birmingham Dogs Home has 
announced. 

It can be deadly for dogs and symp¬ 
toms include bloody diarrhoea, loss of 
appetite and vomiting. 

Any owners who have dogs that 
have experienced these symptoms 
have been advised to contact their 
vets within 48 hours. 

Walsall lock flight 
targeted by vandals 

VANDALS have damaged the lock 
flight at Walsall Canal. One of the bal¬ 
ance beams was damaged along with 
the brickwork which caused flooding. 

The incident happened overnight on 
between Thursday night and yester¬ 
day morning. Operations team leader 
Lee Bates tweeted: “Mindless vandals 
targeted Walsall lock flight last night 
causing flooding, damage to brick¬ 
work, washed out the towpath and 
damage to one of the balance beams.” 
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COUNTY NEWS 

Shop a Chop Shop 
campaign launched 

POLICE have launched a Shop a 
Chop Shop campaign following con¬ 
cerns around car key burglaries and 
car-jackings in the West Midlands. 

It comes as vehicle crime has in¬ 
creased over the last two years driven 
by the demand for parts to repair 
write-offs, sold as repairable by the 
insurance industry. 

Around five times more vehicles, 
mainly luxury models are sold at 
auction as fixable write-offs rather 
than vehicles to be scrapped for spare 
parts. It’s suspected this is inspiring 
criminal gangs to steal cars to order 
for spares. The vehicles are broken 
down at ‘chop shops’. 

Fall in identity 
fraud numbers 

IDENTITY fraud has fallen for the 
first time since 2014 but remains high 
with more personal information avail¬ 
able online, according to a report. 

Fraud prevention body Cifas re¬ 
corded a five per cent drop in identity 
fraud in the first half of this year com¬ 
pared to the same time last year, fall¬ 
ing from 89,199 to 84,463. 

There was a 12pc cent fall in the vol¬ 
ume of bank accounts being targeted 
and a 34pc drop in attempts to obtain 
mobile phone contracts. 

But there was a 12pc rise in fraud¬ 
sters after plastic card accounts, while 
identity fraud against online retail ac¬ 
counts was up 24pc. 

BBC won't appeal 
the Sir Cliff case 

THE BBC has said appealing after 
losing the High Court case brought by 
Sir Cliff Richard over its coverage of 
a police raid on his home ‘would in¬ 
evitably mean an expensive legal cul 
de sac and one that would simply pro¬ 
long Sir Cliffs distress’. 

It said: “Instead the BBC is writing 
to ask the Government to consider a 
review of the law in this important 
area to protect the right to properly 
and fairly report criminal investiga¬ 
tions, and name the person.” 

TUC hits out over 
rail fare increases 

THE Trades Union Congress has hit 
out at rail fare increases and called 
again for services to return to public 
ownership. 

TUC analysis found that some an¬ 
nual season tickets will go up by up 
to £163 a year in the latest round of 
increases. 

General Secretary Frances O’Grady 
said: “This is an insult to hard-pressed 
commuters.” 


Maria backs apprenticeships path 



Maria Collins and Charles Bamford 
of IMI Precision Engineering 


AN award-winning female apprentice 
has urged young people to consider 
the vocational learning route after 
receiving their exam results. 

Maria Collins, who works at the 
Fradley site of Birmingham-based 
IMI Precision Engineering, believes 
apprenticeships offer school or college 
leavers a fantastic way to accelerate 
their careers and earn while they are 
learning towards a possible degree. 

The 21-year-old trainee engineer, 
from Burntwood, is confident this 
path should no longer be seen as ‘the 
last resort’ and points to recent fig¬ 
ures from her Ofsted ‘Outstanding’ 


training provider In-Comm Training 
that it could represent a £100,000 op¬ 
portunity, which equates to the com¬ 
bined amount an apprentice earns 
in wages and the debt they avoid on 
university tuition fees. She has just 
completed a three-year apprentice¬ 
ship in mechanical engineering and 
is now setting her sights on securing 
a degree while developing her practi¬ 
cal skills at the world leader in fluid 
power and motion controls. 

“I saw a lot of my older friends 
get their degrees and then struggle 
to find jobs so I thought I’d take a 
look at doing something vocational 


that would have a position at the 
end of it,” explained Maria, who was 
named as the ‘Outstanding Learner 
of the Year’ at the In-Comm Training 
Awards in June. It has been a great 
decision. The experience has been 
fantastic. I’ve learned a lot about the 
basics in engineering, such as milling 
and turning, and then gradually de¬ 
veloped more advanced skills in cir¬ 
cuit design and 3D CAD design. 

“This was done part-time, with the 
rest of my week spent working at my 
employer, getting to know staff and 
understanding how I could apply 
these new skills to my own role.” 


Nerves turn to delight 
on A-level results day 


THE moment of truth came and went for thou¬ 
sands of nervous youngsters across the Black 
Country and Staffordshire as they opened their 
A-level results. 

Many schools and colleges saw their pass rates rise 
and happy teenagers were all smiles as they secured 
places at university. One head teacher at Dudley’s El- 
lowes Hall Sports College was delighted. 


Star pupil Olivia Saunders, 
from Lower Gornal, marked 
herself as the first pupil to 
ever achieve two A* grades. 

Olivia, aged 18, said: “It 
feels amazing. I’ll be starting 
in October at the University 
of Birmingham to study his¬ 
tory. After that I’d like to 
stay on to get my teaching 
degree.” 

Charlotte Collins helped 
continue the college’s success 
streak after achieving an A* 
in English literature, an A 
in sociology and a C in psy¬ 
chology. The 18-year-old had 
to learn to walk again after 
a battle with scoliosis whilst 
undergoing her GCSEs - but 
was determined it wouldn’t 
stop her. 

Head Alan Jasper, said he 
was ‘over the moon’ with the 
results, with almost 50 per 
cent of entries at A2 or equiv¬ 
alent awarded grades A* or A. 

Meanwhile, almost half of 
all students at St Edmund’s 
Catholic Academy in Wolver¬ 
hampton achieved at least 
one A* or A grade. 

Kyra Martin-Chambers, 
from Wolverhampton, had 
battled with sickle-cell anae¬ 
mia. The 18-year-old even 
had to do coursework from 
New Cross Hospital whilst 
undergoing treatment. But 


Report by Heather Large 

now, thanks to achieving a 
distinction* in law, merit in 
health and social care and a D 
in sociology, the teenager will 
now be studying adult nurs¬ 
ing at Coventry University. 
She said: “I’m just overjoyed 
because it has been really 
hard over the last two years.” 

More students achieved top 
grades at St Thomas More 
Catholic School with the 
numbers gaining A* to A ris¬ 
ing from 9.3 per cent to 16 per 
cent and the number of stu¬ 
dents gaining A* to B increas¬ 
ing from 25 to 34 per cent. 

There were celebrations at 
Aldridge School too, where 
Alesha Peace is off to Oxford 
University to read classics 
after achieving an A* in clas¬ 
sics and English literature. 

Joseph Leckie Academy’s 
Sixth Form was celebrating 
a 100 per cent pass rate in 
21 subjects with successes in 
both vocational as well as A 
Level courses. 

At Cheslyn Hay Sport and 
Community High School 
Sixth Form 99 per cent of 
students achieved A* to E 
grades. The number of stu¬ 
dents achieving the highest 
qualifications rose again with 
36 per cent achieving A*-B. 



Success at the double for twins 


Sisters Lauren and Charlotte Smith outside the entrance at Q3 Academy in Great Barr 


THEY’RE not just twins, they’re best friends 
- and now sisters Lauren and Charlotte Smith 
are set to continue their adventures together 
at university. 

The siblings left Great Barr’s Q3 Academy 
with beaming smiles and in high spirits after 
discovering they both secured a place at the 
University of Exeter. 

Family and friends came together for a shin¬ 
dig at the weekend before the pair leave home 
for higher education on their 19th birthdays. 

Charlotte said: “I’m a little nervous but ex¬ 
cited. It’s definitely been time-consuming but 


I feel it was all worth it in the end.” Lauren 
managed to scoop three A grades in history, 
maths and religious education, while Char¬ 
lotte was awarded two A grades and a B in 
chemistry, history and maths. 

The 18-year-old students said they were 
happy they secured a place at their first choice 
of university and will now continue studying 
side by side. 

Lauren said: “We’re the best of friends. It’s 
been really good studying together. A lot of 
people don’t have anyone to revise with, but 
we had each other.” 


College is 
celebrating 
a record in 
pass rates 

STAR performers at Sandwell College 
were last week celebrating yet anoth¬ 
er outstanding set of A Level results 
with their students. 

Youngsters at Central Sixth cam¬ 
pus once more achieved an impressive 

99 per cent pass rate overall, with a 

100 per cent pass rate in a record 19 
subjects. 

Tamara Herrington got A*AA in 
geography, biology and politics. She is 
now going to the University of Dur¬ 
ham to study politics. 

Katy Forrester got A*AA in English 
language and literature, drama and 
theatre, and sociology. 

She is on her way to Lancaster Uni¬ 
versity to study theatre and English 
literature. 

Kaven Judge is now set to start his 
higher apprenticeship with KPMG 
after accomplishing a hat-trick of As 
in accounting, business and econom¬ 
ics. Kaven will be earning a salary and 
supported to achieve his accounting 
and finance degree and professional 
accountancy qualification by the 
world-leading professional services 
firm. 

Sameer Qadeer also gained triple 
A grades in biology, chemistry and 
maths, and David Nemec gained an 
A,B, and an A. Sameer will be reading 
medicine at Birmingham University, 
while David will be studying for his 
degree in biomedical science at Uni¬ 
versity College London. 

Director of Central Sixth and Assis¬ 
tant Principal, Dr Matt Lamb, said: 
“Due to the recent reforms A Levels 
are now more challenging than ever 
before, and so it is a tribute to staff 
and students to have received these 
excellent results.” 

Wide choice in uni 
places via clearing 

YOUNGSTERS who are still seeking 
university places are likely to face 
a wealth of choice as institutions 
scramble to attract good candidates 
on to their degree courses. 

University leaders suggested that 
there could be more people who are 
using clearing this year to apply to 
university for the first time. 

A snapshot survey suggested that, 
even before results were released, 
more than 26,000 courses were avail¬ 
able in clearing for students in Eng¬ 
land only. 

For those looking for degree places 
through clearing this summer, there 
are suggestions that they are likely to 
find it is a buyers’ market. 

Nine in 10 UK institutions have at 
least one course listed in clearing, the 
survey found. 
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Bus services 
affected by 
changes on 
timetables 

A MAJOR shake-up of bus routes and 
timetables will see services in Walsall 
affected. 

National Express has unveiled a 
raft of new timetables in the Dudley 
and Sand well areas. 

This means changes will be in 
place for a number of buses travelling 
aroung the Walsall borough. 

There are 29 services which will 
see some routes axed to make way for 
new buses, while commuters will see 
changes brought in to other existing 
services. 

Changes will be made to the 4H 
service through Hayley Green and 
Halesowen to Walsall, with a new 
timetable during the evenings and 
on Sundays. Extra time will be added 
to allow buses to recover more easily 
from delays and there will be ‘better 
spaced’ buses, National Express said. 

Extensive 

The company’s route 13 from Dud¬ 
ley to Walsall will now be known as 
the 11 A, while timetable changes will 
be made to 27, 27A and 82. 

A National Express spokesman 
said: “Following an extensive public 
consultation, we are making a num¬ 
ber of changes to bus routes in the 
Dudley and Sandwell area from Sep¬ 
tember 2. 

“This will include minor changes, 
such as timetable improvements, to 
help our services run more reliably. 

“There are also some bigger changes 
to cater for new and emerging travel 
needs, to help us overcome increasing 
traffic congestion and slower traffic 
speeds around busier areas.” 


Memorial guide 
in aid of hospice 

WALSALL’S ‘running ambassador’ 
Mark Dabbs has released a new book¬ 
let on War Memorials in the West 
Midlands, for sale to raise funds for 
Walsall St Giles Hospice Appeal. 

The publication documents more 
than 150 war memorials from around 
the Midlands in order to commemo¬ 
rate the 100th anniversary of the end 
of the First World War. 

The booklet shows both photo¬ 
graphs of the memorials, along with 
some background information and lo¬ 
cation of each one. Mark took a tour of 
all of the memorials listed in the book¬ 
let around the Midlands. Mark said: 
“It was a real labour of love for me. I 
hope that I have put together a nice 
travelogue for people who can then 
find out some of these memorials.” 

Copies can be obtained for £5 from 
the Walsall St Giles Hospice shop in 
Walsall next to the bus station or they 
can e-mail Mark on mark.dabbs@wal- 
sallhealthcare.nhs.uk. 


Hat-trick of deals to boost businesses 


NEWS IN BRIEF 



A piercings shop to open in Bridge Street 


PROPERTY specialist Bond Wolfe 
has sealed a hat-trick of summer 
deals for three new businesses open¬ 
ings in West Bromwich and Walsall. 

Global premium kebab retailer 
GDK is opening a new outlet at 3C 
Astle Park in West Bromwich after 
undertaking a £250,000 fit-out of the 
new restaurant. 

The new restaurant is expected to 
create around 12 jobs. 

GDK opened its first outlet in Ber¬ 
lin in 1989 and is now trading from 
more than 50 sites worldwide. 

West Bromwich-based Bond Wolfe’s 


commercial property agent Richard 
Horwell said: “There is plenty of 
competition when it comes to food es¬ 
tablishments in West Bromwich High 
Street, however, as the UK’s first 
quality kebab restaurant I am sure 
GDK will be a hit in West Bromwich.” 

A new business dedicated to pierc¬ 
ings has been opened by Hannah 
Brough at 11 Bridge Street, Walsall. 

She has signed a five-year lease at 
£12,000 a year for the premises.. 

Mr Horwell said: “Hannah previ¬ 
ously operated within the well known 
tattoo artists Vivid Ink who are lo¬ 


cated next door, but she has now 
decided to expand her skills into her 
own business and open a shop dedi¬ 
cated to piercings on Bridge Street.” 

A new Tax Assist Accountants 
franchise has been opened at 452 
High Street, West Bromwich, by Jas 
Babra, who has taken the unit on a 
five-year lease at £8,000 a year. Mr 
Horwell said: “We identified the ideal 
location for him and had agreed terms 
with the landlord within days. Jas is 
keen to complete his fit-out as soon as 
possible and we wish him well when 
the new business opens.” 


Council chiefs in pledge 
to reduce homelessness 


COUNCIL bosses in Walsall have 
pledged to make of people sleeping 
rough on the town’s streets ‘a thing 
of the past.’ 

Recent figures have revealed the num¬ 
ber of people suffering from homelessness 
in the borough has risen by two-thirds in 
the last five years, with levels of homeless 
youths increasing by 47 per cent over the 
same period. 

The move follows the Government’s an¬ 
nouncement to invest £100 million in tackling 
the matter, between now and 2027. A Walsall 
Council spokesman said: “Current levels of 
homelessness in Walsall exceed national rates. 

“Walsall Council’s homelessness service 
helps almost two-thirds of people remain in ex¬ 
isting accommodation, with just over one-third 
being helped to obtain alternative accommo¬ 
dation. The service has historically excelled at 
the pre-crisis prevention of homelessness and 
the council invests substantial sums of its own 
money into activities that are carried out by 
voluntary organisations.” 

Breakdown 

In January the council commissioned an 
independent company, Neil Morland Housing 
Consultant Ltd, to carry out a review of home¬ 
lessness to identify if the activities for tackling 
the issue in Walsall were effective, of a quality 
standard and offered value for money. 

The review stated: “Parents, other relatives 
or friends no longer willing or able to accommo¬ 
date, are main reasons for why people become 
homeless in Walsall. Homelessness occurring 
due to non-violent as well as violent breakdown 
of a relationship with a partner is the second 
main cause.” 

Walsall Council is responsible for funding 
the homelessness duties it is obliged by law to 
provide, following the implementation of the 
Homeless Reduction Act in April. The coun¬ 
cil’s homelessness service has almost 40 people 
employed to administer the duties prescribed 
in law. The council defines rough sleeping as 
people bedding down on streets, in doorways, 
parks or bus shelters. 


Getting a kick out of car washing 



From left, Morgan McCart, of West Bromwich, Mason Dunlavey, of Wednesbury, Ryan McQueen, of 
Great Bridge, and Charlie Bache, of Dudley, with chief instructor Amie Weaver, of West Bromwich 


BUDDING young kickboxers are 
getting ready to jet off to Italy to 
represent their home country in 
the sport’s world championships. 

Five students of AW Kickboxing 
Club, which has bases in Darlas- 
ton and Wednesbury, have made 
it through the British qualifiers 
and are now training to compete 
against the rest of the globe in 
Rome this November. 

To raise funds to get them to 
the competition, the boys have 
been busy washing cars at Hurst 


Hill Primary School in Bilston. So 
far, along with other fundraising 
events, they have raised about 
£2,500. Chief instructor Amie 
Weaver, who has competed for 
her country in the past, said she 
was ‘so proud’. “This is a huge 
achievement for us,” she said. 

The students who have quali¬ 
fied are Ryan McQueen, aged 13, 
from Dudley; Mason Dunlavey, 
aged 13, from Wednesbury; Mor¬ 
gan McCart, aged 11, from West 
Bromwich; Charlie Bache, aged 


10, from Dudley; and Harvey 
O’Grady, aged 11, from Darlaston. 

Amie, aged 30, added: “I just 
want to say a big thank you to all 
the parents and team members 
who come down to support us. 
It’s really brought us all closer 
together and we’re more like a 
family now, than an actual team.” 

She also gave a special thanks 
to headteacher of Hurst Hill Re¬ 
becca Kean who had opened up 
the school especially for the boys 
to do their car wash. 


Thieves take car 
from driveway 

POLICE are appealing for informa¬ 
tion after a car was stolen in the ear¬ 
ly hours of yesterday morning off a 
driveway following a burglary. 

Thieves broke into a home on Mul¬ 
berry Road, Walsall, around 4.45am 
last Thursday by snapping the lock 
on conservatory doors, West Midlands 
Police said. 

Once in the house they found the 
keys to a Skoda Octavia before steal¬ 
ing it from the driveway, the force 
continued. 

Kevin Pitt from Walsall Police is 
appealing for information about the 
theft and has also offered crime pre¬ 
vention advice. 

He said: “If you saw or heard any¬ 
thing suspicious please contact the po¬ 
lice on 101 quoting reference number 
20WS/186359M/18. Alternatively call 
Crimestoppers anonymously on 0800 
555 111. 

“A cost-effective way to improve 
your home security is to replace stand¬ 
ard ‘Euro profile’ locks fitted to most 
UPVC doors with anti-snap varieties. 

“For home security advice visit the 
West Midlands Police website,” Mr 
Pitt added. 

Motorcyclist is 
injured in crash 

A TEENAGER was taken to hospital 
after a crash between a motorbike 
and a car. 

Walsall Road, in Willenhall, was 
closed at its junction with Fisher 
Street, in the aftermath. 

The 19-year-old motorcyclist was 
given pain relief for ankle, foot and 
leg injuries. He was taken to Wolver¬ 
hampton’s New Cross Hospital. 

The collision happened shortly be¬ 
fore midday last Wednesday and the 
road was closed for more than three 
hours. 

A West Midlands Ambulance 
spokesman said: “We were called to 
reports of a collision between a mo¬ 
torbike and a car. 

“The teenager was conscious and 
treated for his injuries on the scene. 
He was the only patient.” 

The road was reopened at around 
3.20pm. 

Petrol station return 
gets the thumbs up 

NEW life will be breathed into a for¬ 
mer petrol station that closed in 2005. 

Fingerpost Service Station in Wol¬ 
verhampton Road, Pelsall, closed eight 
years ago and has since been occupied 
by a hand car wash. 

Plans to return it to its former use 
have been given the green light by 
Walsall Council planning officers in 
their latest meeting. 

Under the plans, the layout will re¬ 
main the same along with the same ac¬ 
cess points and it will create two full 
time jobs in the area. 


ADVERTISEMENT 

Has Your Double Glazing 
Steamed Up? 


Established for over a decade 
Cloudy2Clear windows have 
become a leading company for 
glass replacement. Issues with 
double glazing can often be 
gradual and may only be noticed 
during a clear sunny day or 
during the winter. A failed glass 
unit may no longer provide you 
with the protection you need 
or be energy efficient. Why not 
spend a few minutes checking 
your home to see if you have any 


failed double glazing? 

If you act now you can avoid 
these problems. 

Now, you may think you need to 
replace the whole window including 
the frames and all the hardware, 
however Cloudy2Clear have come 
up with a simple and cost saving 
solution... Just replace the glass!! 

If you see condensation in your 
windows just visit our website or 
give us a call on 0800 61 21 118. 

We will send out our highly 


experienced engineers for a 
free no obligation quote. A 
Cloudy2Clear quote takes 
on average no longer than 
20 minutes. Once the quote 
is completed, we will sit 
down with you and explain 
the problem and tell you how 
we can fix it. With years of 
experience Cloudy2Clear have 
a wealth of knowledge and are 
recognised as a Which Trusted 
Trader, plus our work is backed 


by an industry leading 25 year 
guarantee. Cloudy2Clear also 
replace faulty locks handles 
and hinges on all windows and 
doors. 

Your friendly local Cloudy2Clear 
specialist is Brian Stanley and he 
services Walsall & the surrounding 
areas. 

So, if your windows are 
steamed up, broken or damaged 
give Brian a call for a free 
quotation on 0800 61 21 118. 
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The Chronicle Thursday, August 23, 2018 

































The Chronicle Thursday, August 23, 2018 


6 


IN MY VIEW 


with Mark Andrews 


Unexpected 
saviour 
brings hope 
to Beatties 

WHEN questioned about allegations of 
Dickensian working conditions at his 
Sports Direct warehouse, Mike Ashley 
famously told MPs “I’m not Father Christ¬ 
mas. That came shortly after he had told 
them “you can’t house train me.” 

Given that, many will understandably 
be sceptical that he is being touted as 
the knight in shining armour running to 
the rescue of Beatties. 

But still, any port in a storm, and after 
spending £90 million buying the House 
of Fraser chain out of administration, Mr 
Ashley is at least making the right noises 
about keeping 80 per cent of its stores 
open, and turning it into the ‘Harrods of 
the high street’. 

Many will wonder why Mr Ashley has 
chosen to invest in such a risky venture at 
a time when people are said to be desert¬ 
ing the high street in droves. I suspect the 
purchase is far less about making money, 
and more about boosting his reputation. 
Saving a venerable department store 
chain with a rich history will give him a 
standing in the business world that no 
amount of discount sports wear ever will. 

If this is the case, there is cause for 
hope. We all know Mike Ashley is not the 
sentimental type, but if he is looking at 
a bigger picture then that can only be a 
good thing. 

As for turning House of Fraser into the 
Harrods of the high street, well I guess 
the proof will be in the pudding. If the 
new autumn collection consists of shell 
suits and Reeboks, I suspect some will 
consider it only a partial success. 

nnn 

STAYING on the high street, it has been 
revealed that Dudley Council’s coffers 
have taken a £500,000 hit since introduc¬ 
ing free parking. Now, in the context of 
the average household budget, half a mil¬ 
lion pounds sounds like a lot. But when it 
comes to council finances, it is a drop in 
the ocean. About £1.60 per head, which 
seems pretty good value to me. 

Certainly better value than the £6.7 
million spent on the market place rede¬ 
velopment a few years ago. And which 
do you think brings the most people into 
the town - free parking or block paving? 

Yes the high street is still struggling, 
but imagine how many more business¬ 
es would have been lost were people 
still expected to pay for parking. And 
how much money would have been lost 
in business rates, dealing vandalism, fly 
posters and graffiti were it not for this 
modest expenditure? 

The decision to provide shoppers with 
free parking in Dudley was a master¬ 
stroke. Maybe some of our other local 
authorities should follow suit. 


Elba statesman - or is 45-year-old actor a solid Bond? 



Wreathgate may lock 
Corbyn out for good 


OFF to the pub for a steak which, in the latest 
fashion for bizarre methods of serving (chips 
in buckets, etc), came on a waxed napkin on 
a breadboard. It was almost impossible to eat 
because each mouthful of steak contained a 
serving of napkin but the staff look horrified 
when I asked them to put it on a proper plate. 
A reader tells me he was once served a bread 
roll in a carpet slipper. Any other weird dining 
experiences welcome. 

THE perils of family trees. A reader revisited 
her home town and called at the local muse¬ 
um in the hope of discovering famous or dis¬ 
tinguished relatives. She found a display board 
used in an exhibition a couple of years ago 
featuring a Victorian photograph showing her 
great-great uncle. It should have been a proud 
moment but the text revealed that “unfortunate¬ 
ly his nickname in the village was Farty because 
his initials were WC”. Never meet your heroes. 

I SUGGESTED that Idris Elba, now 45, might 
be a tad old to be embarking on a career as 
James Bond. A reader points out that the pres¬ 
ent incumbent, Daniel Craig, is 50. Maybe so. 
But when he took over the 007 mantle in 2005 
Craig was a spry young 37. In Ian Fleming’s 
books, Bond’s age is not revealed, and he never 
ages. However there is a clue in one passage 
referring to the secret-service retirement age 
which suggests he is 37. 

IN a perfect world for Corbynism, this torrid 
week of Wreathgate would end with the discov¬ 
ery of Jeremy’s Secret Photo Album and all the 
wicked smears would vanish. Comrade Jez’s 
stock response when challenged about meeting 
Irish or Middle Eastern terrorists is to put on his 
most pious expression and say he wants an end 


THE BEST OF 
PETER RHODES 


to all violence. He does not need to condemn 
IRA murders because he condemns all murders. 
He does not need to condemn Palestinian rock¬ 
et attacks on Israel because he condemns all 
attacks. He would have us believe he is reach¬ 
ing out to all in the quest for peace. As he said 
of the Tunisia affair: “I was there because I want¬ 
ed to see a fitting memorial to everyone who 
has died in every terrorist incident everywhere 
because we have to end it. You cannot pursue 
peace by a cycle of violence; the only way you 
can pursue peace is by a cycle of dialogue.” 


Sounds terrific, doesn’t it? But where, exact¬ 
ly, is the dialogue? How much time has Jeremy 
Corbyn spent talking to the other sides? Where 
are the photos of this saintly allotment keeper 
meeting Israeli families bereaved by Palestinian 
killers? Where are the pictures of him shaking 
hands with Protestant paramilitaries in Ulster or 
comforting those maimed by IRA bombs? May¬ 
be all those images are tucked away in Jeremy’s 
Secret Photo Album. Or maybe not. 


A tale of two Jeremys...The potentially disas¬ 
trous Wreathgate saga reminds me of Jeremy 
Clarkson who, having a certain charisma and 
lots of fans, got away with mistake after mis¬ 
take until one night he called his producer a 
“lazy Irish ****’’ and punched him. That was the 
tipping point, the end of Clarkson at the Beeb 
and I suspect we are nearing the end of Corbyn. 
This prospect may scare his supporters but it 
terrifies the Tories. 


WHY are we waiting? According to the latest 
reports, police have CCTV footage of suspects 
in the Salisbury nerve-agent incidents. So why 
have they not released it? CCTV captures only 
a moment in time. Figuring out where those 
people were, and what they did, before or after 
the filming is crucial and Joe Public may have 
the answers. So why can’t Joe Public see the 
footage? 

AND here’s another Salisbury puzzle. Cops 
seem to have assumed that the bottle alleg¬ 
edly containing the Novichok agent and found 
in a local park was the only bottle used. For all 
we know, a second or third bottle may be lying 
undiscovered or, worse, sitting on somebody’s 
mantelpiece. Again, releasing an image of the 
discovered bottle might jog someone’s memory. 
But no images have been shown. It is all very 
odd. 

OH, brave new world. My eye was caught by 
a feature about a new “switching glass” window 
which can be installed in your bathroom. Flick 
a switch and it turns from clear to opaque, so 
you cannot be seen, even if passers-by or your 
neighbours are just a few feet away. As long as 
the power is on, your privacy is guaranteed. 
What could possibly go wrong? You switch on 
the light, the window goes blank. You disrobe 
and relax in the bath. You fall asleep. There is a 
power cut. . . 

THIS week’s hot news from the world of med¬ 
ical research is that salt is not as harmful as the 
experts thought last week but vaping is more 
harmful than the experts thought last week. An¬ 
yone care to guess what next week will bring? 


TALXjNGPOIN^^ 

Weight for 
it! It’s time 
to accept 
I’m afattie 

PASS me the chocolate biscuits, I’ve de¬ 
cided, once and for all to accept my fate, 

I have no option but to realise I will be 
an overweight person for the rest of my 
days on this planet. It’s an unfortunate, 
but necessary admission, for the sake of 
my sanity. 

Yep, the size 32in-waist jeans that 
looked so good five years ago, are bound 
for the charity shop, unless I append them 
with some kind of industrial-strength fas¬ 
tener, but then movement would become 
difficult and sitting down, impossible. 

Recently - as I suffer the catch-up ef¬ 
fects of a life of relative contentment, via 
the occasional pint and kebab/Indian/piz¬ 
za, etc - things seem to have taken a turn 
for the worse. It’s a difficult situation to 
come to terms with. When trying on new 
clothes in a store’s changing rooms and 
being horrified at what you see before 
you, it’s so easy to blame the mirror. Then 
spend the rest of the day shying away 
from reflections, neck-down anyway, af¬ 
ter landing back home. 

You talk things over with your other 
half, say you’re worried about how much 
weight you’re putting on, and then they 
very helpfully show you a photograph of 
you from a year ago, which shows the 
double chins, paunch and general rosy- 
cheeked glow of a chubby 50-something. 
Great, thanks for that! 

In a light bulb moment, I think it might 
be something to do with a new inhaler 
for my asthma, Symbicort, and seeking 
some kind of vindication, of course I turn 
to the internet. I search for Symbicort and 
on entering the ‘w’ for weight gain, up 
comes a lengthy list of people who seem 
to think the drug is the cause for their 
own expanding waistline! 

Armed with this erm... foolproof evi¬ 
dence, I then tackle my GP on the issue 
and it’s not hard to see her difficulty in 
trying to maintain a straight face. Blood 
tests follow to investigate the possibility 
of an underactive thyroid, and cholesterol 
levels - all to no avail. 

So it seems, lifestyle needs to be looked 
at. I dig out that book my missus bought 
me (again, thanks!) by a certain lifestyle 
guru, with advice on workouts and diet, 
and it soon occurs to me that he (hairy 
pretty boy with biceps, you know who I 
mean!) must be in league with a leading 
supermarket, as all the recipes have the 
most hard to find ingredients, which will 
cost an absolute fortune to buy! 

It seems everybody these days is on 
the take. Come the revolution, us fatties 
will line him and his ilk up against the wall 
and force-feed them cream cakes, beer 
and French cheese until they are like the 
rest of us... 

GRAEME ANDREW 


The Dalbury 

Garden Room 



Free Laminate Flooring 
& External Paint. 


From 


Wooden 

Sheds 



Full Tongue & 

Groove Construction 


From 


Summer 

Houses 



Popular Summer House. 
Other styles available. 

Delivered & Fitted 


From 


Concrete 

Garages 


Old Buildings Removed 7"Asbestos Disposal ^Bases Laid ^Free Quotations 7"Made To Measure ^Lined & Insulated Options 7"Competitive Prices ^Huge Range 


Show Site Open 7 Days: 

Tildasley St, West Bromwich B70 9SJ 


Website: 

bettebuildings.oo.uk 



Spar Pent Shown. Apex 
design also available. 

Delivered & Fitted 


Telephone: 

0121 553 4682 


We make it 
















































Working to save our Great British pubs 


COMMENT, on pub closures, E&S Aug 
1, states ‘nothing seems to be done to 
address the demise of our pubs’. 

The Campaign for Real Ale is work¬ 
ing to relieve the hold the big pubcos 
have over their tenants. The system 
compels a tenant to buy a restricted 
portfolio of beers, at inflated prices, 
from the pubco coupled with a stiff 
rent. Against the odds should a tenant 
increase the profit, then up goes the 
rent, leading to many tenants leaving, 
and pubs closing. 

Thanks to Camra, there is now a 


Pubs Code adjudicator to intervene 
but the hold of the big pubcos is still 
too great. Until a few years ago, pubs 
had no protection under planning law, 
unless listed, or attached to a house, 
they could be subject to change of use 
or even demolition at will. 

After Camra’s involvement, pubs are 
now subject to planning permission, 
giving the community a voice on any 
threat to their pub. Many pubs have 
been saved by community buyouts. 

On October 30, Camra is again 
staging a mass lobby to press for no 


increase in beer duty and permanent 
business rate relief for pubs in the com¬ 
ing budget. Also for an urgent review 
of the pubs code to force pubcos to give 
a genuine choice of ‘market rent only’ 
option for their tenants. There will 
be further pub closures but the tradi¬ 
tional British pub will never die. It is 
the greatest social centre and sells the 
greatest beer in the world, British cask 
conditioned beer. Camra will continue 
to do all it can to save pubs. 

KEITH WATKINS 
Walsall Camra 


Now afraid LETTERS TO THE EDITOR Think-tank 
to leave 


POST 


the house 

AS an avid photographer 
of 50 years, I remember 
the days when I could walk 
anywhere with my camera 
without wondering whether 
I would be mugged for my 
equipment. But now I am 
wary of going anywhere on 
my own to take pictures, 
for fear of being set upon 
for the sake of a few quid’s 
worth of photographic gear. 

What has this country 
come to when the ordinary 
person like myself is afraid 
to leave the house to pursue 
a hobby that I have loved 
doing for many years, sim¬ 
ply because there are yobs 
out there who would not 
think twice about using 
some sort of weapon to re¬ 
lieve me of my possessions? 

This lawless society has 
now made many of us pris¬ 
oners in our own homes and 
we can’t even feel safe there 
anymore! We need more 
police on the streets and 
tougher sentences otherwise 
we will rapidly decline into a 
Mad Max society where vig¬ 
ilantes patrol. 

IAN HUNTER 
Willenhall 


EMAIL 


co.uk 


Walsall Chronicle, 

Chronicle Editorial, 

51-53 Queen Street 
Wolverhampton, WV11ES 

Letters should be brief and MUST include name, address and telephone 
number. The Editor reserves the right to condense letters. 


Code of Practice: 

Our policy is to correct errors as 
soon as we can. The Chronicles 
adhere to the Editors’ Code of 
Practice, which can be seen at 
www.ipso.co.uk. 

If you are unhappy with the ac¬ 
curacy of a story, write to The 
Editor, Chronicles, 51-53 Queen 
Street, Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 
If we cannot reach a resolution 


(ips o) ( 

contact Ipso at complaints@ipso. 
co.uk or by post at Ipso, c/o Gate 
House, 1 Farringdon Street, Lon¬ 
don, EC4M 7LG 


Soft touch justice 
is not a deterrent 

THE report in the Express & Star ‘Soft touch sentences 
are a disgrace’, published on Saturday, August 4, rings so 
true. 

Like I’m sure so many readers, I’m sick and tired of read¬ 
ing about lenient sentences dished out to offenders and the 
lack of policing due to cutbacks. 

What the hell do they think is going to happen? 

Of course the criminal element and chancers are going to 
look at this as a green light to do as they please? 

What has this country come to? 

No deterrent, crime continues to rise, are they so blind 
they cannot see? 

Heaven help us, the judges won’t. 

ROGER SHEPHERD 

Willenhall 


has led to 
problems 

THIS country is out of 
control through the lack of 
law and order. May I sug¬ 
gest why? Many years ago 
a government brought in a 
think-tank. This think-tank 
decided that there should be 
no discipline in the home, 
or school. The result of this 
you can see today. 

In the old days if a child 
was unruly at home or 
school, I would say there 
was a good chance national 
service would straighten 
them out. Self-discipline, re¬ 
spect and certainly respect 
for guns. They would know 
when you shot or knifed a 
person, you are dead. You do 
not come back to life again 
like in a video game. 

Another point is this same 
think-tank stated that less 
fortunate families should 
buy the same things as rich 
families bought their chil¬ 
dren. The result is the debt 
you have in this country 
today, living beyond your 
means. Why do govern¬ 
ments bring in other coun¬ 
try’s ideas that do not work? 

MR B LAWLEY 

Bilston 


We offer a 
full repair 
service 
and have 
many 
spares in 
stock 


r = 


INSULATED SIDE HINGED DOOR 

40mm insulated side hinged door 
1/3 2/3 OR 1/21/2 Opening 
In a horizontal design 
Smooth or wood grain finish • White 
Supplied f j 

and fitted ©IS??! 
(Based on a white door in a 
L/M or S rib design) 



For a limited time only! 
MANUAL SECTIONAL DOOR 

40mm insulated 
Supplied and fitted for only 

“UPGRADE TO ELECTRIC FOR £229" 
(Based on a white door in a L/M 
or S rib design) 


ALL DOORS ARE ALSO AVAILABLE SUPPLY ONLY 


All trade enquires welcome and bulk discounts available. 
All prices based on white doors 
7’wide x 7’or 6’6” high. 


We’ll beat 
any price 


metn? ©ana axEmassca 

UNIT 2,EXCHANGE BUSINESS ESTATE. OFF CROSS STREET, BRIDGTOWN, CANNOCK WS11OBW 


Cannock: 


Walsall: 


Open: Monday-Friday 9 am-5 pm, Saturday 10 am-3 pm 
email: stsgaragedoors@live.com www.stsgaragedoors.co.uk 



l\ WE WILL NOT BE BEATEN ON PRICE 





~ ~A 

tm 
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DELIVERY AND INSTALLATION AVAILABLE ON ALL APPLIANCES 


empire 

appliances 


HUGE FREE CAR PARK 


Telephone: 01543 502536 

Unit 3 Venture Centre (Next to the Range Warehouse) 

Green Lane, Cannock, WS11OJJ 
Email: sales@empireappliances.co.uk 

Opening Times Monday to Saturday 9am - 5.30pm Sunday 10am - 4pm 

www.empireappliances.co.uk 



UDE 


See our website to view our 
full ranges and options 

www.glideandslide.co.uk 
Tel: 01543 679202 


QUALITY 
SLIDING 
WARDROBE 
DOOR AND 
INTERIOR 
SPECIALIST 

LET US DESIGN 
YOUR DREAM 
BEDROOM 



FREE design visit 


EMAIL: INFO@GLIDEANDSLIDE.CO.UK 

FOR A FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTE, PLEASE CALL US ON: 01543 679202 


Made to order, with a large choice of colours and finishes 
• Delivery direct to home or site 
• We manufacture, supply and install 
• Installation by Glide and Slide experienced fitting team 



See our website to view our full ranges and options 




NEED MORE STORAGE SPACE? 

COME AND VISIT OUR DISPLAY SHOWROOM 

www.glideandslide.co.uk 

Unit 3 & 4, Northgate Buisness Park, Northgate, Aldridge, Walsall WS9 8TH 
Opening Times Monday - Friday 8am - 5pm Saturday 9am - 2.30pm 

Family Run Business 
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Step 2 

Select from 50 designs 
all available as corner 


Step 3 

Choose from over 
2000 fabrics 


Step 4 Step 5 Step t 


Leave only a 10% Pay the remaining Save hundreds of pounds 
deposit on your sofa balance on delivery when buying direct 
from the manufactures 


step 1 


Bring your sizes 
our showroom 


thebestofwolverhampton 


T 


Best Reviewed Sofa Company in Wolverhampton 


Sofa 

FACTORY OUTLET 

_ 


With lots of various choice and 
offers hi store 

Make the Sofa factory 
your Number 1 Choice! W 


Thomas Street, Wolverhampton WV2 4JS 
Open: 10.30 - 5.30pm Monday - Saturday Sunday & Bank Holiday 11.00 - 4.00pm 

TELEPHONE: 01902 425 225 


Rail revival 'catalyst for 
regeneration' say chiefs 



From left, St Francis Group development director Gareth Williams, Mayor 
Andy Street and Councillor Mike Bird discuss the new rail station 


NEW railway stations in the 
Black Country are ‘a catalyst 
for regeneration’ local lead¬ 
ers say. 

The proposed plans to bring old 
rail routes back into use at Willen- 
hall’s former station on Bilston 
Street and Darlaston’s in James 
Bridge received a major boost af¬ 
ter seven acres of land were sold 
to the West Midlands Combined 
Authority from property devel¬ 
opment and investment firm St 
Francis Group. 

Now, Mayor of the West Midlands 
Andy Street and leader of Walsall 
Council, Councillor Mike Bird, have 
praised the development. 

The mayor said: “What we’re mark¬ 
ing today is an important step in 
bringing rail services back to Darlas- 
ton. It’s vacant space at the moment. 

Centre 

“The station is important in its own 
right because here, and also at Willen- 
hall, it makes the commercial case for 
the commercial railway between Wol¬ 
verhampton and Walsall and we’re 
also hoping to run trains into the cen¬ 
tre of Birmingham from here as well. 

“What that does is give new options 
for people in this part of Walsall and 
the Black Country and of course it 
should itself be a catalyst for regener¬ 
ation in other areas. We will also have 
a big car park here so that people from 
nearby will be able to drive to the sta¬ 
tion and use it, which is of course en¬ 
vironmentally friendly. 

“It’s the first step but it shows great 
confidence on the part of the combined 
authority that this is going to happen.” 

It’s been more than 50 years since 
there was a train service in Darlas- 


ton in 1965 and the council is keen to 
bring the service back. 

Leader of Walsall Council, Coun¬ 
cillor Mike Bird, said: “This station 
is extremely important because if we 
can’t provide people with good quality 
integrated transport then the car is 
always going to be the first choice of 
transport. Whenever you put a station 
anywhere it creates jobs and there is 


another parcel of land here which we 
are looking to develop too, bringing 
jobs into the town. 

“You have to look at the cost bene¬ 
fits, the initial cost of the station is one 
thing but the benefit you will see from 
investing that cost is another.” 

The two new stations are expected 
to cost around £18 million in total and 
could be open by 2021. 



FREE DELIVERY 
on all orders 


Walsall • 

Victorian Arcade 
Walsall WS1 IRE 
01922 279927 

Open Mon-Sat 9am -5.00pm 
Sunday Closed 


ce S 


We also stock a large 


range of Small Appliances! 


orders over £150, 
with this advert. 




£349.99 


NEW STORE! 

• Bromford • 

265 Bromford Lane 
Birmingham, B8 2SG 
0121 728 6686 
Now Open! 


► Birmingham < 

Upper Trinity Street 
Birmingham, B9 4EG 
0121 773 6361 


Dudley 

Pear Tree Lane 
Dudley, DY2 OQU 
01384 571879 


• Erdington • 

1-41 Sutton Road 
Erdington, B23 6QH 
0121 4480202 


WALSALL FIREPLACES 

[!©TT^[EL0©^[iE) ©W[i© miZ^gn 

Largest Choice at the Lowest Prices 
‘FREE no Obligation Surveys” "FREE Delivery” 

‘Expert Fitting Service Available” 


JtJLH V 

1 n - w 7 - — - ►• 


Delivery & Installation service available from as little as £35.00 


Oven & Hob Packs from £249.99 Under Counter Refrigeration from £89.99 
Gas & Electric Hobs from £79.99 Built in Washing Machines from £239.99 
Single Ovens from £149.99 Built in Dishwashers from £179.99 

www.borshchelectric.co.uk 


Pictures for illustration Purposes only! 

Delivery within local area only, standard delivery terms and conditions apply please see in store & website for details. Only redeemable with advert 
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Bank 

Holiday 

Monday 


OPENING HOURS 


I Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday 

and Saturday Open 10.00am-4.00pm 
Thursday Closed 
Sunday Closed 


79-80 Ablewell Street 
Walsall WS1 2EU 

www.walsallfireplaces.co.uk 

Tel: 01922 644407 





























































Wrapped up for street 
food with new outlet 



Mahesh Raikar, who created Wrapchic in 2012 


GOOD news for Walsall foodies this week, as a second 
Wrapchic threw open its doors in the Saddlers Centre on 
Friday - and they’re celebrating by offering their lovely hot 
Indian street food dishes for just £2.95 all this week. 

Tucked on the bottom floor of the centre just by the 
escalators, the brand-new eatery is perfectly placed for 
shoppers grabbing a bite, and commuters looking for their 
pre-work coffee fix. 

Wrapchic specialises in fresh, delicious Indian street 
food, such as naan wraps, tortillas and rice bowls, all filled 
with delights like chicken rajasthani, chicken mughlai, fish 
malabari and paneer bhurji, all cooked by Indian chefs with 
authentic spices and aromatics. 

There are plenty of options for vegetarians, vegans and 
those who are gluten or dairy free. Wrapchic’s meat is halal. 

Breakfast will also be available, with options including 
parathas with your choice of fillings. 

Wrapchic was created by Mahesh Raikar, after working 
in the food industry for 18 years. 

Mahesh invested his own money into opening the first 
Wrapchic in Birmingham City Centre and hasn’t looked 
back. He said: “Our concept is unique in the quick serve 
food sector and brings something new and fresh to the high 
street.” 


Borough 
claimants 
fall but rise 
on the way 


WALSALL saw a reduction in numbers claim¬ 
ing unemployment benefits last month, but 
numbers will rise over coming months. 

The latest claimant count figure for the borough 


was down 30 from June t 
the working population. 

Walsall Jobcentre Plus 
customer service manager 
Charlotte Richards said that 
Universal Credit full service 
had just begun to roll out 
across the borough. 

“Wolverhampton and 
Dudley now have UC full 
service in place and have 
seen claimants rise. 

“We expect to see num¬ 
ber increase in Walsall from 
next month as it rolls out,” 
she explained. 

There were 133,000 un¬ 
employed in the West Mid¬ 
lands - an unemployment 
rate of 4.5 per cent of the 
working population - for 
April to June, down 6,000 
on the previous quarter and 
a fall of 31,000 on the year. 

Nationally unemployment 
was down 65,000 to 1.36m - 
the lowest total since Febru¬ 
ary 1975 - figures from the 
Office for National Statistics 


i 5,050 - three per cent of 

Report by John Corser 

showed. The national rate 
was four per cent. The West 
Midlands saw the largest 
increase in the employment 
rate in the country at 1.2 
per cent and its employment 
rate is now 74.9 per cent, 
also a record high. 

Mrs Richards said that 
Walsall was seeing con¬ 
tinuing job creation with 
McDonald’s in Park Street 
taking on 10, KFC in Wal¬ 
sall Wood having 15 vacan¬ 
cies after a refurbishment 
and Walsall Manor Hospital 
also recruiting. 

The Travelodge develop¬ 
ment in Wisemore is taking 
shape and recruitment is set 
to start later this year. 

The national claimant 
count increased by 6,200 
last month to 906,100, al¬ 
most 108,000 more than a 
year ago. 



10 The Woodlands 
Short Heath WILLENHALL WV12 5ND 

01922 400344 


Quality Products 
Great Service 
Low Prices 

Healthcare Seating 
Specialists 

Stairlifts - Rent or Buy 

Scooters - New & Used 

FREE PARKING 






FREEPHONE 0800 0355581 


25 years experience in supplying and installing 
quality uPVC window and door products 

Email: info@castlewindowswalsall.co.uk www.castlewindowswalsall.co.uk 

(Authorised and regulated by Unit i. Fryers Close, Factory opening hours 

Walsall. WS3 2XQ 8 - 5pm Mon to Fri 


the financial Conduct Authority) 


Bathroom Vinyl from £ 29.00 


Lounge Carpet from £ 59.00 


3 Vertical Blinds from £ 99.00 


& Blinds 


Bedroom Carpets from £ 55.00 


Kitchen Vinyl from £ 39.00 


Artificial grass top quality from £ 10.99 Now in stock 


Green Lane, 
Walsall WS2 8LE 

01922 634555 


Willenhall, 

WV12 4JQ 

01902 606026 


Aldridge, 
Walsall WS9 8AA 

01922 452626 


Hednesford 
WS12 1DW 

01543 879500 


WINDOWS, DOORS & CONSERV ATORIES 

...BUILT TO LAST deceuninck 


CASTlfE? i 

WINDOWS 

f/xunu*, 


FROAA 327 REVI 


s trad6.com 

Where reputation matters 


!IlI1 
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S DENNIS - Installers 
of UPVC 



• We supply and Fit Doors, Windows 
and Conservatories 

• Canopy’s 

• Residence 9 

• Aluminium 

• Composite Doors from just £850 

• Family Run Business 

• Competitively Priced 

• 5 Star Reviews on Facebook 

• 10 year guarantee 



CALL FOR A FREE QUOTE: 


07813 338780 El 


Find us on: 

facebook® 


@sdenniswindowsanddoors 


Nathan to take best 
shot at world games 



Nathan Black with his medal bronze medal, running medal and shoes 


AN athlete who was on kidney 
dialysis for more than four 
years will represent Team GB 
after winning a bronze at the 
Transplant Games. 

Nathan Black, from Brownhills, 
who was diagnosed with renal fail¬ 
ure in March 2013, won bronze at 
the shot put event at the British 
Transplant Games in Birming¬ 
ham earlier this month. 

Mr Black, who was on dialysis 
around four-and-a-half years in total 
before having a transplant last year, 
initially set himself a target of running 
a 5K marathon and competed in the 
mini-marathon event at the games. 

He said: “I set myself a personal 
goal of running a 5K within a year, 
which is a lap around Chasewater, 
before the anniversary. It coincided 
with the British Transplant Games in 
Birmingham and that became my goal. 

“I registered for a few events, in¬ 
cluding shot put. I ran the race and 
then I went to the stadium for shot 
put. 

“I ended up coming third with a 
bronze medal and then I qualified for 
Team GB to represent them at the 
World Transplant Games in Newcastle 
in 2019. It was a whirlwind weekend.” 

Mr Black first contracted a kidney 
illness in 2005 and described it as a 
‘gradual process’ which led to kidney 
failure in 2013. 

The 49-year-old was put on dialysis 
at Queen Elizabeth Hospital in Bir¬ 
mingham while he waited for a match. 

He said: “I spent a year and then 
three-and-a-half years on dialysis. I 
was finding it hard because constant 
dialysis does have its own drawbacks 
like osteoporosis, your joints start to 
stiffen and slow down, but I’m for¬ 


tunate and now I’m part of the GB 
team.” 

Mr Black’s mother and two friends 
were matches, but were unable to do¬ 
nate their kidneys due to last minute 
complications. 

He said: “My friend, Dean Harri¬ 
son, decided he would donate and was 
a perfect match. Halfway through the 
test my antibody count increased and 


he didn’t match me. Since he didn’t 
match me he did a swap around and 
swapped his kidney with someone who 
matched me. I’ve got his kidney but 
only because of the original donor. 

“I’ve wrote to him and I’m going 
to send him the medal I won and to 
thank him for the opportunity. 

“I write on the anniversary, but I 
respect his anonymity.” 


nr p y |f ^ ¥\ w\ i ^ Specialists in Bespoke Oak, Pine, 
££ DNldnma Painted and Reclaimed Furniture 

A huge choice of quality Furniture in our 
fantastic two storey showroom 


Pine & Furniture 




Bespoke Hallway Units - made on premises 


Vermont Light Oak Range 


Lisbon Painted Range - Available in White or Grey 



Rutland Painted Range made on premises 


Zenn 100% Solid Oak Collection 


Shop online: www.britanniapine.co.uk Visit our EIEB shop: handcraftedfumitureuk 
Britannia Pine, Unit 9B Watling Street, Business Park, Cannock, Staffordshire WS119XG | Tel: 01543 379888 | Email: britanniap@aol.com 

Opening hours: Monday to Saturday 9am - 5pm; Sundays & Bank Holidays 10am - 4pm 

www.britanniapine.co.uk 
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HOLIDAY 

MONDAY 


Valid until 27th August 2018 


FLOORS 4 YOU 

THE FLOORING SPECIALISTS 






OVJB 


\J\SM 


154 GREEN LANE, WALSALL, WS2 8LE 
T: 01922 610700 W: www.floors4you.co.uk 
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Aldridge Fireplaces 

BANK HOLIDAY 

NOW ON 



25% OFF all gas and electric fires 
when purchased with a suite 


FREE FITTING 


(excludes fires only) 


25% OFF VOUCHER 


T 


Valid until 27th August 2018 (Bank Holiday) 

* Bring voucher to claim discount 


T! 




51A ANCHOR ROAD, ALDRIDGE WS9 8PT 

01922 458017 iS 

OPEN MONDAY TO SATURDAY 10am-4.30pm 


Personal service is our top 
priority at Aldridge Fireplaces 



Bank holiday savings are available on fireplaces like this one 


Commercial feature 

As the winter is fast 
approaching, why not 
take advantage of some 
spectacular savings, by 
visiting Aldridge Fireplaces’ 
buoyant fireplace showroom 
in the centre of Aldridge 
town. 

Since relocating to Aldridge 
10 years ago the company 
seems to be going from 
strength to strength. 

Aldridge fireplaces is a 
family-owned business with 
brothers Matt and Dan Pennell 
at the helm. “Our emphasis is 
based on a relaxed, personal 
service where we offer a 
no rush service,” Matt said. 
“We realise your fireplace 
purchase is probably a 
purchase you are only going 
to make once in around 
20 years or even once in a 
lifetime, so if the customer 
can’t decide in the shop we 
will visit each individual home 
to offer our expert opinion.” 

The stylish showroom 
features some exclusive 
marble and Portuguese 
limestone displays, solid 
wood and stone surrounds. 
“We also now offer a wide 
range of wood burning stoves, 
that you can browse through 
brochures at your own 
convenience,” said Dan. 

It’s been a really positive 
few years after the company 
received the most testimonials 


in 2016 for ‘most loved 
fireplace shop’ in the UK via 
the best of Walsall website. 

“This was an award 
myself and matt were really 
proud of as it was based 
on testimonials left by our 
customers,” Matt added. 

2017 saw Aldridge fireplaces 
finish 3rd after there category 
was extended to home 
improvements but they were 
still top fireplace showroom in 
the uk (on the bestof sites). 

They now have well over 
100 testimonials on the 
bestofwalsall website which 
can be viewed at www. 
bestofwalsall.co.uk. 

The firms experienced sales 
staff are also able to offer 


packages to suit all ages 
and styles of home.and offer 
quality products at affordable 
prices,as well as manufacture 
bespoke fireplaces to the 
correct size for each customer 
if required. 

In addition to this there is 
currently FREE FITTING on 
offer when you purchase any 
fire with a suite. “But there’s 
also some more good news 
from this Friday, Saturday 
and bank holiday Monday, we 
are carrying out one of our 
biggest offers to date,” said 
Dan. 

“We feel as it’s our tenth 
year anniversary and as it’s 
a bank holiday this is a great 
opportunity for families to get 


out and with this in mind we 
wanted to offer our best offer 
yet. 

“This weekend only if you 
purchase any of our fireplace 
suites you’ll receive 25 per 
cent off any of our gas or 
electric fires, this could 
possibly save you around 
£300 on average,” Matt 
added. 

Aldridge fireplaces will 
then fit both your newly 
purchased fireplace and fire 
for absolutely nothing as well. 
“We find this is where we excel 
compared to other fireplace 
showrooms in the area who 
just offer a card from a third 
party engineer,” Dan added. 

In the past Aldridge 
fireplaces have celebrated 
there anniversary with 
different offers however this 
is there best offer yet. With all 
this in mind there’s never been 
a better time to purchase a 
new fireplace from us,this 
offer is not to be missed. 

The offer starts at 10am 
This Friday and runs 
through till Saturday 10am 
till 4.00pm,Sunday closed 
and reopening bank holiday 
Monday 10am till 4.00pm. 

Aldridge Fireplaces is 
located at 51a Anchor Road, 
Aldridge, WS9 8PT, opposite 
the Crown Pub (the elms 
pub). The firm offers a unique 
shopping experience, friendly, 
helpful staff and extremely 
competitive pricing. 


DRIVEWAYS & PATIOS 

We are a well established surfacing contractor in Walsall, West Midlands 

Our business was established in 1998, and since its inception, has provided superior quality tarmacadam, concreting and paving in our service area. We are able to undertake works ranging 
in size from residential driveways to commercial and public service contracts. We pride ourselves on our standards of workmanship and the satisfaction of our customers, large or small, is 

of the highest importance. 

20% OFF DISCOUNT FOR OAPS 










Proud members of the 
GUILD OF MASTER 
CRAFTSMEN 



01922 898379 

E-mail info@walsalltarmacltd.co.uk 
www.walsalltarmacadam.com 


_£ 


Find us on 

facebook 


































Mick cuts a dash in 
Wolves creation 



Barber Mick Stanley with his specially crafted Wolves 
top, and the man who helped create it, Hayden Gard 


OLD gold and...white? One barber had the shock of a life¬ 
time when his boss asked him to take the scissors to his 
brand-new Wolves tops. 

Mick Stanley, owner of Stanley’s Barbers in Wolver¬ 
hampton, asked head barber Hayden Gard to take charge 
of a different kind of cut - his 2018/19 Wolves shirts. 

“There’s nothing Hayden can’t cut, he is literally a cut 
above,” Mick said. “When I asked him to cut my shirts he 
was shocked but I was confident in his skills.” 

Despite spending the full £100 for both shirts, Mick was 
determined to stand out from the crowd and have the two 
tops fused into one. 

He said: “I like both shirts and they look great together. 
At first I didn’t take to the home top but together with the 
away one it’s perfect. It’s probably my age that I didn’t like 
it at first but I love the colours together. 

“I asked my friend Stella to sow them together and it 
went very smoothly. I don’t think it’ll take off as a trend, 
but it’s different.” 

Mick, 59, who has been a Wolves fan since he was 14, 
looks after his 91-year-old mother and struggles to get to 
many games. He does, however, have a ticket for when 
Wolves host the champions Manchester City on Saturday, 
and he’ll be wearing his creation on the day. 

Police bring 
in civilians 
to help plug 
officer gaps 


POLICE forces in the West Midlands and 
Staffordshire are hiring a record number of 
‘civilian investigators’ to cover a shortage in 
officers, it has been revealed. 

A total of 126 investigators were being used by 
West Midlands Police in April and 89 by Stafford¬ 
shire Police. This compares to a combined total of 


just 51 in 2014. 

Investigators receive six 
to eight weeks training cov¬ 
ering interviewing, taking 
statements, criminal law 
and building a case file. 

Jobs also include carrying 
out house-to-house inquiries 
after a crime. The increased 
use of the officers come as 
both forces record huge 
drops in officer numbers 
due to policing cuts. West 
Midlands Police has spent 
more than £4 million on the 
civilian officers since 2014. 

The latest figures are 
from April and were ob¬ 
tained through a Freedom 
of Information Act request. 

A spokesman for the force 
said: “Police officers are pri¬ 
oritised for key roles that 
require police powers and 
as part of this, police staff 


Report by Alex Ross 

investigators are recruited 
for some roles that do not 
require warranted powers. 

“In the past five years, 
recruiting temporary staff 
has been necessary while 
the force continued to re¬ 
cruit staff with the required 
skills. Taking on temporary 
staff allowed more time to 
plan how this role would be 
able to fit into the investiga¬ 
tions area of business as a 
longer-term strategy.” 

At West Midlands Police 
civilian officers get up to 
£26,802 a year, compared 
to £24,030 at Staffordshire. 
A spokesman said: “Every 
investigative officer receives 
six to eight weeks training 
before they start.” 



THE PEARL LEATHER SUITE FULLY RECLINING ALL COMBINATIONS 
AVAILABLE 3 SEATER SOFA 2 SEATER SOFA AND CHAIRS 

IN BLACK BLUE OR GREY. FANTASTIC VALUE - MUST BE SEEN! J 



Sandown Showood 



St Ives Showood Warwick Queen Anne Yasmin Showood 


COME AND VIEW THE NEW RANGE OF ORTHO CHAIRS JUST IN 

READY TO TAKE AWAY OR ORDER A NEW COLOUR START FROM £199 


If you suffer from poor circulation and often find yourself with painful, 
swollen legs and ankles our patented high leg will make a huge difference 



Neutral High-Leg Lift Rise to stand 


WE HAVE A WIDE RANGE OF UFT AND RISE CHAIRS FROM MODERN TO TRADITIONAL 

START FROM £499 MUST BE SEEN 
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Furniture 

N ^ J ^ j j www.fumiturenation.co.uk 


TEL: 01922 711177 



B espoke 

soup, _ iijj. 

WOOD 

kitefiens r ® 

Qi 

made 
to 



Painted Welsh Dressers 
Made to size 



Oak & Painted 
Coffee Tables from £199 


Painted Wooden Kitchens 
Made to size 


Oak TV Cabinets 
from £189 


Oak & Painted 
Shabby Chic 
Furniture from £99 


WE ARE HERE 


WE CAN MAKE FURNITURE TO YOUR SIZES! 


UNIT 3, ARROW 
INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, 
STRAIGHT ROAD, 
WILLENHALL, 
WEST MIDLANDS, 
WV12 5AE 


free 
delivery - 
25% OFF 
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Pensioner 
died after 
fall from 
toll bridge 


A PENSIONER died when he was hit by a lor¬ 
ry after falling from a bridge on the M6 Toll, 
an inquest in Cannock heard. 

Philippe Morgan, known as Phil, walked to the 
bridge from his home in Watling Street, Bridgtown. 
The 68-year-old, who suffered from severe epilepsy, 
is understood to have had a seizure causing him to 


fall to his death. 

The hearing was told a 
post mortem found he died 
of multiple injuries incident 
which happened at about 
8.30am on February 23 be¬ 
tween junctions T7 and T8. 

Pc Matt Lovatt, of the re¬ 
gional collision investigation 
unit at Staffordshire Police, 
said: “It was a clear cold 
morning and there were no 
problems with visibility and 
the roads were not icy. 

“It happened around 
five minutes walk from his 
home. I spoke to neighbours 
who had seen him go for a 
walk so it would have been 
reasonable for him to have 
been there at that time. 

“Witnesses said he was 
alone on the bridge. He 
was seen leaning onto the 
parapet and rocking back¬ 
wards and forwards on the 


By Tom Oakley 

railings. He suffered from 
arthritis and so would 
have been difficult for him 
to climb over the railings. 
The driver of the HGV has 
described having no time to 
stop. He does appear to have 
reacted quite quickly.” 

Mr Morgan had a vagus 
nerve stimulation (VNS) de¬ 
vice fitted last year, which 
had helped to control his sei¬ 
zures. When he could first 
feel a seizure coming on, 
he would move a wristband 
towards his chest but Pc Lo¬ 
vatt said he was not wearing 
the wristband at the time. 

Coroner Andrew Haigh 
recorded a narrative verdict 
concluding that his death 
was from falling from a 
bridge while suffering epi¬ 
leptic seizure. 


Golfers tee off for 
charity fundraiser 



Martin Wainwright, Perton Park Golf Club, The Haven’s 
Jade Seeker, Dicky Dodd and TRiM’s Marcello Mongiovi 

A GOLF club is inviting enthusiasts to tee off for a chari¬ 
ty round. Perton Park Golf Club is staging the fundraiser 
for The Haven, a charity supporting women and children 
who are vulnerable to domestic violence, homelessness and 
abuse. 

Only a few spaces remain for the event on September 
21, sponsored by TRiM barbershops and hosted by Signal 
107’s Dicky Dodd. 

The day will begin with tea and coffee and a breakfast 
bap before heading out onto the course for 18 holes of golf, 
with mini competitions including beat the pro. The club¬ 
house will later welcome the teams for a three-course meal. 

Jade Seeker, The Haven senior community fundraiser, 
said: “We are really looking forward to hosting our first golf 
day.” Entry to the competition is £45 per person and teams 
must be made up of four players. Book at www.havenref- 
uge.org.uk/events. 

























































Bakery shuts up shop 
as too costly to run 



Bakehouse owner Tom Williams lets customers know it has closed 


A BAKERY and cafe has shut 
up shop with its boss saying 
it had become too costly to 
run. 

Regulars say the closure of The 
Bakehouse in Goodall Street, Wal¬ 
sall is a sad loss for the town. 

The popular cafe, which hosted reg¬ 
ular events for community groups, 
shut its doors suddenly. Owner Tom 
Williams said the business had sadly 
become too costly to run, but he hopes 
to return in the next few years. 

The 29-year-old, who ran the busi¬ 
ness by himself, said: “It is really sad 
that we have had to close. This busi¬ 
ness was always a dream of mine. 

“But we got to the point though 
where we had used and abused the fix¬ 
tures and equipment and it was going 
to cost us £6,000 to redo everything. 
It’s an amount we really could just not 
put into it.” 

The Bakehouse has been a focal 
point in Walsall for nearly four years. 
It ran as a general cafe, a bakery, and 
also a community hub for locals to 
meet at. It hosted weekly events such 
as a crafters session, Saturday brunch, 
and board game night. 

Tom, who lives in Kingstanding, 
added: “Closing the cafe will really 
impact the local community. Our tight 
group of regulars and community 
groups will be the ones most disap¬ 
pointed by the closure. 

“It was a hard decision to make, to 
close up, but I’m glad it was me who 
made the decision and not the bailiffs.” 

The baker now plans to get another 
catering job in the West Midlands 
area, and spend the next few years 
saving for his next business venture. 

“I don’t want people to get their 
hopes up but of course I would like to 
come back,” he said. 


“I just want to thank everyone for 
what they’ve done, I really appreciate 
all the support. I couldn’t have done 
it without the support from everyone, 
all the locals getting behind me. People 
knew we were trying.” 

The Bakehouse announced the clo¬ 
sure on Facebook on Monday - the 
day it officially shut up shop for good 
- and Tom has already started moving 
out equipment. He will be officially 


all moved out by September 1. Loyal 
customers expressed their sadness on 
social media. 

Paul Allen said in response to the 
Facebook post: “Oh no. Such sad news. 
I always liked our truly independent 
place to eat and have coffee. Another 
tragic loss for you and for the town.” 

Jakob Whitfield added: “So sorry to 
hear this - the bakehouse was a bright 
spot in Walsall’s cafes.” 


SINGLE STOREY EXTENSIONS OR CONVERT/MODIFY YOUR 
EXISTING CONSERVATORY WITH ULTRAFRAME ‘UVINROOF’ 


WHY ‘UVINROOF’? 

• Glass where you want it!! ™ 

• Shapes or rectangles!! £3 

• No need for ‘Velux’ roof openings 

• Extra living space 365 days a year 

• Perimeter and ceiling LED downlighting to create the 
right ambience 

• Many local completed installations available to view! 

RING NOW FOR DETAILS 

CONVERT YOUR CONSERVATORY 
TO A SINGLE STOREY EXTENSION! 




WINNER OF THE ULTRAFRAME INSTALLER OF THE 
MONTH FOR DECEMBER! 

When the couple that own this property got fed up 
with having to wear a hat to protect themselves from 
summer glare, they quickly dismissed other solid roofs 
in favour of Livinroof. But it wasn’t just the flexible 
glazing and 'real room’ feel that wowed the couple it 
was the expert installation that really impressed the 
couple, Mr & Mrs T from Lichfield explain "With any 
home improvement project you always hope it will be 
straightforward but in reality that’s rarely the case. But I 
can say with absolute authority that everything Cardinal 
Home Improvements promised became a reality.” 


it! B 


WINDOWS | DOORS | PORCHES | PATIOS | GARAGE CONVERSIONS | BI-FOLDING DOORS 

7 Station Street, Cheslyn Hay, WS6 7ED cardinal 
T: 01922 413013 F: 01922 415245 Home Improvements 


www.cardinalhomeimprovements.co.uk 































The Chronicle Thursday, August 23, 2018 


16 


Clearance Sale Now On! SS 



Latlf S J WAREHOUSE 


BIRMINGHAM CITY CENTRE BILSTON WOLVERHAMPTON 

New Canal Street, Digbeth B5 5PL Loxdale St, Wolverhampton WV14 OTP 

Mon-Wed: 9.30am - 6pm • Thurs: 9.30am - 8pm • Fri & Sat: 9.30am - 6pm • Sun: 11am - 5pm (Birmingham store) • Sun: 10am - 4pm 


0800 00 92 555 www.latifs.co.uk an 


LatifsUK 


No Membership Required. Open To The Public. All Prices Include VAT. Free parking for customers, whilst shopping in store. 
*Terms and conditions apply. See in store for details. Pictures for illustration purposes only. 


£300 raised for cancer research 


MORE than 600 people dropped into 
a special By the Sea event and raised 
£300 for Cancer Research. Walsall 
College, 02 and Cancer Research were 
among the organisations offering ad¬ 
vice and information to those visiting 
the whg-organised event. 

The theme of the event was digital 
skills and encouraged people to sign up 


to ‘click start’, a Black Country project 
that encourages vulnerable people to 
make the most of the internet. 

The mayor of Walsall, Councillor 
Marco Longhi, and whg’s Group Chief 
Executive officially opened the event 
with a ribbon-cutting ceremony. 

Gary Fulford, whg’s Group Chief 
Executive, said: “This event is always 


one of the highlights of the year for 
both customers and colleagues and 
I’m delighted that so many families 
dropped in to enjoy our annual open 
day.” 

“It’s really important to us that we 
work with our customers. Events like 
these are a great way to promote the 
wide range of services we offer.” 


Whitewater raft accident won’t stop Samuel 




Property tycoon Samuel Leeds seen with a team of volunteers on a Whitewater raft in Uganda, before the disaster 


Millionaire missionary 
in Uganda fall drama 

‘I WILL grow as a person 
from this experience and I 
have tremendous faith in God 
- my knee might be broken in 
various places, but my spirit 
remains’. 

Self-made millionaire Samuel 
Leeds says he is determined to 
bounce back after shattering his 
kneecap during a freak white wa¬ 
ter rafting accident on the River 
Nile. 

The 27-year-old is now back at home 
with his wife Amanda in Lichfield, but 
his leg is in full plaster cast and he has 
just been told by doctors he may not be 
able to walk properly again. 

Mr Leeds, a devout Christian, says 
the set-back will not stop his missions 
on the African continent, and his work 
as a successful businessman back 
home. He had been in Uganda visiting 
villages benefitting from rain water 
collection tanks he had paid for when 
he went white water rafting on an ad¬ 
venture expedition last month. 

The raft capsized and he was thrown 
20ft down a waterfall when his kneecap 
hit rocks. After a week of treatment in 
hospital in the capital Kampala, Mr 
Leeds is back with his family. 

Determined 

“I’m not the sort of person who is 
going to let something like this knock 
me back, I’m determined to prove the 
doctors wrong,” he said. 

“I have a strong faith, a loving fam¬ 
ily and a huge passion for my work. 

“It’s like Rocky said, it isn’t about 
how hard you hit, but how hard you 
get hit and keep moving forward.” 

Mr Leeds is no ordinary business¬ 
man, having left school at 16 and first 
setting out on a career as a magician. 

But he soon discovered property 
and, at the age of 17, he went to a 
home-buying networking event. He 
bought a house under market value 
and rented it out, the first step toward 
the multi-million pound business, 

Leeds Group, he runs with his brother 
Russell. They now own 26 houses and 
the group, which also includes a con¬ 
struction company, a lettings agency 
and another firm sourcing proper¬ 
ties for investors, has a turnover of 
£250,000 a month. 

Mr Leeds also provides talks at 
property investment events and writes 



Samuel, with his leg in plaster, at home with wife Amanda and daughter Ruby 



Inspirational, Arnold Schwarzenegger Samuel with Richard Branson 


books. His latest, Buy Low Rent High, 
has sold 42,000 copies in 15 months. 

He says he has been inspired by 
successful people he has met. They 
include Alan Sugar, at a business net¬ 
working event in London, and actors 
Arnold Schwarzenegger, and Sylvester 
Stallone at a ‘meet and greet’ events in 
the West Midlands. 

But at the core of Mr Leeds’ life is 
religion. He donates 10 per cent of his 
profits - and his wages - to the Church 
and helping impoverished villagers 
in Africa through his Good News All 
Round organisation. 

But disaster struck when they took 
part on the expedition called the War¬ 
rior Camp with students on his Prop¬ 


erty Investors Academy in Jinja, on 
the shore of Lake Victoria. 

The white water rafting on July 
19 was part of the expedition and in¬ 
volved seven of his team, including his 
brother and sister-in-law Anna. 

Anna was also injured when she got 
taken away down the river and was 
not found for 45 minutes. Mr Leeds 
was treated in hospital and his mother, 
Sue Gray, flew out from England to 
bring him home, paying £10,000 for 
the flight a week later. He continued 
treatment back in Birmingham.” 

He will now continue his rehabilita¬ 
tion from home with his wife and their 
daughter Ruby. The couple are expect¬ 
ing a second child next year. 
























































From left, Peter James, Wayne Thompson, David Keates and Baron Richardson 

Military beat on 
the Chase with 
special weekend 


FROM the heroes of the Great 
War to English Civil War soldiers 
- the tales of military life from the 
Anglo-Saxon period to the pres¬ 
ent day were told at a special 
event. 

The Cannock Chase Military History 
Weekend took place on Saturday and 
Sunday at Marquis Drive Visitor Cen¬ 
tre. 

It is organised each year by Staffordshire 
County Council’s Rangers Service and is 
free to attend. 

Among crowds of dedicated enthusiasts 
were a group representing Tommies from 
the 14th Battalion Royal Warwickshire 
Regiment, which is known as the Birming¬ 
ham Pals. Robert Palfrey, aged 31, from the 
group, said: “The Birmingham Pals trained 
in 1914 and went over to France in 1915 - 
their first battle was at the Somme, which 
unfortunately was rather disastrous for 
them. 

“We take part in a lot of events similar 
to this, with it being the final year of the 
centenary we’ve been busy for almost nine 
weeks on the trot. 


“There’s a lot of like-minded people at 
these events. You meet people who do the 
same thing but from different eras - we 
learn from each other about different parts 
of history.” 

The Staffordshire Corps of Drums group 
also went along. They turned up not only 
for a demonstration but to appeal for new 
members to sign up. Rob Elliott, of Hed- 
nesford, was re-enacting the role of a red 
coat of Colonel Pulteney’s 13th Regiment 
of Foot and specialising in the dates 1742 
to 1748. 

The 33-year-old is part of the Lacewars 
group - made up of a number of regiments 
depicting both military and civilian life dur¬ 
ing the 18th century. 

They aim to recreate as authentically as 
possible a unit of soldiers, and their depend¬ 
ants in King George II’s service. 

Mr Elliott said: “We would have been bat¬ 
tling the French. Our group is made up of 
people from all over Europe but we try to go 
to events in the Midlands. 

“The event has been really good this 
weekend, on the Saturday night we teamed 
up with the American First World War sol¬ 
diers and they fired our guns and we fired 
theirs, which was great fun.” 


TIME FOR A NEW GARAGE DOOR? 

GREAT NEWS!! YOU’VE GOT YOUR TIMING SPOT ON! 

The Electronic roller-door is possibly the most popular garage door by a mile. There are 
obvious reasons why; space saving, extra width, extra height, neat and compact, totally 
secure, reliable and safe, maintenance free - the list 
goes on... Many companies charge between **£2500 and £3000 for a 
Rolling Garage Door. But when it comes to quality and price, We are possibly the best in 
the UK - by a mile!! We are one of the biggest UK door manufacturers. You will see, with 
us you will save yourselves ££££s 
for a truly fantastic new door. 

**£2500! OUR PRICE!! 

NOW ONLY 


INCLUDING FITTING: LIMITED TIME ONLY 

PREPARE TO BE IMPRESSED: 



• Totally bespoke, made to measure!! 

• We take away your old door FREE OF CHARGE 

• Top quality electric operated rolling 
garage door 

• Double skinned top quality insulated aluminium 

• Totally maintenance free 

• So neat & compacted & space saving, giving 
you extra width & extra height 

• White as standard, other colours available 

• Roller garage doors, absolute top quality 
garage door, for lower than 

UK high street DIY retailer 


FOR MORE INFORMATION ON THIS SPECIAL DEAL 

CALL NOW 01376 571778 


www.roller-shutter-doors-uk.com 



wvett20,000^ 
&fwficarpets t 
f arihlbeds £ I 


CARPET AND BED WAREHOUSE 


OPEN 


FREE Estimates • FAST Fitting Service 
• FREE Parking on site at our stores 
• Additional savings on housefulls 
l • We beat any tike for like quote 


LICHFIELD 


HEATH HAYES 

Five Ways House, Five Ways, 

Heath Hayes WS123EA 

Open: 9am - 5.30pm Monday - Friday, 9am - 5pm Saturday 

Tel: 01889 579074 Tel: 01543 270652 Tel: 01543 897070 


WALSALL WOOD 


HUGELEY 


Open: 9am-5.30pm Monday-Friday, 9am-5pm Saturday 
and 10am-4pm Sunday 


Open: 9am - 5.30pm Monday - Friday, 9am - 5pm Saturday 


9.00am - 5.30pm Monday ■ Friday, 9.00am - 5pm Saturday 


Tel: 01543 41 0956 
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CUl NOW FOR HUGE DISCIINIS 
TIIOUGHOUTAUGUST 





Window ech 

In erfrai 


erframe Ltd 

The Name You CAN Trust 


Walsall: 

01922 455018 

Wolverhampton: 

01902 58205 


Units 1,2 & 9 Brickyard Road, Aldridge WS9 8SR 

View our online video @ 

www.windowtechinterframe.co.uk 


Improving Homes for over 28 years 




Lorries help drive home 
point of organ donation 



Convoy - Andrew Day, with his wife Rachel Day, at the Holiday Inn, Walsall 


DOZENS of lorries took to 
the roads of the Black Coun¬ 
try this weekend for a charity 
truck convoy. 

The Kingswinford Charity 
Truck Convoy saw 44 lorries drive 
across the region to help raise 
awareness of organ donation. 

The event is organised by Andrew 
Day, aged 45, of Dudley, whose wife 
Rachel, 42, is fighting a terminal 
illness where her immune system at¬ 
tacks her organs. 

She had a transplant after being di¬ 
agnosed three years ago but it rejected 
her system - now she needs another 
one but is yet to find a match. 

The convoy, which took place on 
Saturday afternoon, began at the 
Hilton Park Services on Junction 10a 
of the M6 before journeying through 
Wolverhampton, Bilston and Dudley. 

The HGVs headed towards Stour- 
port for a charity part and auction in 
the evening. 

Lorry driver Mr Day said the event 
was ‘fantastic’. 

“We hold the convoy every year - it’s 
for organ donor awareness to get the 
word out further that more organ do¬ 
nors are needed to save people’s lives. 

“My wife had a transplant a few 
years ago because her immune system 
keeps attacking her organs. 

“She needs another transplant now 
to give her chance of staying around 
for longer. Her organs started failing 
three years ago now, the doctors didn’t 
think she would make it this far but 
has proved to everyone she’s got the 
fight and is willing to keep going. 

“With another transplant it may 
give her some more years but it 
wouldn’t cure her because the illness 
is terminal. 

“It was fantastic. We got quite a lot 
of attention from the public and all the 
drivers who take part cover their own 
costs to support the cause.” 

Lorry drivers travelled from as far 


as Bristol to take part in the event, 
which Mr Day says will get the support 
of Wolverhampton Council next year. 

Although he still works as a lorry 
driver, he has stopped working abroad 
and spends much of his time at their 
home looking after his wife. 

He added: “I’ve stopped working 
away now so I can spend time and help 
care for Rachel because she’s not very 


well at the moment. I do still drive but 
only when I have to. It’s great for the 
lorry drivers to be able to meet up - 
we’re all like a family of drivers. We all 
come together and help each other out 
for things like this. 

“Rachel came along and really en¬ 
joyed herself. She loved it and was 
grateful of the support from the driv¬ 
ers and the public.” 


Jennifer Ashe & Son 


At your Service 24 Hours a day 7 Days a Week 
Call us: 01543 378022 


FtiHsntl fhnvton 


At your service 24 Hours a day 7 days a week 
Funerals from £995 + Disbursements Pre-Payment Funeral Plans 



Simple Funeral 
£995 

Complete Package 
£2,750 

Traditional Funeral 
£1,450 

Horse Drawn Package 
A Memorable Farewell 
£3,000 


Complete Cremation 
Package Special Price 
currently £2750 

Our Complete Funeral Package is designed to 
take away the hassle of comparing different plans 
and prices for the best value for money. This 
complete package covers everything you need to 
ensure your loved one has a beautiful send off 
with floral tributes and orders of services as some 
of the extras included in this plan 


01543 378 022 


iolden Charter 



















































Jed’s new drama set 
to hit our screens 



Richard Madden, Keeley Hawes and Jed Mercurio 
at the launch of the BBC series Bodyguard 


A NEW drama from the Staffordshire-born writer of Line 
of Duty is set to hit television screens next weekend. 

Jed Mercurio, who grew up in Cannock, is back with his 
new contemporary thriller Bodyguard - which has been 
made by World Productions for BBC One. According to a 
tweet from Mercurio, the drama will begin across two con¬ 
secutive nights before switching to weekly episodes. Bod¬ 
yguard will start on Sunday, August 26, at 9pm, with the 
second episode airing on Bank Holiday Monday. It will then 
proceed to air once a week on Sunday nights. 

The new six-part series stars Line of Duty alumni Keeley 
Hawes and Game of Thrones actor Richard Madden. 

Set in and around the corridors of power, the series tells 
the fictional story of David Budd (Madden), an heroic but 
volatile war veteran now working as a Specialist Protection 
Officer for the Royalty and Specialist Protection Branch 
(RaSP) of London’s Metropolitan Police Service. 

When he is assigned to protect the ambitious and pow¬ 
erful Home Secretary Julia Montague (Hawes), Budd finds 
himself torn between his duty and beliefs. Jed is the crea¬ 
tor, writer and executive producer of the series. It is also 
stars Gina McKee, Sophie Rundle and Pippa Haywood. 


Probe due 
on knives 
after E&S 
campaign 


A LOOPHOLE allowing the sale of deadly 
knifes on the high street is to be looked into 
by Government ministers as a result of an 
Express & Star investigation. 

Crime Minister Victoria Atkins has launched the 
inquiry after images of blades purchased legally in 
Wolverhampton by the Chronicle’s sister paper were 


sent to her. 

The blades, although sim¬ 
ilar to the banned zombie 
knives, can be sold because 
they do not feature images 
or words which suggest vio¬ 
lence. But they can be just 
as lethal, and purchased for 
under £20 from shops in the 
Black Country.A petition 
calling for a review into leg¬ 
islation on the sale of knives 
has been signed by almost 
6,000 people. 

In a letter to West Mid¬ 
lands Police and Crime 
Commissioner David 
Jamieson, Ms Atkins said: 
“The definition of zombie 
knives identifies the most 
common characteristics of 
these knives and what dis¬ 
tinguishes them from other 
knives and makes them par¬ 
ticularly harmful. 

“We considered the cri- 


Report by Alex Ros s 

teria needed to describe an 
item as a zombie knife very 
carefully and if we wanted 
to remove the third element 
of the definition, that the 
weapon includes images or 
words that suggest it is to 
be used for the purposes of 
violence, we would be cap¬ 
turing a much wider range 
of knives. However, I am 
concerned by the images 
you have provided and I 
have asked my officials to 
consider this issue further.” 

Mr Jamieson said: “I am 
pleased the Home Office are 
taking this issue seriously 
and are looking closely at 
my proposals. 

“These knives have no 
practical use. The only pur¬ 
pose they have is to injure 
and kill.” 



I’m desperate for a NEW BATHROOM 

I’ve tried lots of other reputable companies but their prices are too high! CAN YOU HELP? 

YES!! WE CAN HELP YOU 



39 Lichfield Road, Wednesfield, 
Wolverhampton WV11 1TW 01902 861908 
Showroom also at 
Unit 4, Charterfield Shopping Centre, 
Charterfield Drive, Kingswinford DY6 7SH 
01384 287222 
www.yourchoice-bathrooms.co.uk 


SHOWROOMS OPEN 9am-5pm 6 Days a Week 



COMFORT BED 

Established family business for over 26 years 


OVER 170 BEDS ON DISPLAY 



SEALY BEDS 4 FREE DRAWERS - KINGSOZE 
FOR THE PRICE OF A DOUBLE ON 
SELECTED BEDS AND MATTRESSES 



ORTHOPEDIC 2 DRAW BED 
SINGLE NOW ONLY £159 
DOUBLE NOW ONLY £199 
KING NOW ONLY £249 



.1 


KINGSIZE FOR THE PRICE OF A DOU BLE 
ON ALL HYPNOS BEDS AND MATTRESSES 
STARTING FROM £499 



^ J 



10OO POCKET SPRUNG MATTRESS 
SINGLE WAS £199 NOW ONLY £119 
DOUBLE WAS £275 NOW ONLY £169 
KINGSIZE WAS £325 NOW ONLY £199 


MEMORY FOAM ORTHOPAEDIC 2 DRAWER 
BED DOUBLE OR 3/4 WAS £449 NOW ONLY 
£299 KINGSIZE WAS £499 NOW ONLY £349 



MEMORY FOAM MATTRESS 
SINGLE WAS £199 NOW ONLY £115 
DOUBLE WAS £275 NOW ONLY £169 
KINGSIZE WAS £325 NOW ONLY £199 






Huge choice of mattresses and beds in stock for immediate delivery or collection • FREE delivery in this area • Disposal of old bed • Set up service available 


WALSALL SHOWROOM 

Jubilee House, Walsall Road, Walsall Wood, Walsall WS9 9AH (Next to Barons Court Hotel) 

Open 7 days a week, Mon-Sat: 9.00am - 5.30pm, Sunday: 10.00am - 4.00pm 

01543 529146 iffi 


SUTTON COLDFIELD SHOWROOM 

51 Birmingham Road, Sutton Coldfi eld B72 1QF (By the Empire Cinema) 
Open 7 days a week, Mon - Sat: 9.30am - 5.30pm Sunday: 11.00am - 4.00pm 

0121 355 5390 


WWW.COMFORTBEDS.CO.uk • INFO@COMFORTBEDS.CO.UK 


19 


The Chronicle Thursday, August 23, 2018 
























































The Chronicle Thursday, August 23, 2018 


AT YOUR LEISURE 


Modfather 
set for date 
In the City 



MADE stars Chase 
Status and Rage MC 


MADE for hio-hoo 


A year on from the 40th anniversary of 
The Jam’s debut album, modfather Paul 
Weller is In the City - Birmingham that is - 
as he shows no signs of slowing down. 

Weller, aged 60, released his 13th studio 
album A Kind of Revolution this year and 
announced a UK arena tour. He performs 
at The Genting Arena tomorrow (Friday) 
with support from Stone Foundation, whose 
latest album Street Rituals was produced 
by ... Paul Weller. 

The concert kicks off a month of big 
name acts to perform in the second city. 

This weekend sees successful R&B vocal 
group Boyz II Men in action, famed for the 
big hit End of the Road. Catch them at the 
02 Academy on Saturday, followed by 
Grammy-award winning Justin Timberlake 
at the Arena Birmingham on Bank Holiday 
Monday, August 27. 

Fellow former Disney Club star Britney 
Spears - joined by Pitbull - performs her 
final UK arena tour date of her #1 Las 
Vegas residency show at the Genting Arena 
on August 31. 

Here Comes the Summer Son as 
Scottish alternative rock band Texas, led by 
Sharleen Spiteri, perform at the Symphony 
Hall on September 1 alongside special 
guests Imelda May and Ward Thomas as 
part of The MJR Group’s Skyline Series. 

The iconic Barry Manilow performs on 
September 4 at Arena Birmingham and 
Passenger the following night at the 02 
Institute. 

Chart-topper Jason Derulo has a date at 
Arena Birmingham on September 26. 


Chase & Status, Giggs, Andy C, Stefflon Don 
and more take centre stage at MADE For The 
Weekend in Birmingham. 

Following the successful move to Perry Park 
and a sold-out MADE Festival, the two-day 
indoor event, on October 12 and 13, will see a 
massive line-up of hip hop, grime and bass all 
under one roof at the Genting Arena. 

Other confirmed acts include Gorgon City, 
PushaT, Maleek Berry, Preditah, Nasty C, My 
Nu Leng, Dread MC and SaSaSaS. 

Procedings kick off on October 12 with 
rapper Pusha T, president of Kanye West’s 
GOOD Music label, who recently releassed 
new album Daytona. Grime artist Gigg, female 


star Stefflon Don and homegrown Birmingham 
talent, the DJ and producer Preditah also take 
the stage, along with the British-Nigerian act 
Maleek Berry. 

Chase & Status, best remembered for their 
2009 top 10 hit End Credits, are among the 
illustrious line-up for the Saturday, alongside 
Andy C, who recently sold out Wembley Arena 
in three days. 

Gorgon City bring their bass-infused 
Kingdom brand to the Genting Arena in a 
special extended DJ set. Bristol duo My Nu 
Leng featuring Dread MC also join the line-up, 
while SaSaSaS appear hot on the heels of a 
stellar performance at MADE Festival 2018. 


There will be a back set from Bushbaby and 
Sammy Virji and Resonance Records head 
honcho Max Chapman will fly the flag for UK 
talent. House producer Eli Brown completes 
the existing set. More top names are likely to 
be announced. 

MADE Festival director Pete Jordan said: 
“After the fifth year of MADE Festival summer 
edition and a 12,000 sell-out at Perry Park in 
July, we felt it was time to take the brand to the 
next level. 

“We wanted to bring the extravaganza of the 
festival into an indoor setting, and in autumn 
when the UK festival season is well and truly 
over.” 


Oh, What A 
Night ahead 
at theatre 

Theatregoers can enjoy the sounds of 
Frankie Valli and the Four Seasons as the 
hit musical The Jersey Boys returns to 
Wolverhampton’s Grand Theatre. 

It tells the true life story of four boys from 
the wrong side of the tracks who wrote their 
own songs, invented a unique sound, and 
sold 175 million records worldwide. 

It will feature hit after legendary hit 
including Beggin’, Can’t Take My Eyes Off 
You, Oh, What A Night!, Sherry, Walk Like a 
Man, Rag Doll, Bye Bye Baby and Big Girls 
Don’t Cry. 

The show runs at the Lichfield Street 
venue from August 28 to September 8 at 
7.30pm each night plus 2.30pm matinees 
on Wednesday, Thursday and Saturday. 

Meanwhile, Move It, Move It to the New 
Alexandra Theatre in Birmingham to join 
Alex the lion, Marty the zebra, Melman the 
giraffe, Gloria the hippo and those plotting 
penguins as they bound onto the stage in 
the Madagascar the Musical. 

Based on the smash-hit animated 
movie, it follows the group of friends as 
they escape from their home in New York’s 
Central Park Zoo and find themselves on an 
unexpected journey to the madcap world of 
King Julien’s Madagascar. 

It runs until September 4 and arrives in 
Wolverhampton next May. 

Matilda runs until September 8 at the 
Birmingham Hippodrome, while a smash- 
and-grab production - The Comedy About 
A Bank Robbery - runs at the city’s Rep 
until September 8. It would be criminal to 
miss it! 



All THIS AND MUCH MORI THIS BANK HOLIDAY WEEKEND 


SUNDAY 26 • MONDAY 27 AUGUST 




OfiNWna V tm« 

I <>«•'»« till 


Ir««ni CLaractari 


50p OFF 

a ride (t&c’s apply) 


Broadway Norm WS1 ?QB 

LAKGfc me CAH FAJtK • ON SITt TOILETS 


50p OFF 

a ride (t&c’s apply) 


50p OFF 

a ride (t&c’s apply) 


SFTtIlde Wyrley Hall 




Friday 14th 
September 


Monday Night * 

* Bingo 

* Thursday Night • 

* i Live i 

* Entertainment 

* . Sunday Night 

* *V Open Mic "V 


lierkeller 

Sehunklers 

| Bavarian German 
Oompah band 

\ Tickets £15 with 
i interval snacks 


Friday 

9th November 

1940’s Rememberance Celebration* 

Tickets £5 


Olde Hall Lane, Great Wyrley, West Midlands WS6 6LL Tel:01922 417271 





































Double Crossword 


BRAIN GYM 


No.494 


Codeword 


Each number in the grid represents a different letter of 
the alphabet and every letter of the alphabet is used. Use 
the given letter(s) to the right of the main grid to start you 
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Choose either quick or cryptic clues - 
both fit the same grid. 


Cryptic Clues: 

Across 

3. Medical containers 
houses (4-5) 

8. Kind of stone for 
citrus fruit (4) 

9. They make rings 
round ships’ 
equipment (9) 

10. There’s no part for 
the benefactor (6) 

11. See 23 Down 

14. Dress up for a start 
to the day, we 
hear (5) 

15. Collapse - minor 
operation after the 
doctor is seen (4) 

16. Negotiate for 
something that 
gives particular 
pleasure (5) 

18. Bird put in the crate 
alone (4) 

20. Eastern potentate 
elected 
repeatedly (5) 

21 & 12Dn. Moralists 
at the neighbouring 
hostelry? (5,9) 

24. Shrubby plant 
needed before the 
Spanish produce a 
quantity of grain (6) 

25. Warships to check 
credentials in 
escort 

arrangement (9) 

26. See 24 Down 

27. An assortment of 
roofs here on the 
edge of the sea (9) 


Down 

1. Help set an 
arrangement for 
trumpeters (9) 

2. Mix me a lotion 
likely to excite 
sensitivity (9) 

4. Club used for 
evening out (4) 

5. Part of a flap 
elongated on a 
coat (5) 

6. Used to being 
deposed? (6) 

7. Late afternoon 
function 
unfinished (4) 

9. Nobleman to be of 
some 

importance (5) 

11. Missile associated 
with the sea (5) 

12. See 21 Across 

13. Weak, lacking 
prickles (9) 

17. A gust will disturb 
the river (5) 

19. Art Gallery 
window (6) 

22. Wait cheerfully to 
find a letter 
within (5) 

23 & 11 Ac. What to do 
after retiring (2,2,5) 

24&26Ac. Carry 
weapons with 
sleeves rolled up, 
one hears (4,4) 
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Quick Clues: 


Across 

Down 

3. Extempore (9) 

1. Transient (9) 

8. Pool (4) 

2. Consultation (9) 

9. Begin (9) 

4. Market (4) 

10. Excuse (6) 

5. Correct (5) 

11. Guide (5) 

6. Heeded (6) 

14. Young eel (5) 

7. Carry (4) 

15. Daybreak (4) 

9. Musical drama (5) 

16. Distant (5) 

11. Laziness (5) 

18. Afresh (4) 

12. Storyteller (9) 

20. Arouse (5) 

13. Compensate (9) 

21. Ire (5) 

17. Less (5) 

24. Conquered (6) 

19. Squirm (6) 

25. Competitor (9) 

22. Dogma (5) 

26. Grass (4) 

23. Prod (4) 

27. Dining-room (9) 

24. Endure (4) 
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Sudoku 
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LAST WEEK’S 
SOLUTIONS > 

7 I 3 I 8 I 1 I 6 I 9 I 4 I 5 I 2 

IT X TT IT IT 

1 69254873 

821 745396 

45391 6287 

976382145 
~ 1 7 TTTI 6 8 

682591 734 


LAST WEEK’S CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS: 
CRYPTIC - Across: 1 Hymn; 3 Sergeant; 8 Gala; 
9 Priority; 11 Air sea rescue; 13 Amazon; 

14 Arrays; 17 Fit as a fiddle; 20 Ungainly; 

21 Unit; 22 Detonate; 23 Hand. 

Down: 1 Hogmanay; 2 Malaria; 4 Errors; 

5 Goods-train; 6 Adieu; 7 Toys; 10 Decoration; 
12 Asserted; 15 Addenda; 16 Tablet; 18 Ingot; 
19 Quid. QUICK - Across: 1 So-so; 3 Manifest; 
8 Role; 9 Converse; 11 Idiosyncrasy; 13 Hermit; 

14 Danger; 17 Faithfulness; 20 Pedantic; 

21 Stun; 22 Depleted; 23 Type. Down: 

1 Straight; 2 Soldier; 4 Amount; 5 Invariable; 

6 Earns; 7 Tier; 10 Assistance; 12 Presence; 

15 Greatly; 16 Office; 18 Add up; 19 Sped. 


Fill in the grid 
above so that 
every column, 
every row and 
each of the 3x3 
boxes contains 
all the digits 
from 1 to 9. 


r 


Quiz 


1. Whose novel Madame Bovary was 
published in 1857? 

2. Which anaesthetic was discovered by 
Justus, Baron Von Liebig? 

3. In which country was the Great Trek of 
1836-37 made? 

4. Of what is the Ivy League an eight-member 
group? 

5. Which shrub has common and hedge 
varieties? 


6. What do we call the mammal Oryctolagus 
cuniculus? 

7. Which composer’s most famous piece is 
Carnival of the Animals? 

8. Who made up the Marx Brothers cinematic 
comedy team along with Groucho, Chico 
and Zeppo? 

9. Of which tree is the ironbark a species? 

10. Which best-selling British author and 
naturalist died in January 1995? 


Last week’s solutions: 

Quiz: 1 Val Kilmer; 2 The Balkan Peninsula; 

3 Jeremy Bentham; 4 Vulture; 5 The Stars and 
Stripes; 6 French; 7 Gases; 8 Odin; 9 Harpers 
and Queen; 10 Selhurst Park. 

Niner: MANSFIELD 


Niner 




Each number from 1 to 9 represents a different letter. Solve 
the clues and insert the letters in the appropriate squares to 
discover a word which uses all nine letters. 


6452 gives a South American animal, 

28352356 gives a Latin American animal, 

9762115 gives an African animal. 
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The secret to a natural 
looking, confident smile 


Ill-fitting dentures can 
dramatically alter your jawline 
and the overall shape of 
your face. 

Why not experience the ‘uplifting’ 
effect of Lichfield Smiles’ bespoke, 
more natural-looking dentures? 

Hand-created for the perfect fit, with 
realistic tooth shape, colour and even 
gum tones, our dentures not only feel 
fantastic but help you look your best 


too. The results? A smile you can 
be proud of, renewed self-confidence 
and a smoother, more youthful 
looking jawline. 

More affordable than you’d 
ever imagine. 

Call now to book a FREE consultatior 
and let us put a smile on your face, 


Makinq New Dentures I 

• Implant Stabilisation 

dentures • Cleaning 

better. • After Care Service 



LICHFIELD 


1 r I LLU | 

Smiles 


T 01543 415 288 
E LichfieLdrasmiles.uk.com 


www.smiles.uk.com 


Matt Burnett BSc (Hon: 
GDC 123633 


Smites [MB] Limited I 46 Upper St. John Street I Lichfietd I Staffordshire I WS14 9DX 
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MONDAY 

To advertise in 

Final Whistle call our experienced sales 
team on 01902 31 31 31 

FINAL WHISTLE 


ENTERTAINMENT 

CANNOCK CHASE 

atthe PRINCE OF WALES THEATRE 


SEPTEMBER 


SHAOLIN WARRIORS 

Wednesday 5 September 
7.30pm 


V 


ANN BREEN 


Tuesday 11 
September 
7.30pm 
£15 



T-REXTASY 


Friday 7 
September 
7.30pm 
£22.50 



AMERICAN JUKEBOX 


Sunday 16 
September 
8.00pm 
£27.50 




X 

Cannock 

//Chase 

Box Office 

Inspiring 

healthy 

01543 578 762 

lifestyles 


tickets.princeofwales.live 
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Proms Extra 
(BBC2,6.50pm) 

The programme moves into the 
Royal Albert Hall for one night 
as an expectant audience 
gathers to hear Bernstein's On 
the Town. Katie Derham and 
guests discuss Mozart's 
Clarinet Concerto, Liszt's 
Hungarian Rhapsodies and a 
world premiere by singer- 
songwriter Laura Mvula. 

David Owen Norris offers 


BBCl 


6.00 Breakfast. 10.00 Saturday Kitchen 
Live. 11.30 Nadiya’s Family Favourites. 
(R) 12.00 Football Focus. 1.00 BBC 
News; Weather. 1.15 Bargain Hunt. (R) 
2.00 Live Challenge Cup Rugby League. 
Catalans Dragons v Warrington Wolves 
(Kick-off 3.00pm). 5.30 Film: Shrek 
Forever After. (2010) 

6.55 BBC News. 

7.05 Regional Programme. 

7.15 Impossible Celebrities. Dick and 
Dorn are among the 18 celebrities 
playing for charity in the quiz. Rick 
Edwards hosts. 

8.05 Pointless Celebrities. Alexander 
Armstrong and Richard Osman 
challenge more famous faces to 
take part in the unorthodox quiz 
show. This time, all the 
contestants are veterans of 
various TV talent shows or reality 
contests. MasterChef 2015 winner 
Simon Wood teams up with his 
2016 successor Jane Devonshire, 
while Lee McQueen, who won the 
fourth series of The Apprentice, 
joins forces with Yasmina 
Siadatan, the ambitious 
businesswoman who followed him 
in 2009. Plus, X Factor 2013 
champion Sam Bailey throws her 
lot in with Pop Idol series two star 
Michelle McManus, and Britain’s 
Got Talent-winning street dancer 
George Sampson bands together 
with singer and one-time Celebrity 
Big Brother star Jermaine 
Jackson. (R) 

8.50 Casualty. Wanting to keep busy, 
Alicia arrives back at work in the 
ED earlier than expected, and 
Connie gives her the job of 
medical lead for the day. OAPs 
Joseph and Reggie decide to 
sneak out of their care home and 
make their way to a diner looking 
forward to a full English breakfast, 
but just as they arrive, Reggie 
collapses and an ambulance is 
called. Louise is ready to give 
Dylan a piece of her mind about 
bringing on a CQC investigation, 
until she learns that he is going to 
clean out Sam’s locker later on. 
9.40 Mrs Brown’s Boys. Agnes turns to 
the internet to find a date for 
Valentine’s Day. (R) 

10.10 BBC News; Weather.; National 
Lottery Update. 


another Chord of the Week and 
there is a performance by 
Chineke! 


10.30 Match of the Day. 

11.50 Film: Reasonable Doubt. (2014) 
1.10 Weatherforthe Week Ahead. 1.15 
BBC News. 


BBC2 


6.40 Top Class. (R) 7.10 Marrying Mum 
and Dad. (R) 7.40 Officially Amazing 
Goes Bunkers. (R) 8.10 The Dengineers. 
(R) 8.35 Deadly Dinosaurs with Steve 
Backshall. (R) 9.05 David 
Attenborough’s Natural Curiosities. (R) 

9.30 Nature’s Miracle Babies. (R) 10.30 
Killer Whales: Beneath the Surface - 
Natural World. (R) 11.15 Rugby 
League’s Legendary Watersplash Final. 
(R) 12.00 Nigel Slater: Eating Together. 
(R) 12.30 Great British Menu. (R) 1.00 
Great British Menu. (R) 1.30 Garden 
Rescue. (R) 2.15 Escape to the Country. 
(R) 3.00 Scrappers. (R) 3.30 Saving 
Lives at Sea. (R) 4.30 Final Score. 5.15 
Flog It! (R) 5.50 A Passage to Britain. (R) 

6.50 Proms Extra. The programme 
moves into the Royal Albert Hall 
for one night as an expectant 
audience gathers to hear 
Bernstein’s On the Town. 

Presented by Katie Derham. 

7.30 Dad’s Army. The platoon plans to 
re-enact the battle between St 
George and the dragon as part of 
the Wings for Victory fundraising 
effort - unaware the ARP wardens 
have the same idea. (R) 

8.00 Blitz: The Bombs That Changed 
Britain. The deadly impact of an 
incendiary bomb that set fire to St 
Peter’s Church in the historic heart 
of Bristol on the night of Sunday 
November 24,1940. Last in the 
series. (R) 

9.00 Ql XL. Sandi Toksvig invites Jason 
Manford, Sara Pascoe, Jeremy 
Clarkson and Alan Davies to 
answer questions on the subject of 
’noble rot’ in an extended edition 
of the panel show. (R) 

9.50 Anita & Me-and Me. MeeraSyal 
journeys back to Essington in the 
Black Country, the mining village 
where she grew up, describing 
how her childhood inspired her 
coming-of-age novel Anita and 
Me. The film Anita & Me follows. 

9.55 Film: Anita & Me. (2002) Two 
girls from different ethnic 
backgrounds strike up an unlikely 
friendship during the 1970s. 
Comedy drama based on Meera 
Syal’s novel, starring Chandeep 
Uppal and Anna Brewster. 

11.25Film: Zindagi Na Milegi Dobara. 
(2011) A groom-to-be takes his 
two friends on a road trip to Spain, 
participating in extreme sports 
along the way. Comedy, starring 
Abhay Deol, Hrithik Roshan and 
Farhan Akhtar. 

1.50 This Is BBC Two. 


SATURDAY’S TV AU8UST 25 


ITV || CHANNEL 4 lCHANNEL5 ||PIGITAL 


6.00 CITV: Sooty. 6.10 Make It Pop. (R) 
6.35 Dino Dana. (R) 6.50 Om Norn 
Stories. 6.55 The Oddbods Show. (R) 
7.05 NinjaGo: Decoded. (R) 7.15 
NinjaGo: Decoded. (R) 7.30 ToonMarty. 
(R) 7.40 ToonMarty. (R) 7.55 Drop Dead 
Weird. 8.25 ITV News. 8.30 Zoe Ball on 
Saturday. 9.25 James Martin’s Saturday 
Morning. (R) 11.20 James Martin’s 
American Adventure. (R) 11.50 £10k 
Holiday Home. (R) 12.20 Love Your 
Garden. (R) 1.20 ITV News; Weather. 

1.30 ITV Racing Live: York Ebor Festival. 
The fourth and final day of the festival. 
4.00 The Chase. (R) 5.00 WOS 
Wrestling. 

6.00 ITV News; Weather. 

6.15 Regional Programme; Weather. 

6.30 Japandemonium. Afinal helping 
of the strangest Japanese TV, 
showcasing some of the maddest 
and funniest moments ever 
broadcast. This edition features 
the game of Candy or not Candy - 
where contestants bite objects to 
find out-chopsticks bungee 
jumping, and extreme pans being 
dropped on the head. Narrated by 
Melvin Odoom. Last in the series. 

7.00 Big Star’s Little Star. Stephen 
Mulhern hosts the entertainment 
show in which children spill the 
beans about famous relatives 
James Cracknell, Karen Blick 
and Vernie Bennett, talking 
about their home lives, 
making heart-warming 
revelations or telling downright 
embarrassing stories. The 
contestants are all hoping to win 
as much money as possible for 
their chosen charities. 

8.00 Film: The Lord of the Rings: The 
Return of the King. (2003) As 
hobbits Frodo and Sam near the 
end of their journey into the dark 
lands of Mordor to destroy the 
One Ring, the evil Sauron 
unleashes the full might of his 
armies on Middle-earth. 
Meanwhile, Aragorn must fulfil his 
destiny of becoming king by 
leading his people into a climactic 
battle with the forces of darkness. 
Conclusion of the fantasy 
adventure trilogy, starring Elijah 
Wood, Viggo Mortensen, Ian 
McKellen and Sean Astin. 

11.45 ITV News; Weather. 

12.05 WOS Wrestling. (R) 1.00 
Jackpot247. Interactive gaming. 

3.00 Eternal Glory. (R) 3.50 ITV 
Nightscreen. Text-based information 
service. 


6.15 Triathlon: Long Course Weekend. 

7.10 Mobil 1: The Grid. 7.35 Frasier. (R) 
8.00 Frasier. (R) 8.30 Frasier. (R) 9.00 
The Big Bang Theory. (R) 9.30 The Big 
Bang Theory. (R) 9.55 The Simpsons. 

(R) 10.25 The Simpsons. (R) 10.55 
Formula 1 Belgian Grand Prix Practice 3 
Live. Coverage of the third practice 
session at Circuit de Spa- 
Francorchamps. 12.25 FI Meets Nigel 
Mansell. (R) 12.55 Formula 1 Belgian 
Grand Prix Qualifying Live. Coverage of 
the qualifying session at Circuit de Spa- 
Francorchamps (Start-time 2.00pm). 
3.45 Car SOS. (R) 4.45 A Place in the 
Sun: Winter Sun. (R) 5.15 The People’s 
Vet. 

6.10 Escape to the Chateau: DIY. As 

Jonathan and Michael prepare 
their chateau for the big wedding, 
they have a sewage problem that 
threatens to take the whole first 
floor out of action. (R) 

7.05 Channel 4 News. 

7.35 Film: Captain America: The First 
Avenger. (2011) A puny but brave 
volunteer is rejected for military 
service during the Second World 
War. He becomes the test subject 
for an experiment that transforms 
him into the ultimate soldier, and 
battles against a secret Nazi 
society plotting to harness the 
powers of a mystical artefact. 
Superhero adventure, with Chris 
Evans, Hugo Weaving, Hayley 
Atwell and Tommy Lee Jones. 
10.00 Film: Pain & Gain. (2013) 
Premiere. Three bodybuilders 
make a disastrous attempt to 
kidnap a businessman and get him 
to sign over his fortune. Fact- 
based action comedy, with Mark 
Wahlberg and Dwayne Johnson. 
12.30 Film: Regression. (2015) A 
detective finds evidence of a satanic cult 
when investigating a case in which a man 
admits to sexually abusing his teenage 
daughter. Thriller, starring Ethan Hawke. 
2.20 Hollyoaks. Omnibus. Simone 
arrives at Price Slice to find it has been 
broken into, Darren and Mandy’s affair 
continues as they end up kissing, and 
Dennis and Liberty decide Milo should 
leave. (R) 4.30 Village of the Year with 
Penelope Keith. On the Devon coast, 
Penelope learns about Beer’s historic 
fishing fleet, while Alex Langlands goes 
native in the Welsh village of Llanllyfni. 
(R) 5.25 The Posh Frock Shop. A former 
prima ballerina seeks a dress for a VIP 
event. (R) 5.50 Kirstie’s Fill Your House 
for Free. Kirstie Allsopp creates a 
kitchen-diner makeover. (R) 


6.00 Milkshake! 9.50 Peppa Pig. (R) 

9.55 Peppa Pig. (R) 10.00 Teenage 
Mutant Ninja Turtles. (R) 10.30 Access. 

10.40 Cats Make You Laugh Out Loud 4. 
(R) 11.05 Police Interceptors. (R) 12.05 
Police Interceptors. (R) 1.10 Police 
Interceptors. (R) 2.10 Nightmare 
Tenants, Slum Landlords. (R) 3.10 
Nightmare Tenants, Slum Landlords. (R) 

4.10 Rich House, Poor House. (R) 5.10 
5 News Weekend. 5.15 Can’t Pay? We’ll 
Take It Away! (R) 

6.10 Can’t Pay? We’ll Take It Away! In 

South East London, officers Gary 
and Cona chase a debt of nearly 
£50,000 in unpaid rent, leading to 
a feisty confrontation with the 
debtor. Elsewhere, agents Gary 
and Paul try to recover over 
£2,000 owed by a teenager to a 
local garage in Kent, and officers 
Max and Paul head to South West 
London on the trail of a film 
producer who owes £8,000 to 
financial advisers. (R) 

7.05 Can’t Pay? We’ll Take It Away! 
Mike Allonby and Terry Jones 
repossess debtors’ cars in 
Cheshire and Liverpool, while Paul 
Bohill and Steve Pinner evict a 
couple with young children a few 
days before Christmas. (R) 

8.00 Before They Were Stars. A trek 
back through the TV archive to 
uncover embarrassing early 
brushes with fame endured by 
some of today’s biggest stars. 
Among those skewered are pop 
stars, rock legends, silver-screen 
icons, celebrated comedians and 
sporting heroes. 

9.00 Gino’s Win Your Wish List. Gino 
D’Acampo hosts the game show in 
which a family of five contestants 
choose their dream prizes, then in 
pairs answer questions to try to 
bank the items on their wish list. In 
the final round, two players try to 
secure all the prizes they have won 
so far - as well as a family holiday. 
10.00 Celebrity Big Brother. Highlights 
of the housemates’ past 24 hours 
under the all-seeing eye of Big 
Brother, as they try to get used to 
living alongside one another. 

11.05 Best of Bad TV: Live & 

Dangerous. A collection of the 
biggest TV howlers caught on film, 
including a fire on the Blue Peter 
set, famous folk who think they 
can sing, wardrobe malfunctions 
and disastrous award shows. (R) 
12.00 SuperCasino. 3.10 The Last Hours 
of Jimi Hendrix. (R) 


BBC Four 

7.00 Elsa the Lioness 7.30 BBC Proms 
2018 9.50 West Side Stories - The 
Making of a Classic 10.50 Leonard 
Bernstein at the BBC 11.50 Top of the 
Pops: 1986 12.20 Heavy Metal Britannia 

1.50 Goth at the BBC 2.50 West Side 
Stories - The Making of a Classic 3.50 
Close 
ITV2 

12.00 Catchphrase 12.40 You’ve Been 
Framed! Gold 1.40 Film: The Flintstones 
(1994) 2.50 FYI Daily 2.55 Film: The 
Flintstones (1994) 3.30 Film: Spy Kids 
(2001)4.30 FYI Daily 4.35 Film: Spy 
Kids (2001) 5.25 Film: Star Wars: 
Episode V - The Empire Strikes Back 
(1980) 6.25 FYI Daily 6.30 Film: Star 
Wars: Episode V-The Empire Strikes 
Back (1980) 8.00 Film: The Mask (1994) 
9.00 FYI Daily 9.05 Film: The Mask 
(1994) 10.05 Family Guy 11.05 American 
Dad! 11.55 The Cleveland Show 12.55 
Film: Hercules (2014) 1.55 FYI Daily 
2.00 Film: Hercules (2014) 2.45 Totally 
Bonkers Guinness World Records 2.55 
Teleshopping 5.55 ITV2 Nightscreen 
ITV3 

3.05 Film: Carry On Cruising (1962) 4.55 
A Touch of Frost 7.00 Midsomer Murders 
9.00 Endeavour 11.00 Vera 1.00 On the 
Buses 2.00 ITV3 Nightscreen 2.30 
Teleshopping 
ITV4 

2.05 Storage Wars 3.05 Film: Cahill, US 
Marshal (1973) 4.05 FYI Daily 4.10 Film: 
Cahill, US Marshal (1973) 5.10 Film: The 
Sting (1973) 6.10 FYI Daily 6.15 Film: 
The Sting (1973) 7.45 Film: Cannonball 
Run II (1984) 8.45 FYI Daily 8.50 Film: 
Cannonball Run II (1984) 10.00 Cycling: 
Vuelta a Espana 11.00 Film: Jaws (1975) 
12.05 FYI Daily 12.10 Film: Jaws (1975) 

I. 30 Better Late Than Never 2.30 World 
Cup Rivalries: Brazil v Italy 2.45 ITV4 
Nightscreen 3.00 Teleshopping 

E4 

II. 00 Brooklyn Nine-Nine 12.00 Film: 
Volcano (1997) 2.05 Rude(ish) Tube 
Shorts 2.15 The Big Bang Theory 6.45 
Film: Super 8 (201 1)9.00 Film: 
Prometheus (2012) 11.25 Gogglebox 

I. 35 Tattoo Fixers 2.40 Rude Tube: Love 
Bytes 3.35 Gogglebox 4.25 Rude(ish) 
Tube 5.10 How I Met Your Mother 
Film4 

II. 00 Carry On Cabby (1963) 12.50 
Robots (2005) 2.30 Night at the Museum 
(2006) 4.45 Cheaper By the Dozen 2 

S 6.40 About Time (2013)9.00 
i (2015) 11.20 Bone Tomahawk 
(2015) 1.55 The Man with the Iron Fists 
(2012) 3.50 Close 



DUXFORD 

Battle of Britain Air Show 

Departing Saturday 22 Sep 

Join us to visit Duxford for the annual air show featuring some of 
the most iconic aircraft of the 1940s! Dozens of lovingly restored 
and maintained historic aircraft take to the skies in a spectacular 
homage to the fliers of the day. 

Your break includes 

✓ Return coach travel from Walsall & Wolverhampton 

✓ 1 night at a selected hotel with dinner & breakfast 

✓ Admission to the Duxford Battle of Britain Air Show 


THE GOOD OLD DAYS 

City Varieties Music Hall 

Departing Sunday 23 Sep 

Take your seats for an exclusive trip back to The Good Old Days 
of the music halls at the home of the BBC’s variety show, the City 
Varieties Music Hall in Leeds. The performance features an eclectic 
mix of established artistes alongside emerging variety acts. 

Your break includes 

✓ Return coach travel from Walsall, Cannock & Wolverhampton 

✓ Overnight stay at a selected hotel in Yorkshire with dinner & 
breakfast 

✓ Ticket to The Good Old Days at the City Varieties Music Hall 
(Upper Circle, Side Circle or Side Stalls) 

✓ Free time in Leeds & Harrogate 
Ticket upgrades available 


CLASSICAL SPECTACULAR 

at the Royal Albert Hall 

Departing Saturday 24 Nov 

Enjoy an evening of all your favourite classical music being 
performed by the Royal Philharmonic Orchestra, choirs and 
soloists, the British Imperial Military Band plus the muskets and 
cannons of the Moscow Militia at the magnificent Royal Albert Hall. 

Your break includes 

✓ Return coach travel from Walsall, Cannock & Wolverhampton 

✓ Overnight stay at a 3 or 4-star hotel in the Heathrow area with 
full English breakfast 

✓ Ticket to the Classical Spectacular at the Royal Albert Hall 
(Choir section) 

✓ Free time in London for shopping & sightseeing 
Ticket upgrades available 


2 Days by Coach 


<^£129 


2 Days by Coach now 


£119 


2 Days by Coach 


cMjfjj £139 


For more information 
or to book, please call: 


03300 130 051 


Quote OMRT 


033 numbers are free within 
inclusive minutes packages 
otherwise standard rates apply. 


or visit us 
online at 


omegabreaks.com/RT 


#ABTA 





























Bodyguard 
(BBC1,9pm) 

New series. A specialist 
protection officer is assigned to 
guard an ambitious home 
secretary who may be the target 
of a terror plot following her 
support of a controversial new 
surveillance bill. The 
bodyguard's experiences 
in the army have left him 
harbouring deep-seated 
resentments - which may make 
him a threat to the politician he 
is supposed to protect. Thriller, 
with Richard Madden, Keeley 
Hawes, Sophie Rundle, Pippa 
Haywood, Paul Ready, Nicholas 
Gleaves, Tom Brooke and 
Vincent Franklin. 


BBCl 


6.00 Breakfast. 9.00 Match of the Day. 
(R) 10.25 Sunday Morning Live. 11.25 
Homes Underthe Hammer. (R) 12.00 
Bargain Hunt. (R) 1.00 BBC News; 
Weather. 1.15 Still Open All Hours. (R) 

1.45 Hold the Sunset. (R) 2.15 Money 
for Nothing. (R) 3.00 Escape to the 
Country. (R) 3.30 Songs of Praise. 4.05 
Fake or Fortune? (R) 5.05 Eat Well for 
Less? (R) 

6.05 The Deerstalker: Our Lives. 

Documentary following a man 
who stalks red deer in the hills 
near Fort William as he passes on 
his skills to his 15-year-old son 
during one of Scotland’s worst 
winters. 

6.35 BBC News. 

6.50 Regional Programme. 

7.00 Countryfile. Matt Baker and 
Margherita Taylor present the 
show from North Wales, 
discovering how miniature 
antennas attached to bees 
have revealed new information 
about the insects’ lives. Plus, 
Margherita joins dementia patients 
and their carers in a trip on the 
Blaenau Ffestiniog railway, Adam 
Henson investigates new 
developments in cattle farming, 
and John Craven is joined by 
judges Cerys Matthews and Simon 
King to announce the final 12 in 
this year’s photographic 
competition. 

8.00 Fake or Fortune? Fiona Bruce and 
Philip Mould investigate a small 
watercolour sketch found in a 
hoard of artwork stolen by the 
Nazis, that could be the work of 
sculptor Henry Moore. 

9.00 Bodyguard. New series. A 
specialist protection officer is 
assigned to guard an ambitious 
home secretary who may be the 
target of a terror plot. Thriller, with 
Keeley Hawes and Richard 
Madden. 

10.00BBC News. 


10.20Regional Programme. 

10.30 Match of the Day 2. Mark 
Chapman reviews the day’s 
Premier League action, 
introducing highlights of Watford 
v Crystal Palace and Newcastle 
United v Chelsea. 


11.30 Supermarket Shopping Secrets. 

A look at how the retailers 
compete in the market for 
healthier foods. (R) 

12.30 Weather for the Week Ahead. 
12.35 BBC News. 
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BBC2 


6.30 Around the World in 80 Gardens. 

(R) 7.30 Gardeners’ World. (R) 8.30 
Countryfile Live. (R) 9.30 The 
Beechgrove Garden. (R) 10.00 Saturday 
Kitchen Best Bites. 11.30 Great British 
Menu. (R) 12.00 Great British Menu. (R) 

12.30 Great British Menu. (R) 1.00 Hairy 
Bikers’ Best of British. (R) 1.45 Triathlon 
World Series: Montreal Women’s Race. 
3.15 Wastemen. (R) 4.10 Saving Lives at 
Sea. (R) 5.10 Tribes, Predators & Me. 

(R) 

6.10 Film: Raiders of the Lost Ark. 

(1981) Intrepid archaeologist 
Indiana Jones goes in search of 
the legendary Ark of the Covenant, 
a biblical artefact of devastating 
power. His quest leads him to 
Egypt, where the Nazis are plotting 
to use the Ark to further Hitler’s 
plans for world domination - aided 
by Jones’s deceitful French rival. 
Steven Spielberg’s action 
adventure, with Harrison Ford, 
Karen Allen, Paul Freeman and 
John Rhys-Davies. 

8.00 Dragons’Den. The panel of 
entrepreneurs assess the profit¬ 
making potential of a range of 
fishing bait, a pasta home delivery 
service, and a scheme to make 
money out of rubbish. With Evan 
Davis. 

9.00 Eight Go Rallying: The Road to 
Saigon. The teams head for the 
Cambodian border, despite serious 
problems with two of the cars, and 
head for Angkor Wat, the 
mysterious centrepiece of the 
ancient Khmer empire. 
lO.OORomesh Ranganathan: Irrational 
Live. The comedian’s first-ever 
live stand-up show, in which the 
Bafta-nominated star takes shots 
at everyone from his children to a 
stranger in a coffee shop. (R) 

11.00 Man Like Mobeen. Eight learns 
that his father is dying. When 
Mobeen agrees to visit him one 
last time, he is unprepared for the 
terrible secret he learns and the 
favour the old man has to ask. (R) 
11.20Man Like Mobeen. An anti-Islam 
march comes through the 
neighbourhood, and Mobeen ends 
up sharing a police van with the 
leader when he takes the blame for 
Aks’ counter-protest. Last in the 
series. (R) 

11.45 Pump Up the Bhangra: The Sound 
of Asian Britain. (R) 

12.45 Sign Zone: Countryfile Live. (R) 

1.40 Holby City. (R) 2.40 This Is BBC 
Two. 



6.00 CITV: Sooty. 6.10 Make It Pop. (R) 

6.35 Dino Dana. (R) 6.50 Om Norn 
Stories. 6.55 The Oddbods Show. (R) 
7.05 NinjaGo: Decoded. (R) 7.15 
NinjaGo: Decoded. (R) 7.30 ToonMarty. 
(R) 7.40 ToonMarty. (R) 7.55 Drop Dead 
Weird. 8.25 1 TV News. 8.30 Zoe Ball on 
Sunday. 9.25 Japandemonium. (R) 9.55 
Cannonball. (R) 10.55 Ninja Warrior UK. 
(R) 12.00 WOS Wrestling. (R) 1.00 ITV 
News; Weather. 1.15 Big Star’s Little 
Star. (R) 2.15 Catchphrase. (R) 3.00 
Tenable. (R) 4.00 Tipping Point: Lucky 
Stars. (R) 5.00 The Chase. (R) 

6.00 ITV News; Weather. 

6.15 Regional Programme; Weather. 
6.30 Paul O’Grady’s Little Heroes. 

Paul meets 11-year-old Fazeel, 
who was born with a genetic 
condition that causes his skin to 
blister at the slightest touch. 
Elsewhere, Paul also meets 
10-year-old Aleksandra, as she 
undergoes pioneering craniofacial 
surgery to repair her cheekbone 
that has been damaged by cancer, 
and four-year-old Taheem, who 
needs a kidney transplant. (R) 

7.00 The Chase: The Bloopers. Bradley 
Walsh presents a compilation of 
outtakes and laughs from the quiz 
show, featuring regular chasers 
the Governess, the Beast, the 
Vixen, the Sinnerman and the Dark 
Destroyer. (R) 

8.00 Film: Jurassic World. (2015) 
Decades on from its first creation, 
Jurassic Park is now a fully 
operational attraction filled with 
genetically engineered dinosaurs. 
In need of a new attraction, the 
company behind the park creates 
an entirely new species - but it 
quickly escapes to terrorise the 
tourists. Action adventure sequel, 
starring Chris Pratt and Bryce 
Dallas Howard. 

10.20 ITV News; Weather. 

10.35 Larry Grayson: Shut That Door! 
Documentary exploring the 
entertainer’s rise from poverty 
to fame, drawing on extracts 
from an unfinished autobiography 
that has only recently been 
discovered. (R) 

12.20 Jackpot247. Interactive gaming. 
3.00 Motorsport UK. Highlights from 
Snetterton. (R) 3.50 British Superbike 
Championship Highlights. Greg Haines 
presents action from round eight at 
Cadwell Park. (R) 4.40 ITV Nightscreen. 
5.05 The Jeremy Kyle Show. Guests air 
their differences. (R) 


CHANNEL 4 


6.05 Kirstie’s Fill Your House for Free. 

(R) 6.10 Motorsport: Volkswagen 
Racing Cup32. 6.35 Motorsport: British 
Rally Championship. 7.05 Everybody 
Loves Raymond. (R) 7.30 Everybody 
Loves Raymond. (R) 8.00 Everybody 
Loves Raymond. (R) 8.30 Para 
Swimming: European Championships. 

9.30 Sunday Brunch. 12.30 Peng Life. 
(R) 1.00 Formula 1 Belgian Grand Prix 
Live Build Up. Steve Jones presents a 
preview of the 13th round of the season. 

I. 40 Formula 1 Belgian Grand Prix Live. 
Coverage of the 13th round of the season 
(Start-time 2.00pm). 4.30 Formula 1 
Belgian Grand Prix Live Reaction. 
Reaction to the 13th round of the season. 
5.35 Car SOS. (R) 

6.30 Channel 4 News. 

7.00 Flying Across Britain with Arthur 
Williams. Arthur’s final journey 
takes him across the east coast, 
visiting a series of airfields that 
played a vital role in the Second 
World War. He gets a look at the US 
Air Force’s FI 5 fighter, visits the 
world’s oldest and grandest air 
academy and gets the chance to 
take a flight with the only aerobatic 
team in existence that is licensed to 
take passengers. Last in the series. 
8.00 Hidden Britain by Drone. Tony 
Robinson sends camera drones to 
shoot more aerial footage of areas 
of Britain that are off limits to the 
public, including a nuclear 
decommissioning site that is still 
in active use and has appropriately 
tight security. Plus, cameras catch 
footage of bats up close and reveal 
the truth behind crop circles. Last 
in the series. 

9.00 Film: World War Z. (2013) 

Premiere. A virus sweeps across 
the globe, turning everyone 
infected into mindless, ravening 
zombies. As entire countries fall 
into chaos, a United Nations 
investigator sets off on a journey 
around the world to discover the 
cause of the pandemic and 
hopefully find a cure before human 
civilisation is brought to an end. 
Thriller based on the novel by Max 
Brooks, starring Brad Pitt. 

II. 15Film:47Ronin. (2013) Aformer 

slave leads a band of samurai as 
they battle monstrous and magical 
enemies in a quest for redemption. 
Fantasy adventure, with Keanu 
Reeves and Hiroyuki Sanada. 

1.30 The Crystal Maze. (R) 2.25 Mobil 1: 
The Grid. (R) 2.50 Phil Spencer: Secret 
Agent. (R) 3.45 French Collection. (R) 


AT YOUR LEISURE 


CHANNEL 5 ||PIGITAL 


6.00 Milkshake!: Little Princess. 6.10 
Wissper. (R) 6.20 Poppy Cat. (R) 6.30 
Milkshake! Monkey. (R) 6.35 The Secret 
Life of Puppies. (R) 6.40 Seaside Antics. 
(R) 6.45 Oily the Little White Van. (R) 
6.50 Simon. (R) 7.00 Peppa Pig. (R) 

7.05 Paw Patrol. (R) 7.15 Thomas & 
Friends: Thrills and Spills. (R) 7.30 
Fireman Sam. (R) 7.45 Rusty Rivets. 
8.00 Paw Patrol. (R) 8.15 Pirata & 
Capitano. 8.30 Noddy: Toyland Detective. 
(R) 8.50 Floogals. (R) 9.00 Ben and 
Holly’s Little Kingdom. (R) 9.15 
Shimmer and Shine. (R) 9.30 Digby 
Dragon. (R) 9.50 Peppa Pig. (R) 9.55 
Peppa Pig. (R) 10.00 Teenage Mutant 
Ninja Turtles. (R) 10.35 Dogs Make You 
Laugh Out Loud. (R) 10.55 Police 
Interceptors. (R) 11.45 Police 
Interceptors. (R) 12.40 Police 
Interceptors. (R) 1.40 Film: The Prince 
of Egypt. (1998) Animated Biblical 
musical, with the voice of Val Kilmer. 

2.40 Access. 2.45 Film: The Prince of 
Egypt. (1998) Concluded. 3.50 Film: 
Pirates of the Caribbean: At World’s End. 
(2007) Fantasy adventure sequel, 
starring Johnny Depp. 4.50 5 News 
Update. 4.55 Film: Pirates of the 
Caribbean: At World’s End. (2007) 
Concluded. 

7.00 Worst Celebrity Pop Songs Ever. 

A countdown of the 40 most 
memorable musical efforts by 
celebrities who have decided to 
diversify into music. The 
programme features 
performances by Mr T, Katie Price, 
Vinnie Jones, Sam Fox, Eddie “The 
Eagle” Edwards, David Hasselhoff, 
an assortment of soap stars and 
Christopher Lee, who embarked 
on a second career as a heavy- 
metal singer in his '80s. (R) 

8.55 5 News Weekend. 

9.00 Celebrity Big Brother. The ups 
and downs of life in the BB house 
as friendships and alliances are 
made, battle lines are drawn and 
arguments erupt. 

10.00 Film: The Bodyguard. (1992) A 
former secret service agent acts as 
a bodyguard for a famous singer 
who is being persecuted by an 
obsessed fan. Romantic thriller, 
starring Kevin Costner and 
Whitney Houston. 

11.00 Access. 

11.05 Film: The Bodyguard. (1992) 
Concluded. 

12.35 Film: Whitney Houston: A Tragic 
Love. (201 5)2.10 SuperCasino. 3.10 
Frozen: Cryonics. (R) 4.00 My Mum’s 
Hotter Than Me! (R) 


BBC Four 

7.00 Simon Rattle: The Making of a 
Maestro 8.00 BBC Proms 2018 10.00 
Arena 11.00 Chuck Berry in Concert 
12.00 Sings Stevie Wonder 1.00 Sex, 
Chips and Poetry: 50 Years of The Mersey 
Sound 2.00 The Secret Life of Landfill: A 
Rubbish History 3.30 Close 
ITV2 

12.35 Ninja Warrior UK 1.35 You’ve Been 
Framed! Gold 2.40 Film: The Smurfs 2 
(2013) 3.40 FYI Daily 3.45 Film: The 
Smurfs 2 (2013) 4.45 Film: Star Wars: 
Episode VI - Return of the Jedi (1983) 
5.50 FYI Daily 5.55 Film: Star Wars: 
Episode VI - Retu rn of the Jedi (1983) 
7.30 Film: Rock of Ages (2012) 10.00 
Family Guy 11.25 American Dad! 12.25 
The Cleveland Show 12.50 Ghosted 1.20 
Totally Bonkers Guinness World Records: 
Bonkingly Big Hits 2.10 Totally Bonkers 
Guinness World Records 2.20 
Teleshopping 5.50 ITV2 Nightscreen 
ITV3 

5.00 Lewis 7.00 Agatha Christie’s Marple 
9.00 Midsomer Murders 11.00 Wire in 
the Blood 12.35 Princess Diana: A Life 
After Death 1.35 A Touch of Frost 3.20 
Road to Avonlea 5.05 Judge Judy 5.25 
ITV3 Nightscreen 
ITV4 

11.00 Live British Touring Car 
Championship. Round eight. 6.15 
Barcelona’s European Glory 6.30 Pawn 
Stars 7.00 Cycling: Vuelta a Espana 8.00 
River Monsters 9.00 Film: The Specialist 
(1994) 10.05 FYI Daily 10.10 Film: The 
Specialist (1994) 11.15 Film: Cannonball 
Run II (1984) 12.15 FYI Daily 12.20 
Film: Cannonball Run II (1984) 1.30 
Minder 2.30 Football’s Greatest: Johan 
Cruyff 2.45 ITV4 Nightscreen 3.00 
Teleshopping 
E4 

12.15 Rude(ish) Tube Shorts 12.30 The 
Goldbergs 2.00 Young Sheldon 3.00 The 
Big Bang Theory 6.35 Film: The Day 
After Tomorrow (2004) 9.00 Krypton 
10.00 Fear the Walking Dead 11.00 
Gogglebox 12.10 The Big Bang Theory 

I. 05 Krypton 2.05 Fear the Walking Dead 
3.00 Rude Tube 3.25 Hollyoaks 

Film4 

II. 00 Shark Tale (2004) 12.55 Small 
Soldiers (1998) 3.15 Johnny English 
(2003) 5.10 Titanic (1997) 9.00 Fantastic 
Four (2015) Four scientists return from 
another dimension granted unusual 
powers, which they use to defend the 
Earth. Superhero adventure, starring 
Miles Teller. 10.55 Iron Man 2 (2010) 

1.20 Yakuza Apocalypse (2015) 3.40 
Close 
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SASH HORN WINDOWS 


BAY £* BOW WINDOWS 
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GET A FREE 
HIGH SECURITY DOOR 

WHEN YOU BUY 6 OR MORE WINDOWS* 


TILT & TURN 

WINDOWS 
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MADE BY US 

IN OUR 40.000 %Q FT FACTORY 


FITTED BY US 

BY OUR EXPERIENCED TITTERS 


GUARANTEED BY US 
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Secured by Design m 


YEARS 

TRADING 
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VISIT OUR SHOWROOM OR CALL 01543 370 666 
Select House, Walsall Road, Walsall Wood WS9 9AQ 


GIANT BANK HOLIDAY 
MARKET BONANZA 

plus MASSIVE 
CAR BOOT SALE 

BANK HOLIDAY 
MONDA Y 27TH AUGUST 

at Wellington Drive, Cannock 

(Just off A5 at Longford Island, 5 mins June 12, M6) 

9AM - 4PM (GATES OPEN FROM 6AM) 



NEW TRADERS 


ALWAYS WELCOME. 

Sellers Turn up on site. 
WS11 1PU (Sat Nav) 

Enquiries 01785 604230 or 07980 800581 
www. midlandscarbootssales. co. uk 



“UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT” 


MS¥0(o)M 

EVERY 

MONDAY 

To advertise in 
Final Whistle call our 
experienced sales team 
on 01902 31 31 31 

FINAL WHISTLE 
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PROPERTY 


YOUR WEEKLY 
GUIDE TO HOME 
BUYING AND 
LETTING 


Well-presented 
terraced home is 
new to the market 

Having recently joined the property market, this 
recently refurbished, traditional terraced property, 
9 Margam Crescent, Mossley, is for sale through 
Goodchilds Estate Agents at £130,000 with no 
chain. 

It would be an ideal purchse for first-time buyers 
while also being suitable as a buy-to-let investment. 

Finished to a high specification, the property’s 
accommodation briefly comprises a lounge, a dining 
room, a brand new fitted kitchen, three generous 
bedrooms and newly-fitted bathroom suite. 

The property benefits from gas central heating and 
has new carpets. 

In more detail the front of the property is gravelled 
and has a concrete slab path to the front door and to 
an open archway to a passageway leading to a door 
to the kitchen. 

The property is well presented throughout, having 
been decorated out in neutral shades. 

The newly-fitted kitchen has modern white units, 
with contemporary chrome handles and wood-block- 
effect working surfaces, and splash-back mosaic 
tiling and a stainless steel sink, cooker, gas hob and a 
stainless steel extractor over. 

French doors from the kitchen open out to the rear 
garden. The lounge is positioned to the front of the 
property, and features a bay window. 

The bathroom has a smart, contemporary new 
white suite. It includes a panelled bath with a glazed 
shower screen and modern splash-back tiling and a 
wash hand basin set in fitted furniture, plus a WC and 
tiled flooring. The rear garden has lawn and is fenced 
on three sides. 

Goodchilds Estate Agents & Lettings is a relatively 
young but dynamic company, having been 
established since 1994 as Goodchilds Property 
Investments offering affordable rental properties into 
the residential market. 


MOSSLEY £130,000 





He's sold 


Turn to your local estate agent to sell your property and you will be SOLD ON: 

• Professional accredited local agent service 

• Free valuation 

• Local area knowledge 

• Adverts in local newspapers, online and office window display 

• Registered house hunters 

• Solid marketing advice to help you sell fast 

If you are thinking of selling, look no further than the estate agents in these pages for the best local advice available. 


Publishers of Express & Star and Shropshire Star 


MNA Media 
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Walsall 01922 711444 

New Office Location 200 High Street, Bloxwich, Walsall, WS3 3LA 
goodchilds-uk.com 


J 



newtonfallowellB 

PART OF THE NEWTON FALLOWELL CROUP 



f ^0 Find us on Facebook, Follow us on Twitter 


Birmingham • Brownhills • Cannock • Lichfield • Rugeley • Stafford • Stoke-on-Trent • Telford •Walsall • Wednesbury • Wednesfield - Wolverhampton 
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SDL 


AUCTIONS 


BIGWOOD 


For sale by auction on Thursday 6th September at Aston Villa Football Ground. Commencing at 10.30am 


178 Victoria Avenue, Walsall 

A Vacant 
Freehold 
Detached 
Property, which 
may have 
development 
potential subject 
to planning 


Guide Price*: £29,000 - £34,000 (plus fees) 



162 Lichfield Road, Walsall 

A Vacant 



51 Wrexham Avenue, Walsall 

A Vacant 


Freehold 

Detached 

Property 


Guide Price*: in excess of £50,000 (plus fees) 


Guide Price*: in excess of £60,000 (plus fees) 



Freehold Semi 
Detached 
Property 


44 May Street, Walsall 


17 Masefield Road, Walsall 


A Freehold 
Residential 
Investment 
Property 
Current Gross 
Income: 
£18,200 pa 


Guide Price*: in excess of £95,000 (plus fees) 


A Freehold 
Semi Detached 
Investment 
Property 
Current Gross 
Income: £6,300 
pa. 


20 Norton Green Lane, Cannock 

A Vacant 


Freehold 
End Terraced 
Property 


Guide Price*: in excess of £68,500 (plus fees) 


Guide Price*: in excess of £40,000 (plus fees) 


28 Foley Street, Wednesbury 

A Vacant 



Freehold 
End Terraced 
Property 


132 Lots 


15 Churchfields Road, Wednesbury 

A Vacant 
Freehold Semi 
Detached 
Property 


For More Information 
Visit Our Website 



Guide Price*: in excess of £50,000 (plus fees) 


Guide Price*: in excess of £45,000 (plus fees) 


282 Crankhall Lane, Wednesbury 

A Vacant 
Freehold Three 
Storey Semi 
Detached 
Property 



129 Coronation Road, Wednesbury 

A Vacant 


Guide Price*: in excess of £110,000 (plus fees) 


Guide Price*: £65,000 - £70,000 (plus fees) 



65 Vicarage Road, Wednesbury 

A Vacant 


Freehold Semi 
Detached 
Property 


Guide Price*: £24,000 - £29,000 (plus fees) 



Freehold Semi 
Detached 
Property 


3 Ash Road, Wednesbury 

A Vacant 
Freehold Semi 
Detached 
Property 



Land Between 19-20 Spring Head, Wednesbury 

A Freehold 


| The Old Picture House, 23-27 Tamworth Street, Lichfield 

A Former 


Development 
Site with 
Planning 
Permission for 
Three Retail 
Units and Nine 
Apartments 


Freehold 
Cinema with 
Planning for 
Redevelopment 
of an A1 Retail 
Unit & 38 
Apartments 
with Parking 


Guide Price*: in excess £65,000 (plus fees) 


Guide Price*: in excess of £150,000 (plus fees) 


Guide Price*: in excess of £1,800,000 (plus fees) 


0121 233 5046 


155 Great Charles Street, Birmingham, B3 3LP 


* Each property is subject to a Reserve Price which would ordinarily be within + or - 10% of the 
quoted Guide Price. Therefore the property may not be + able to be purchased at the quoted 
Guide Price. Both Guide and Reserve Prices can be subject to change up to and including the day 
of the auction. For a full explanation go to www.sdlauctions.co.uk/glossary. All Guide Prices are 
subject to additional non-optional fees, including the buyers administration fee. 


www.sdlauctions.co.uk 
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“MOTORING 



The new Kia Optima sportwagon and saloon 


Prices and spec revealed for 
UK-bound new Kia Optima 

By Sharon Walters 


UP TO 


£1500 

deposit contribution* 

“3 FREE 
SERVICES 

on selected new 68 Reg Kia models 


NEW MODEL KIA 

SPORTAGE '2' 

1.6 Gdi Isg 5dr 

OUR PRICE £21331 


£1250 

DEPOSIT 


£301 

PER M0NTHx36 


WITH £750 DEPOSIT CONTRIBUTION 



* 


Model shown: 
New Sportage GT S Line 
Ask for details 



NEW KIA PICANTO '2' 

1.0 Hatchback 5dr 


OUR PRICE £10740 



ALL-NEW KIA STONIC '2' 

ESTATE 98bhp 1.4 Mpi 5dr 

OUR PRICE £15900 



ALL-NEW KIA NIRO 

Estate 1.6 Gdi Hybrid '2' 

OUR PRICE £21355 


Kia has confirmed pricing and specifications for 
the updated version of its Optima - which is now 
on sale. 

Available in both saloon and Sportswagon 
estate form, the refreshed Optima benefits from a 
revised design, along with more equipment even a 
performance-focused variant. 

A revised front bumper and new LED headlights 
give the car a more up-to-date look, with LED rear 
lights continuing that at the back of the car. Saloon 
versions also get a tweaked rear bumper, and all 
versions now see the addition of a chrome finish to 
the ‘tiger-nose’ grille. 

There’s also a new colour available in the form 
of ‘Runway Red’, while fresh 17- and 18- inch alloy 
designs can be optioned. 

The Optima’s cabin has also been given a new 
lease of life. All versions get a new steering wheel 
and satin-chrome trim across the dashboard, while 
‘2’ models get the benefit of black cloth upholstery. 
‘3’ trim brings faux leather to the table, while the real 
thing is available on GT-Line S variants. 



A revised front bumper and new LED headlights 
give the car a more up-to-date look 


More safety tech has been introduced too. All 
Optimas now get a driver attention warning system 
as standard, which monitors input from behind the 
wheel and the behaviour of the vehicle. If it senses 
something wrong, it’ll signal a warning chime to alert 
the driver. 

Other safety features across the range include 
forward collision avoidance assistance, lane keep 
assist and high-beam assist. 

Powerplants 


£199 £176 

DEPOSIT PER M0NTHx36 


With £750 Deposit Contribution* 


£1250 £195 

DEPOSIT PER M0NTHx36 
With £1500 Deposit Contribution* 


£2000 £271 

DEPOSIT PER M0NTHx36 


With £500 Deposit Contribution* 


REPRESENTATIVE EXAMPLE: KIA PICANTO '2' 1.0 5DR‘ 


Cash price of 

Deposit 

Kia Deposit 

36 monthly 

1 final payment 

The guaranteed 

Total amount 

Duration of 

Representative 

vehicle 


Contribution 

payments of 

of 

future value is 

payable 

agreement 

4.9% APR* 

£10,740.00 

£199.00 

£750.00 

£176.87 

£4,486.50 

£4,486.50 

£11,802.82 

37 months 


Based on annual mileage of 6,000 miles per annum. 


7 year warranty 
across the range 


Book your test drive today 

^ Acorn Kia 


www.acorn-group.co.uk 



CANNOCK ROAD, BURNTWOOD, WS7 US. Tel: 01543 331353 

The official fuel consumption figures in mpg (1/100km) for the Kia range of vehicles are between Urban: 29.1 (9.7) -80.7 (3.5), Extra-Urban: 46.3 (6.1)-94.2 (3.0) and Combined: 38.2 (7.4) 
- 88.3 (3.2). The official C02 emissions for the Kia range Of vehicles are between 86 -189g/km. MPG figures are official EU test figures for comparative purposes and may not reflect real driving results. 7 year 
/100,000 mile manufacturer's warranty. For terms and exclusions visit kia.co.uk or see your local dealer. *You will not own the vehicle until all payments are made. T&C's apply. Subject to status. 18s or over. Guarantee/indemnity may 
be required. Further charges may be made subject to the condition or mileage of the vehicle. At the end of the agreement there are 3 options: (i) Renew: Part exchange the vehicle, (ii) Retain: Pay the Optional Final Payment to own the 
vehicle or (Hi) Return the vehicle. Kia Motors Finance RH1 1SR. Price and specification is subject to change without notice. Offers subject to stock availability, terms and conditions. Acorn Kia is a credit broker not a lender for this financial 
promotion. We can introduce you to a limited number of carefully selected finance providers and may receive a commission from them for the introduction. Pictures for illustration purposes only. 


As for engine choices, two are on offer at launch. 
Models up to GT-Line S are powered by a 1.6-litre 
diesel unit, which can be paired up to a six-speed 
manual gearbox or seven-speed dual-clutch 
automatic. 

It produces 134bhp and 320Nm of torque, capable 
of taking the car from 0-60mph in 10.8 seconds and 
on to a 121 mph top speed in manual ‘Sportswagon’ 
form. It’s capable of returning a claimed 61.4mpg and 
emitting 121g/km of C02. 

There’s also a petrol engine - available exclusively in 
the new performance-focused Optima Sportswagon 
GT. The turbocharged 2.0-litre unit, mated to a six- 
speed automatic gearbox, develops 241 bhp and 
353Nm of torque. As a result, 0-60mph comes in 7.3 
seconds with a top speed of 144mph. Kia claims fuel 
economy of 30.7mpg, with C02 emissions of 211g/ 
km. 

Standard equipment across the range includes 
a 7.0-inch touchscreen infotainment system with 
satellite navigation and support for both Android 
Auto and Apple CarPlay, with an 8.0-inch screen also 
available. 

Other equipment on the options list includes 
automatic parking assistance, speed limit recognition 
and a 360-degree camera. 

Pricing for the new Kia Optima starts at £22,260, 
with the top-spec Sportswagon GT available from 
£33,350. Order books are now open, with deliveries to 
follow imminently. 





































Exclusive New Car clearance 
offers at Autosales SKODA 


ONE 

ONLY! 



SKODA 

SUPERB 



HATCHBACK 2.0 TDICR SPORTLINE DSG 

>19” Vega alloys > Bi-Xenon headlights with AFS (adaptive front light system) > LED daytime running lights 
> Headlight washers > Rear LED lights (high functionality) > Rear diffuser with sports styling elements > Three 
spoke leather Supersport multifunctional steering wheel with silver stitching (including gear paddles for DSG 
models) > Alcantara sports seats in black with silver diamond stitching > Electrically adjustable driver’s seat with 
memory and lumbar support > LED interior light pack (LED ambient lighting in 10 colours, front and rear reading 
lights, footwell lighting, door handle illumination and vanity mirror lighting) > Privacy glass > Colour multifunction 
trip computer > Amundsen satellite navigation with 8” touchscreen display and integrated Wi-Fi > Drive mode 
selection including HMI Sport > Keyless entry and start/stop > Sport chassis including 2-level ESC 


£ 3,000 £ 3,800 £299 5 . 2 % 


WAS £31,210 NOW £27,495 SAVE £3,715 


DEPOSIT 

CONTRIBUTION 


CUSTOMER 

DEPOSIT 


PER 

MONTH* 


APR 

REPRESENTATIVE** 


Solutions Personal Contract Plan# Representative Example for SKODA SUPERB Hatchback 2.0 TDI CR SportLine DSG in Dragon Green subject to a 43 month, 10,000 miles per annum agreement. 


RETAIL 

CASH 

PRICE 

CASH PRICE 
OF OPTIONAL 
EXTRA 

DURATION 

42 

MONTHLY 
PAYMENTS OF 

SKODA 

DEPOSIT 

CONTRIBUTION 

CUSTOMER 

DEPOSIT 

TOTAL 

DEPOSIT 

ACCEPTANCE 

FEE 

OPTIONAL 

FINAL 

PAYMENT 

OPTION TO 
PURCHASE 
FEE 

TOTAL 

AMOUNT 

PAYABLE 

TOTAL AMOUNT 
PAYABLE 

BY CUSTOMER 

TOTAL 

AMOUNT 

OF CREDIT 

REPRESENTATIVE 

APR 

RATE OF 
INTEREST 

EXCESS 

MILEAGE 

£27,495 

£0 

43 

months 

£298.83 

£3,000 

£3,800 

£6,800 

£0 

£11,025 

£10 

£30,385.86 

£27,385.86 

£20,695 

5.2% 

5.15% 

fixed 

8.4 

p/mile 


Autosales Ltd is a broker and not a lender and can introduce you to a limited number of lenders, who may pay us for introducing you to them. #At the end of the agreement there are three options: i) pay the optional final payment and own the vehicle; ii) return the vehicle: subject to excess 
mileage and fair wear and tear, charges may apply; or iii) replace; part exchange the vehicle. With Solutions Personal Contract Plan. 18s+. *Monthly payment based on SKODA SUPERB Hatchback 2.0 TDI CR SportLine DSG in Dragon Green at £27,495 OTR on a 43-month, 35,833 mile 
agreement. Subject to availability and status. T&Cs apply. Offer available when ordered when ordered by 31 August 2018 from participating retailers. Offers are not available in conjunction with any other offer and may be varied or withdrawn at any time. Accurate at time of publication. Freepost SKODA 
Financial Services. 




Solutions Personal Contract Plan* Representative Example for SKODA KAROQ 
ESTATE 2.0 TDI SE L subject to a 42 month, 10,000 miles per annum agreement. 


SKODA 

KAROQ 

ESTATE 2.0 TDI SE L 4X4 

Spec includes: metallic paint > 18” Braga alloy wheels 

> Chrome roof rails > Full LED headlights with adaptive 
front light system and LED daytime running lights 

> Alcantara® upholstery > Heated front seats > Front and 
rear parking sensors > Rear-view camera > Amundsen 
satellite navigation with 8" touchscreen display with Maps 
Europe > SD card, voice control and integrated Wi-Fi 

> Keyless entry and start/stop 


£2,500 

DEPOSIT 

CONTRIBUTION 

£3,189 

CUSTOMER 

DEPOSIT 

£308 

PER 

MONTH+ 

6b896 REPRESENTATIVE# 



Solutions Personal Contract Plan* Representative Example for SKODA FABIA 
HATCH 1.0 TSI SE subject to a 42 month, 10,000 miles per annum agreement. 


SKODA 

FABIA 

HATCH 1.0 TSI SE 

Spec includes: > metallic paint 

> 15" Mato alloy wheels 

> Rear parking sensors 

> Alarm with interior monitoring 

> Front assist 

> Bolero radio with 6.5” touchscreen display 

> Surround sound package with six speakers 

> Smartlink+ 


£2,000 

DEPOSIT 

CONTRIBUTION 

£799 

CUSTOMER 

DEPOSIT 

£178 

PER 

MONTH* 

3b3 96 representative# 


RETAIL 

CASH 

PRICE 

CASH PRICE 

OF OPTIONAL DURATION 
EXTRA 

41 

MONTHLY 
PAYMENTS OF 

SKODA 

DEPOSIT 

CONTRIBUTION 

CUSTOMER 

DEPOSIT 

TOTAL 

DEPOSIT 

ACCEPTANCE 

FEE 

£27,295 

£0 

42 

months 

£308 

£2,500 

£3,189 

£5,689 

£0 

OPTIONAL 

FINAL 

PAYMENT 

OPTION TO 
PURCHASE 
FEE 

TOTAL 

AMOUNT 

PAYABLE 

TOTAL AMOUNT 
PAYABLE 

BY CUSTOMER 

TOTAL 

AMOUNT 

OF CREDIT 

REPRESENTATIVE 

APR 

RATE OF 
INTEREST 

EXCESS 

MILEAGE 

£13,016.70 

£10 

£31,337.55 

£28,837.55 

£21,606 

6.8% 

6.81% 

fixed 

8.4 

p/mile 


RETAIL 

CASH 

PRICE 

CASH PRICE 

OF OPTIONAL DURATION 
EXTRA 

41 

MONTHLY 
PAYMENTS OF 

SKODA 

DEPOSIT 

CONTRIBUTION 

CUSTOMER 

DEPOSIT 

TOTAL 

DEPOSIT 

ACCEPTANCE 

FEE 

£13,995 

£0 

42 

months 

£177.73 

£2,000 

£799 

£2,799 

£0 

OPTIONAL 

OPTION TO 

TOTAL TOTAL AMOUNT 

TOTAL 

RATE OF 

EXCESS 

FINAL 

PURCHASE 

AMOUNT 

PAYABLE 

AMOUNT 

APR 

INTEREST 

MILEAGE 

PAYMENT 

FEE 

PAYABLE I 

3Y CUSTOMER 

OF CREDIT 





£4,983.30 £10 £15,079.23 £13,079.23 £11,196 


3.9% 


3.83% 3.6 

fixed p/mile 


Autosales Ltd is a broker and not a lender and can introduce you to a limited number of lenders, who may pay us for introducing you to them. 

#At the end of the agreement there are three options: i) pay the optional final payment and own the vehicle; ii) return the vehicle: 
subject to excess mileage and fair wear and tear, charges may apply; or iii) replace; part exchange the vehicle. With Solutions 
Personal Contract Plan. 18s+. f Monthly payment based on SKODA KAROQ Estate 2.0 TDI SE L 4x4 at £27,295 OTR on a 42-month, 

35,000 mile agreement. Subject to availability and status. T&Cs apply. Offer available when ordered when ordered by 31 August 2018 from 
participating retailers. Offers are not available in conjunction with any other offer and may be varied or withdrawn at any time. Accurate at time 
of publication. Freepost SKODA Financial Services. 


Autosales Ltd is a broker and not a lender and can introduce you to a limited number of lenders, who may pay us for introducing you to them. 

#At the end of the agreement there are three options: i) pay the optional final payment and own the vehicle; ii) return the vehicle: 
subject to excess mileage and fair wear and tear, charges may apply; or iii) replace; part exchange the vehicle. With Solutions 
Personal Contract Plan. 18s+. A Monthly payment based on SKODA FABIA HATCH 1.0 TSI SE 4x4 at £13,995 OTR on a 42-month, 

35,000 mile agreement. Subject to availability and status. T&Cs apply. Offer available when ordered when ordered by 31 August 2018 from 
participating retailers. Offers are not available in conjunction with any other offer and may be varied or withdrawn at any time. Accurate at time 
of publication. Freepost SKODA Financial Services. 


Autosales SKODA 

<3> Unit 1 Attwood Road, Zone 1, Burntwood Business Park WS7 3GJ (Near Cannock) 01543 450000 @ www.autosalesgroup.co.uk 


Images are for illustrative purposes only. Models shown are not to UK specification and may include features or options which are not available in the UK. 

Official fuel consumption for the SKODA range in mpg (litres/IOOkm): Urban 31.0 (9.1) to 72.4 (3.9); Extra Urban 44.1 (6.4) to 88.3 (3.2), Combined 38.2 (7.4) to 80.7 (3.5). CO 2 emissions for the SKODA 
range are 170 to 90 g/km. Standard EU test figures for comparative purposes and may not reflect real driving results. 
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Taking personalisation to next level 


By James Parker 

Vauxhall’s flagship Insignia is available 
to order with bespoke paint colours 
that can be matched to any colour 
sample. 

Giving your Insignia Grand Sport or Sports 
Tourer a really personal touch, customers 
can choose a bespoke paint colour, which 
could be the colour of their favourite tie, bag 
or sports team. 

As well as bespoke colours, Vauxhall 
Exclusive buyers can also choose their 
preferred paint finish: 

• Metallic, containing aluminium particles 
in various sizes 

• Pearl effect, containing minute fragments 
of ground mica or aluminium particles 

• Solid finish, for a particularly strong tone, 
without any additional contents 

• Tinted clear-varnish finish. The final layer 
of clear varnish is lightly coloured, giving this 
intensive and brilliant paint additional depth 

When visiting your nearest Vauxhall 
retailer, you can request a custom colour 
with a sample that can be in the form of 
a picture, photo or colour code, meaning 
the production of your unique Insignia can 
begin. 

As an alternative to the custom colour 
option, Vauxhall Exclusive customers can 
choose a selection of special colours. 

The spectrum includes eight two-coat 
metallic paints such as Light Champagne, 
Scorpio Grey and Tornado Blue, two-coat 
pearlescent shades Panther Black, Greenery 
and Dynamic Orange or tinted clearcoat in 
either Vanity Red or Glory Red. 





Buyers can choose a preferred paint finish 



There is a selection of special colours 


Insignia GSi customers can also select 
the Exclusive Black Pack, for just £500, 
transforming the usually chrome parts 
including the grille bar, fog lamps, window 
frames and - on the Sports Tourer - roof rails 
into high gloss black. 

Bespoke paint is priced at £5,300 and Two- 
Coat Metallic Paint at £4,400. 



Customers can choose a bespoke paint colour, which could be the colour of their favourite tie, bag or sports team 



Brindley Vauxhall Waitling Street,Cannock, WS111SH 

www.brindley.co.uk/vauxhall 01543 330755 


47 monthly 
paments 

Customer 

Deposit 

Deposit 

Contribution 

Total Deposit 

On the road 
price 

Amount of 
Credit 

Interest 

Charges 

Optional Fi¬ 
nal Payment 

Total 

Amount 

Payable 

Fixed Rate of 
Interest 

Duration of 
Agreement 

Annual 

Milage 

Exces Mile¬ 
age Charge 
per Mile 

Representa¬ 
tive APR 

£139 

£1,000 

£2,100 

£3,100 

£12,651.30 

£9,551.30 

£1,052.70 

£4,0741 

£13,704 

3.83% p.a. 

48 Months 

5,000 

0.09p 

3.9% APR 


W Brindley Garages (Cannock) Ltd. trading as Brindley Vauxhall are acting as a credit broker and not a lender. We will introduce you to a limited number of lenders. Commission may be received. 

Model shown is Corsa Energy. Offer subject to availability, on selected models at participating Retailers only. Conditional Sale. Finance subject to status. Ts&Cs apply. Applicants must be 18+. Finance by Vauxhall Finance, CF15 
7YT. 24-60 month terms available. Offer applies to private individuals, Vauxhall Partners and small businesses 1-24 vehicles. Offer available on orders between 25th July 2018 and 30th September 2018. Vauxhall Motors Limited 
reserves the right to change, amend or withdraw this offer at any point in time. Correct at time of going to print. 

































Accountancy 


Double Glazing 


Gardening 


Plumbing & Heating 


ACCOUNTANCY AND TAXATION 


Self Assessment and all accountancy 
services for the self employed, 
rental incomes, partnerships 
and limited companies. 

01543 481329 

Email:ollerenshaws@btinternet.com 

www.ollerenshaws.co.uk 


I West Midlands Window ■ 
& Door Repairs m 


Misty Windows/Broken Hinges & Handles 
Awkward to close Windows & Doors 
Patio not sliding properly?? 


[ Call 07874 323739 J 


Aeriels 


Digital Rapid Aerials 

Aerials, Plasma Brackets & CCTV niC( ?^ MTC 
Cameras supplied & fitted discounts 

Repairs -Tuning -Multirooms quotations 

f ^ A LOCAL BUSINESS YOU CAN TRUST 

01922 693047 
advert f 07960 173589 

www.digitalrapidaerials.co.uk 


WINDOW DOCTOR 


GLAZING REPAIRS, DOORS & WINDOW REPAIRS 

We repair, replace and service any misty glass 
Windows, Doors & Conservatories 
Handles, hinges, window & door locks adjusted & replaced 

WE PRICE MATCH 



01543 504900 24 HRS 
07748 108035 

www.windowdoctorwsl 1 .co.uk 
12 WELLINGTON DRIVE, CAIMNOCK W511 1PU 


Est 30 
years 


Driveways 


Carpentry 


Simply Doors Walsall 


Internal & External Door Suppliers & Fitters 



External UP VC and composite doors 


also available 

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM Hou p 

Unit 44, Pleck Road, Walsall WS2 9XX loam"' 5 p m 
01922 623151 or 07810 122133 10am - 2pm 

www.simplydoorswalsall.co.uk 


Jay's Carpentry 

& Home Improvements 


NEED EXTRA SPACE ?... 
GARAGE CONVERSIONS 

ALSO LOFT LADDER 
SUPPLIED & INSTALLED 

• Fitted Wardrobes 
• Floors • Tiling 

• Doors • Decking 

FREE QUOTES 


Call Jason: 01922 611272 
/ 07951 922879 

www.jayscarpentry.co.uk 



REWIRING EXPERTS.co.uk 


All domestic and commercial 
electrical works undertaken 


Home rewiring from £800 


For a high quality 
local service call: 



01922 509984 A 
07939 503905 K 


Cleaning Services 


A.J.S 

Cleaning Services 

Carpet cleaning, Window cleaning, 
Guttering cleaned 
Jet washing & floors resealed 

Contact 

Ade 07788 552306 
Or Jen 07787 498866 
Jenfisher684.jf@gmail.com 



CTR.E.TLPEJI\lT PAN/llU CO LJD 
PATTERN IMPRINTED CONCRETE 


WEED FREE PAVING 

• FULLY GUARANTEED 

• ON-LINE GALLERY 

• RE-SEALING SERVICE 

CALL 01543 571 111 FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE 

or visit www.creteprintpaving.co.uk 



WESTCOT 

CONTRACTORS LTD 

38 Years Experience 

TARMACADAM CONCRETE BLOCK PAVING 
LEADING DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL CONTRACTORS COVERING 
LICHFIELD AND STAFFORDSHIRE 

• Domestic Drives • Patios • Tennis Courts construction 
• Commercial car parks and roads • Vehicle access crossing highway approved 

Free quotations - All work guaranteed 

Call for enquiries 07985 235112 

office 01543 251416 

email: wesCcot.contractops.lCd@gmail.com 


Fencing 


B.J 

UNIT 7E Z 

* MA 

FENCIN( 

ONE 4 BURNTW00I 

D SUMMER 

; SUPPLIES 

3 BUSINESS PARK WS7 3XD 

PANEL SALE * 

PANEL 

SIZE 

6’ x 6’ 

6’ x 5’ 

6’ x 4’ 

6’ x 3’ 

6’ x 2’ 

6’ x 1’ 

FEATHER 

EDGE 

£25.00 

£22.50 

£19.50 

£18.00 

£16.00 

N/A 

OVERLAP 

£16.00 

£15.00 

£13.50 

£12.00 

£11.00 

N/A 

TRELLIS 

£17.00 

£15.00 

£13.00 

£11.00 

£9.00 

£7.50 

EXTRAS 

TANALISED 
PANELS 
£2.00 EXTRA 

ARCH-TOPS 
£2.00 EXTRA 

10-BAR HEAVY 
DUTY OVERLAP 
£1.00 EXTRA 

LIMITED PERIOD - ONLY WHILE STOCK LASTS * 
GUARANTEED LOWEST PRICES ON SUPPLY + FIT 

“BUY FROM THE MANUFACTURER - CUT OUT THE MIDDLE MEN” 

TEL: 01543 674688, 07886 369958,07828 693442 



J L Garden & Tree Services 

Garden Maintenance & Tree Felling 

Tree Felling 


r * 


Garden Maintenance 
All Debris Removed 


Call Jason for a No Obligation Quote 
Fully Insured 


;A 


Tel: 01922 443193 /, 

Mob: 07809 431703 * <PTC 

Visit Website for FREE call back 
www.jlgardenandtreeservices.co.uk 


SareflB@0 




Woodman Tree Services 

Domestic & Commercial 
Council Approve Contracts 
Over 30 yrs Experience 
FuUy insured 

Qualified, all work to BS 3998 standards 

* Felling * Re-shaping * Pruning 

* Reduction * Hedge Tr im ming 
* Stump Removal * Landlord Contracts 

24 hour Emergency Call Out 
Logs and wood chip for sale 

R.G. Wood ARB 

Home: 01543 258108 
Mobile: 07947 352960 




C^ce 
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Lawn/Grass 

Cutting 

Services 

Discounts for senior citizens 

07973 814713 (24hr) 
Evenings 
(01543) 262395 



Plastering 


JL 


P. CHAPMAN 

PLASTERING 

Over 25 years experience! 

All types of plastering undertaken 
✓ Dry Lining ✓ Wet Plastering 
✓ Covering Artex ✓ Coving 
FREE QUOTES CALL: 

01922 694 980 
07775 558039 

email: chappart@hotmail.co.uk 


R.G. Electrical Ltd 

Estl995 

ALDRIDGE 


r 


DOMESTIC - COMMERCIAL - INDUSTRIAL 


Homes - Shops - Offices 

• Rewires and Upgrades • Emergency Breakdown 

• PAT Testing • Central Heating Wiring • Storage Heaters 

• Fire Alarms • Intruder Alarms • CCTV 

• Building Society Surveys NICEIC Inspections 

All areas covered 0800 298 2904 

robertelectrical@blueyonder.co.uk 
37 Woodside Way, Walsall WS9 OHY 



Roofing 


WALSALL ROOFING 

SPECIALISTS 

AS RECOMMENDED ON 


thebestofwalsall 


Flat Roof Specialists 


Slate and Tile Repairs o 20 Year Guarantee 
Flat Roofs,' EPDM o Dry Ridge Systems 
Rubber Roofing IJJJJJS 25 Years Experience 


andFascias * g Mg genuine 

o Chimney Reducing quotes beal 
o Guttering Repairs o Special rates for 
o All Pointing Work f tl I senior citizens 
o Insurance Work 




FREE 


CALL MARK: 


01922 694548/07790 214856 

www.walsallroofingspecialists.co.uk 



IrooeingiservicesjB 


★ Discounts for OAP’s 
i Insurance Work ★ Lead Work 

★ Ridge Tiles Replaced 

★ Flat Roofs* Pointing 
★ Rubber Roofing (E.P.D.M.) 

★ Chimney Repairs ★ Fascias & Gutters 
25 years in the business 
FAMILY RUN - FREE QUOTES 


rN 


■HUB ROOFING SERVICES 

FIAT ROOFING SPECIALIST 


•EPDM RUBBER SYSTEMS • FEET SYSTEMS • FASCIAS 
* SOFFITS • GUTTERING • REPAIRS • RE-POINTING 
Free Quotes 




Find us on: 



CJ facebook 



: 07778 444401 TEL: 01902 259107 
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ClassifiedAds 


Buy Local, Sell Local 


Index 




★ BEST ★ 
BOOTSALE 

IS BACK 

Every Sunday 8am - 2pm 
Gates open 6am 

A34 Cannock Chase, Brocton, between 
Cannock and Stafford. ST17 OSG. 

Sellers £5 

★ 07890 267 041 ★ 


* WEDNESDAY * 
BEST BOOTSALE 

Pouk Lane, 

Springhill, Muckley Corner, 
WS14 0ET 


* 07890 267 041 * 



KAMPA TRAVEL POD Air awning, 
driveaway, as new to fit VW camper 
van, £300 ono. 0121 532 4110. 



★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 

♦All Caravans Wanted * 

I Any Age or Condition I 

* ‘CASH*WAITING* * 

* Immediate collection * 

* Call Bill on 07825 325 913 * 

★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 


FreeAds 


IT'S 

IT'S 

For items up to £250 

VISIT: 

Simply press the free ad icon. 
Sorry, no pets, guns or livestock. 
Private advertisers only. 


'W Place a paid for advert 


(g) By Phone 01902 317878 

8.30am - 5.30pm Mon - Fri. 

Closed Sat/Sun and Bank Holidays 




MOBILITY SCOOTER 


Can collapse and go in boot, 
it’s in good working order with 
battery charger. 

Lovely and light. 

£250. 

07792 416713. 


WREKIN STAIRLIFTS recondi¬ 
tioned lifts from £799. New avail¬ 
able. 01952 405397/07897 273617 

I \ 


2 

Leisure 

Time 



IJACKSON-HATELEY CYCLESI 


www.jacksonhateleycycles.co.uk 


BONANZA CLEARANCE SALE 

UP TO 20% OFF ACROSS THE RANGE 
CLEARANCE - DIAMONDBACKS 
ATBS AT UNBELIEVABLE PRICES 

24 hour repair service I Book your cycle now for 
Christmas at sale price! 

HATELEY’S 

Simply the best 

Ring Dave on 
01902 782344 
458 Stafford Road, Oxley, 
Wolverhampton 



Online 

bookanad.expressandstar.co.uk 


£ In person 

At your local Express & Star Office. 
Cancel/amend, call before 3.00pm 
Monday - Friday for the next day’s 
advertisement or also before 3.00pm 
Friday for Monday’s advertisement. 


SUZUKI 8HP Outboard motor. Long 
shaft. Oil injection. Electric and 
manual start with controls. £495. 
01922 492321. 


CAR BOOT SALES! 


Every Sunday 

and Bank Holiday Monday 
Muckley Corner, Hall Lane, 
Lichfield, WS14 0BE 


Booters £5 


6.00am-1pm 


07538 842842 



Caravan and camper 

all types of repairs, 
Collection considered 
Campers and caravans wanted 
from £50 - £4000 paid 
Anything considered 
07496 172 252 


A BEAUTIFUL PARK NR LUDLOW 

35x12 caravans from £10,000.Gym 
Par 3 golf, bowls, why go further? 
www.bcpark.co.uk 01584823433. 

CARAVANS FOR SALE with 
seaviews. Clarach Bay near 
Aberystwyth from £9,995 includes 
2018 site fees. Call Phil on: 01970 
828277. sales@clarachbay.com 


Caravan Holiday 
home for sale 

2010 swift Moselle £24,495 

2 beds, bright open plan, well looked after, 
family shower room plus separate en-suite 
Castle view 5* Caravan Holiday Home Park 
- Ultimate Coastal retreat 
Minutes from glorious sandy beaches & 
world famous golf Course and 
Historic Harlech Castle. 

Call Sue or Richard 01766 780328 
www.castleviewpark.co.uk 



SWIFT CHALLENGER 
570SR 

4 berth 2011 . 


Foxed bed and rear washroom, 
separate shower, 
motor mover. 18ft. 
outstanding caravan 

£11,250 

07717090817 


VW CAMPER AUTO TRAIL 
APACHE 

4-berth 2.4 diesel auto 
L Reg. Lovely condition. Sat 
Nav. Dash Cam. Reverse 
Camera. MoT. 43k. 

£7,995 ono. 

0121 530 0834. 


FreeAd: 

IT'S FREE, IT'S EASY 

To sell items upto £250. 
Online at 

bookanad. 

expressandstar.co.uk 


holidays 



BURNHAM-ON-SEA 

Self Catering Holiday 
Apartments 
Disabled Facilities 
Pet Friendly 

01278 794111 

www.GoSomerset.co.uk 



READERS ARE REMINDED 

to check with any Advertisers 
that their holiday costs are fully 
covered by a recognised bonding or 
insurance scheme. 


\ 

Yorkshire 


YORKSHIRE DALES 


Country Cottages / Suites in Wensleydale 

“Weeks from £209 per couple 
“Weekends just £99 per couple 

Families Welcome 

Walk in scenic countryside by waterfalls or 
visit historic market towns with friendly Inns 

Brochure (24hrs) 01969 624145 

email: rita@meadowholidays.com 
www.meadowholidays.com 



\ 

Antique Fairs 


ANTIQUE & COLLECTORS FAIR 

Every month. Codsall Village Hall, 
Sunday 26th August 9am-3pm. Call 
Brian: 07923 538178. 


\ 

Markets 


STOURBRIDGE 
CAR BOOT 

At Stourbridge 
Rugby Club 
Open every Wednesday 
from 16th May 

07957 399964 
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Home & 
Services 




House Clearances & Collections arranged 
at short notice for our monthly auctions 


01782638100 



OVAL EXTENDING wood dining 
table with six chairs. Very good 
condition. £80. 07769 167298. Must 
collect. 



AT SHEDRITE order Sheds, Cabins, 
Summerhouses/Playhouses. Wil- 
lenhall Rd WV1 2HQ 01902 450137 


C B SHEDS 
& FENCING 

UUe supply & fit. Free quotes. 

Call: 01922 720270 

We also supply sleepers and decking 
SLABS 450mm x 450mm RIVEN 
FACED, only £1.95 inc. VAT. 
Ranton Building Supplies: 
01543 276006. 

6x5 

Lap Panels 

£17 each (inc vat) 
WS3 2BQ 

Bloxwich Fencing Ltd 

or 01922 712184 



ADVERTISERS ARE 
REMINDED 

That the Business 
Advertisements(Disclosure) 
Order of 1977 requires that 
advertisements must clearly 
differentiate between Private 
and Trade. 


ASH RECLAMATION new and 

used building materials, upvc doors 
and windows 01543 453222. 


CORRUGATED GALVANISED 

Sheets. New, £8 can deliver. 
Also rooflights and box profile. 
David Broxton on 07834 489558. 


!/ A GENUINE 1/ 
LADY BUYER 

PAYS TOP CASH ON ANY 
TYPE OF GOLD 

Any type of gold wanted, e.g 9 carat 
gold. Jewellery from £300+ per oz. 

Sovereigns £200+ each 
Any amount collected. Gold coins, 
silver, all medals, bank notes, old 
brassware, old cameras, oriental items, 
anything old, interesting or collectable 

Call Pauline on 
„ 01922 495066 

✓ or 07971 783206 w 


HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 



READERS ARE ADVISED to 

carefully consider all of their options 
before agreeing to the sale of any 
of their items. 



READERS ARE REMINDED 

that they may require profes¬ 
sional advice before entering into 
obligations. 



CLIENT 

COMPUTERS 



Certified technician & 
Microsoft partner. 
Repair & maintain laptops 
and PCs. In West Midlands. 
Virus removal, broken 
screens, wifi. 
Windows problems etc. 
Home visits or bring to me. 
Long established. 
Laptops available. 

0121 556 9481 


t.v. / home 
entertainment 


~ \ 

Service 

V_ 


AERIAL AND TV SPECIALIST 

Any TV Repairs. Digital aerials, sky, 
CCTV cameras. TV wall mounts and 
TV set ups. 07850 330251. 


specialists at 
your service 


Aerials 


A AERIAL & SKY 
SPECIALIST 


Digital Aerials Fitted 
Sky & CCTV Cameras 


Free Quotes. 7 days 
07850 330251 


A A CLEAR 

VISION AERIALS 

Freeview, FreeSat, Sky, CCTV 

Aerials from £79 
Dishes from £79 

OAP DISCOUNT 

01902 752036 


TRUST 

CLASSIFIEDS! 



“I am very pleased 
with the response 
I get from 
my Classified 
Advertising Contract” 

Steve - 

AA Digital Aerials 


For great business 
results call 

01902 319191 


ClassifiedAds 

Brought to you by Express & Star 


SELL YOUR UNWANTED 
ITEMS FOR 



No hidden costs 
Buyer collects 
No postage or returns 
Local sellers to local people 
It's that simple!! 


Coll us on 01902317878 


or book online at bookanad.expressandstar.co.uk 


Private advertisers only 

No pels, livestock, properly or personals “Ebay price checked 2/1/18 


Ads 




















































































































































01902 317878 | bookanad.expressandstar.co.uk 


ClassffiedAds 


Alarms/Security 

PREMIER 

ALARMS 

Supplied and Fitted £249 
Servicing and Repairs 
12 Months Warranty 
All areas covered 
All quotes beaten! 

Call: 0121 601 9791 


Building Services 


DAVIES & SON BUILDERS 

All Building & Roofing Work 
Driveways, Landscaping 
Over 40 year exp | All work guaranteed 

Free Quotes: 07837 994465 
01902 831316 

\ 

Building Supplies 


RECLAIMED BRICKS, Tiles, 
Slates, Oakbeams, Flooring, York 
Stone. Cawarden 01889 574066. 
sales@cawardenreclaim.co.uk 


\ 

Carpentry & Joinery 

V___ 


SPR CARPENTRY Six internal pre¬ 
primed doors fully fitted from £395. 
0121 5322672 or 07958 552625. 


Carpet & 

Upholstery Cleaning 

A CLASS Carpet & Upholstery 
Cleaning Unbeatable Prices. OAP 
discounts. Call Paul 07870 341089 


Carpet Fitters 


A CARPETS & VINYLS supplied or 
just fitted, quality samples brought 
to your home, no job too small, free 
quotes call Mark 01543 820598 / 
07941 619694. 


\ 

CCTV 


RAPID CCTV & Alarms Cameras, 
supplied and fitted, data networking, 
domestic and commercial, same 
day service, call Robbi on 07960 
173589/ 0800 633 5899. 


Driveways & Patios 


TW LANDSCAPES 

Driveway Restoration 
Specialists 

Cleaning & Sealing, Patios, 
Driveways, Decorative Gravel Drives 
All aspects of Landscaping, 
Fencing, Patios, Walls 
New Block Paving & Tarmac Drives 
WE WILL NOT BE BEATEN ON PRICE 


Free no obligation quotation 
call: 01785 878574 
or 07845 483443 



\ 

Fencing 

\ 


TRUST 

CLASSIFIEDS! 



“I am extremely happy with 
the service I get from my 
Express & Star Classified Sales 
Representatives and would 
recommend them to anyone! They 
have done a very professional job 
with my website so I get online 
enquiries as well now.” 

Michael- 
Portway Fencing 


For great business 
results call 

01902 319191 


ClassifiedAds 

Brought to you by Express & Star 


PORT WRy 

FENCING 


SPECIAL OFFER 

10 Bays of quality fencing, concrete posts, 
gravel boards £795 
Heavy duty panels supplied & fitted. 


0121 531 5250/07866137 656 
Mon - Fri 8am - 4.30pm 
Sat 8am -12noon tfvi/rviTm 

83 Portway Rd, W'bury ^ : * j y ^ 


Electrical Services 


MBELECTRIC.CO.uk Home wiring 
specialist. NICEIC. High quality local 
service. Freephone: 0800 211 8398 
/ 07939 503905 


Gas Fitting 


GAS 

SERVICES 

• Boilers • Cookers 

• Fires • Gas Checks 

• Landlord Certificates 

• Gas Leaks Traced 

Fitted, Serviced and Repaired 
Same Day Service 
Free Quotes 

DISCOUNTS FOR OAPs 


Call: 01902 366855/ 
07761 973975 


READERS ARE ADVISED 
To check that anyone 
carrying out any Gas work 
is Gas Safe Registered. 

It is an offence under the Gas 
Safety (Installation and Use) 
Regulations 1998 to carry out 
gas work in the UK without 
being on the Gas Safe Register. 


Gates 


ALL METAL GATES,RAILINGS, 

etc. Free quotes, also repairs & 
fitting. 07903 500642 24 hours. 

DARLASTON FABS 30 years exp in 
supplying/ fitting gates and railings. 
Free quotes: 07497 667752. 


Grab Hire 


HUGHES GRAB & TIPPER 
HIRE SERVICES Ltd 

Grab loader & mini digger hire/ 
dig out and take spoil away 
From £140 a load and suppliers 
of all aggregates 

Ring Andy for a free quotation: 
01543 373633/ 07968 204996 

www.hughesgrabhire.co.uk 


Gardening Services 


K.M. GARDEN CARE 

We offer you a professional 
gardening service whether it is 
one-off jobs, weekly to monthly 
WE SPECIALISE IN: 

General Maintenance, Hedge Cutting, 
Mowing Lawns, Turfing, Strimming, 
Weeding, Jetwash Patio/Drives, Fence 
Panel Replacements, Garden 
Tidy Up, Window Cleaning 
Please Call For More Details 

07482216162 

E:kmgardencare@hotmail.com 


OAKTREETREE SERVICES 

Covers all aspects of tree surgery, 
grass cutting and hedges. Garden 
clearances, turfing and fencing 

07427 060382 


Landywood Tree & Landscaping Services 


All garden work, tree felling/lopping, 
1 pruning, hedges trimmed, turf, 
patios, fencing, block-paving etc. 
_ mvw.landywoodlaiidscapiiig.co.uk 


01922898710 / 07973177 976 


House Clearances 


A1 HOUSE 
CLEARANCE 

Full, part and single 
rubbish removed. 

Garage and sheds cleared. 
Leather 3 piece suites and 
leather chesterfields wanted. 

01922 492007 


ALL ROUND 
CLEARANCE 

Professional family run business 
House clearances full or part, 
also garages, sheds etc. 
Telephone Kev 

07794 912844 


A ABSOLUTE BEST cash price paid 
for house clearances and bereave¬ 
ments. Also removals undertaken. 

07852 172641 / 07710 360327 / 
01902 534021 

HARVEYS HOUSE CLEARANCES 

Quick, discreet and professional. 
07939 421862/01902 410433 


Kitchen Fitters 


THE KITCHEN FITTER Over 20 
years experience. Call 07881 
654757 or 01543 373233. 



Painters/ 

\ 

v 

Decorators 



C I PAINTING & DECORATING 

Over 30 yrs experience.City & 
Guilds approved. Free Quotes. 
07913 732756 or 01902 650716. 


ADMJ 


Decorating & Maintenance 
City and Guilds. No Job Too Small. 
OAP Discounts 
FREE QUOTES 

07855 957935 01902 630028 


Plans Prepared 


ADAM DESIGN, Building Plans. 
Drawn and submitted to council. 
Tel: 01902 620200 / 07841 654037. 
Email: adamdesign@sky.com 

BUILDING Plans: Prepared/sub¬ 
mitted. K J Bradley 01902 373248 
07792 165767. www.plans4u.co.uk 


MINT PLASTERING 

For the very best in plastering and rendering, 
full rooms inc materials from 110. Halls, 
stairs and landings from 200 

30 years experience. 

Free quotes. All work guaranteed 

01543 327130/07519 694516 


D&C PLASTERING AND RENDER¬ 
ING Fast, clean, reliable service. 
Also building work. Free Quotes 
07793 747829 or 01543 300444. 


Plumbing & Heating 

V_ 


A.A HEATING & PLUMBING All gas 

work. Install/ Service/ Repair. Ree 
quotes call: 07540 950588. 

A RELIABLE PLUMBER No job too 

small. No call out fee. Call Lee: 
07713 149278 / 01902 330351. 


PLUMBING WORK UNDERTAKEN 

No job too small or large. Call or text 
Will free quotes on: 07521 411108. 


Removals 


A DJ REMOVALS/ house clear¬ 
ance/single item. Budget rates/reli¬ 
able. 01902 652346 /07912 980177 

CALL DEAN NOW: For all your 
Removal needs. 07429 453209/ 
01902 830870 / 01384 940260. 


KT HOUSE REMOVALS 

13 years experience. 

SINGLE ITEMS TO FULL LOADS. 
LOCAL OR DISTANCE. FULLY INSURED. 

Free Quotes - Call Ric on: 

07771 727119 


KC REMOVALS We beat any quote, 
full or part loads, all areas. 
considered. Call on 078671 


H COOPER & SON 
LANDSCAPING 

WE CAN TRANSFORM OR MAINTAIN YOUR GARDEN 

• Garden Walls • Turfing 

• Patios • General Gardening 

• Fencing N0 job TOO SMALL 

For high quality jobs done with pride and at a very fair price. 

Call: 07904 929632 


Roofing 


M 


ROOFING 
& GUTTERING 

main, flat, felt, firestone 
rubber, fibreglass, all 
repointing, fascias, soffits, 
gutters. Free quotes. All 
quotes beaten. 8am-8pm. 
01902 722447 


MASONS R00FW0RKS 

A SMALL COMPANY WHO 
DO NOT USE CONTRACTORS. 
GUTTERS CLEANED OUT 
FROM £60 

Ridge Tiles Re-bedded/pointed 
New and Flat Roofs. 
Gutters and Fascias 
All aspects of Roofing undertaken. 
Free quotes. 

All Work Guaranteed. 

01922 278012 
0800 6890932 


^Jtfnes^s Property^ 


Maintenance 

Specialists in all types of Roofing 

Firestone Rubber Cover • Flat Roofs 
Leaking Roofs • UPVC Fascias, Soffits & Cladding 
Chimney repairs • Slates/Tiling Fully insured 


We are a Family run business 

FREE 0800 1910248 
quotes 07867 842091 

BASED IN WILLENHALL 
office@jonesspropertymainteiiaiice.co.ul 


Skip Hire 


WOLVERHAMPTON 

SKIP HIRE 

MINI, MIDI 

& 

BUILDERS SKIPS 
WITH DOORS 

Established 26 years 

Call: 

01902 722876 


A absolute affordable skip 

RUSSELL 

SKIPSO 

Mini, midi skips 
Prompt delivery / collection 
(0121) 520 3388 / 07721 387990 



Recycling services 

01902 459667 
0121 558 2120 
01543 500 599 


GOLDSHILL SKIP & 
SELF DELIVERIES 

BRING YOUR WASTE TO US 

(any size vehicle) 

General, green, wood (can work out 
cheaper than a skip) 

OR 

HIRE A SKIP FROM US - 

Phone for prices 

0121 557 3346 

82 Pikehelve Street, 

West Bromwich, B70 OTU 



Pets & 

L Animals 


isaaa 


ALL READERS are advised to 
check if Horses, Donkeys or Ponies 
have the required Passport infor¬ 
mation, this is a legal requirement. 



NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS 

Advertisers must ensure that 
they meet all necessary legal 
requirements for owning and using 
guns. 


GREYHOUNDS MAKE 
WONDERFUL PETS 

All neutered, innoculated 
and microchipped. 

Call 01902 291080 or visit 
www.gtwolverhampton.co.uk 
Greyhound Trust Wolverhampton 
@gtwolverhampton 


GREYHOUNDS MAKE 
WONDERFUL PETS 

All neutered, innoculated 
and microchipped. 

Call 01902 291080 or visit 
www.gtwolverhampton.co.uk 
Greyhound Trust Wolverhampton 
@gtwolverhampton 


□ 
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L? rC 

>perty 




NOTICE TO READERS 

It is an offence under the Accom¬ 
modation Agencies Act 1953, for an 
Agency to charge a fee simply for 
the registration of your require¬ 
ments and/or supplying particulars 
of premises to let. 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments/contracts. 


J9 

Accommodation 


NO DEPOSIT 

★MOVE IN TODAY* 

Studios 
from £90pw* 
Rooms 
from £65 pw* 

*lncludes Most Bills 

CHECK WEBSITE FOR LIVE LIST 


CWSLSSUSiH] 

J9accommodation.com 


LARGE SELF contained flat, Hed- 
nesford, carpets, full CH. Ring for 
details 07909 775843. 



NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments. 


Properties Wanted 


Yes/cedb 


HOMEBUYERS 


We will buy your house fast! 

Free Valuation? Yes/ Any House? Yes! 
Fast Sale? Yes/ Any Location? Yes/ 

No Fees 7 Yes/ Any Condition? Yes/ 
FREE, GUARANTEED, instant offer today! 


Call 01922 235 885 


or text "Cash" to 66777 
ye5homebuyer5.com 


Home Cash Buyer 

Sell today, sign today, complete when u wish 

£££ RENT BACK OPTIONS £££ 


Houses/Land Required 

We also buy Commercial Property 

Ring Paul 24/7 Local 07870 341 089 

Sandwell area: Call 0121 696 4154 
Walsall & Cannock area: Call 01922 432049 
Wolverhampton: Call 01902 489901 
www.homecashbuyer.co.uk 




EXPERIENCED BRICKLAYERS & 
LABOURERS with CSCS cards, 
Walsall town centre. 07971 206417 



HGV 2 DRIVER required for 26 
tonne refrigerated vehicle. Min 2 
yearsexperience. Full time. Nights 
out.Walsall area. £11.75 p.h. Tel 
07765231994 or 01922 495965 



SUPPORT WORKERS required 
weekend days and nights. 
DBS essential. Walsall area. 
Tel 01902 411890 



PRODUCTION ASSISTANT 

required for Bloxwich based food 
manufacturer. Hours Monday to 
Thursday 7am-4pm, Friday 7am- 
1pm. Telephone 01922 711116 to 
arrange an interview. 



MONDAY 

TUESDAY 

WEDNESDAY 

JOBSDAY 

Every Thursday our special jobs 
section is packed with the week’s 
latest vacancies. 


V 




c Vtn* 















































































































































































The Chronicle Thursday, August 23, 2018 


“Classified Ads 


01902 317878 | bookanad.expressandstar.co.uk 


Star Employment 


Star Employment Services are currently 
recruiting for the following permanent positions: 

• Business Development Manager 

West Bromwich 
£25,000pa 

• 2 x Internal Call & Counter Specialist 

West Bromwich 
£25,000pa 

• 2 x HGV Technician (Afternoon shift) 
Wolverhampton 

£31,OOOpa 

• Technician (Late Shift) 

Birmingham 

£24,000pa 

• Field Sales 
Stourbridge 
£25,000 - £30,000pa 

• Slitting Setter/Operator 
Brierley Hill 

£18,720pa 

• Toolmaker 
West Bromwich 
£25,000 - £30, OOOpa 

• Maintenance Engineer - 
Wolverhampton 

£25,000 - £33, OOOpa 

• Grinder 
Wednesbury 
£21,000-£27, OOOpa 

• Miller 
Wednesbury 
£21,000 - £27, OOOpa 

• Maintenance Engineer 
Wednesbury 

£25,000 - £30, OOOpa 

• Finnish Speaking Sales Person - 

Stafford 

£18,000-£24, OOOpa 

• Injection Mould Tool Designer - 

Dudley 

£30,000 - £38, OOOpa 

• Junior Mechanical Engineer - 

Walsall 

£18,720 - £20,800pa 

• Telesales Executive 

Telford 

£16,000-£18, OOOpa 

• Field Sales 

Telford/ Shrewsbury 
£20,OOOpa 


To apply for any of the above positions contact 

01902 319333 

or email CV to 

jobs@staremploymentservices.co.uk 


Star Employment < 


Star Employment Services are currently 
recruiting for the following temporary positions: 

• Production Operative 
£8.00 per hour - Halesowen 

• Team Leader 

£23,500 per annum - Halesowen 

• CNC Operators 

Wolverhampton - £7.83 per hour - £8.30 per hour 

• Customer Support Coordinator 
Wolverhampton - £18,000 per annum 

• Foundry Operative 
Cradley Heath - £7.70 per hour 

• Maintenance Engineer 
Cradley Heath - £13.00 - £14.00 per hour 

• Bonding Labourer Days 
Cannock - £17,000 - £18,000 per annum 

• Team Leaders Nights 
Cannock - £9.00 per annum 

• Trainee Tig Welder 
Cannock - £7.60 - £8.00 per hour 

• Trainee Press Brake Setter Operator 
Cannock - £7.83 - £8.00 per hour. 


For further information please visit our website 
www.staremploymentservices.co.uk 
Or to apply for any positions please call 

01902 319333 

or email CV to 

jobs@staremploymentservices.co.uk 




A 


Motoring 


HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica- 


MUST BE SEEN 


BMW 318 DIESEL 

2010, 117,000 miles 
Colour blue 
Cat D 

£2,700. 

07440 741733. 



NISSA MICRA 
1.6 SPORT CONVERTIBLE. 

2007. 

10 months MoT. 

Red, 70,000 miles, 
two lady owners, 
good condition well maintained. 

£1,625. 

Tel: 07710 638859 / 07972 
418222. 

immm 



BMW 3181 SE TOURING 
ESTATE 

52 reg. 

Full MoT. 

S/H. Full leather. 
Excellent inside and out. 
Drives superb. 

First to see will buy. 
£995. 

07791 113080. 


LOOK 

VAUXHALL VECTRA 
ESTATE 

04 reg. 

Spares or repair. 

£275. 

07402 213503. After 4.30pm. 


IMMACULATE 


SUZUKI TL1000S 

1997. 

Red. 

14,000 miles. 
Mint. 
£3,250. 

07966 659958. 


A1 SF RECOVERY 

SCRAP CARS WANTED 
£100 Minimum Guaranteed 

paid for complete cars 
Collection 7 days a week 

07813 184611 


mainline.* 

Salvage & Recovery 

SCRAP CARS WANTED 
FREE COLLECTION 
TOP PRICES PAID 

Fully Licensed • C.O.D Issued 
No Fines • No Comebacks 

1000’s of vehicle parts in stock 
01902 871111 • 07772 240819 
07895 346811 

www.mainlinesalvage.co.uk 


MCB 

TOP PRICES PAID FOR 
ALL SCRAP CARS, 
VANS, BIKES, CLASSICS 

Tel: 01902 408176 

1000’s of parts 
available at all times 

M0NM0RE RD. WV1 2TZ 


OUR ADVERTISERS are reminded 
that it is an offence under the Scrap 
Metal Dealers Act 2013 to buy 
scrap cars/metal for cash. 



Clutches/Brakes/ 

Gearboxes 


WEST MIDS TRANSMISSIONS 

Reconditioned Gearboxes and 
Clutch Change. 07710 429803 


Number Plates 


B057 TAP 

PLUMBERS MARKETING 
NUMBER PLATE 

Available for immediate 
transfer. 

Take your business to the next 
level for only. 

Offers. 

07450 861956. 



□ 


Local 

Information 


DOROTHY MARGARET 
HOLLOWAY (Deceased) 

Pursuant to the Trustee Act 1925 any persons 
having a claim against or an interest in the 
Estate of the aforementioned deceased, late of 
Lloyd House 36a New Road Brownhills Walsall 
West Midlands WS8 6AT, who died on 
30/03/2018, are required to send particulars 
thereof in writing to the undersigned Solicitors 
on or before 26/10/2018, after which date the 
Estate will be distributed having regard only to 
claims and interests of which they have had 
notice. 

ENOCH EVANS LLP 

St Paul’s Chambers 6-9 Hatherton Road 
Walsall WS1 1XS T537694 


DALLAS 


Vo*\ here, 


wt Tippers^ 
Wm Flats m 
D ropsides 




Crew 

m ■ Refrige rated " 
Minibus 


13A , Woden Road West, Wednesbury, WS10 7SF 
www.dallas-hire.co.uk Tel: 0121 647 7112 


WALSALL COUNCIL, PLANNING, ENGINEERING AND TRANSPORTATION 

Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended) Planning (Listed Buildings and 
Conservation Areas) act 1990 Development Management Procedure Order 2015 (as 
amended) 

The below applications have been made to the Walsall Council. Applications can 
be viewed at First Stop Shop, Civic Centre, Walsall or online www.walsall.gov.uk/ 
planning. Representations can be made online, email: planningservices@walsall. 
gov.uk or in writing to Head of Planning, Engineering and Transportation, Civic 
Centre, Darwall Street, Walsall, WS1 1DG. Please note: Your letter and personal 
details will form part of the planning file which is a public document and will be 
available for inspection at the Council Offices. The information may be released as 
part of a request under the Freedom of Information Act. 

Deadline for comments on or before: 06-Sep-1018 

APP NO: 18/0952 BY: Mr Cooper FOR: SINGLE STOREY DETACHED GARAGE AT: 1, 
NODDY PARK ROAD, ALDRIDGE, WALSALL, WS9 8NQ 

APP NO: 18/0963 BY:Mr Peter Dhillon FOR: VARIATION OF CONDITION 2 OF PLANNING 
PERMISSION 16/0169 (AS VARIED BY PERMISSION 17/1698) TO INCREASE HEIGHT 
OF ROOF BY 1 METRE TO 9 METRE. AT: LAND BETWEEN 35A AND 37 PORTLAND 
ROAD, ALDRIDGE, WALSALL, WS9 8NU 

APP NO: *18/1035 BY: MR STEVE GOULDBY FOR: DEMOLITION OF EXISTING REAR 
EXTENSION AND PROPOSED TWO STOREY REAR EXTENSION AND PORCH TO FRONT. 
AT: RUSHALL HALL LODGE, LEIGH ROAD, WALSALL, WS4 2DS 
APP NO: 18/0887 BY: MR JAMES FOR: CHANGE OF USE OF GROUND FLOOR OFFICES 
TO PLANNING USE CLASS (A3) RESTAURANT AND INTERNAL ALTERATIONS. 

AT: 29 , BRIDGE STREET, WALSALL, WS1 1 DP 

APP NO: 18/0886 BY: MR JAMES FOR: LISTED BUILDING CONSENT: CHANGE OF 
USE OF GROUND FLOOR OFFICES TO PLANNING USE CLASS (A3) RESTAURANT AND 
INTERNAL ALTERATIONS. 

APP NO: 18/0998 BY:Mr John Russell FOR: RETROSPECTIVE APPLICATION TO 
RETAIN 2 NO. 2.5 X 6M STORAGE CONTAINERS AND OPEN SIDED HAY STORAGE 
STRUCTURE. AT: LAND TO REAR OF 288 LICHFIELD ROAD, WALSALL 
The application marked * does not accord with the provisions of the development 
plan for the area. 




LONELY Ladies, sexy single mums/ 
divorcees looking for male attention/ 


TIMOTHY CARL WILCOCK 
(Deceased) 

Pursuant to the Trustee Act 1925 any 
persons having a claim against or an interest 
in the Estate of the aforementioned 
deceased, late of 3 Daffodil Place Walsall 
WS5 3DX, who died on 11/04/2018, are 
required to send particulars thereof in writing 
to the undersigned Solicitors on or before 
26/10/2018, after which date the Estate will 
be distributed having regard only to claims 
and interests of which they have had notice. 
ENOCH EVANS LLP 
St Paul’s Chambers 6-9 Hatherton Road 
Walsall WS1 1XS T537724 


DAWN MARIE SMITH (aka MARIE 
DAWN SMITH aka MARIE DAWN 
JESSOP) (Deceased) 

Pursuant to the Trustee Act 1925 any persons 
having a claim against or an interest in the Estate of 
the aforementioned deceased, late of 71 Charlotte 
Street Walsall WS1 2BB, who died on 05/01/2018, 
are required to send particulars thereof in writing to 
the undersigned Solicitors on or before 02/11/2018, 
after which date the Estate will be distributed having 
regard only to claims and interests of which they 
have had notice. 

HCB SOLICITORS LTD. 

20 Lichfield Street Walsall 

West Midlands WS1 1TJ T537846 


MID 70’S GENTLEMAN 

Likes to dine out and days out, 
etc, is hoping to find a female 
companion to join him, must 
be a non-smoker and live in 
Cannock area. 

Box Number P21307 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, 

WV1 1ES 


BUY 

LOCAL 


SELL 

LOCAL 

01902317878 



ClassifiedAds 


SELL IT FAST 
SELL IT LOCAL 

Cars, Caravans, Household Goods etc. 

X X- O' 



FOR 6 NIGHTS 

6 nights Free if you do not sell! 

Includes one week online and your local Chronicles 

TELEPHONE - 01902 317878 
ON LINE - bookanad.expressandstar.co.uk 
IN PERSON - At your local Express & Star office 


‘SOURCE: Jicreg 01.10 .2012. Private advertisers only. 


Buy Local, Sell Local 
01902 317878 


ClassifiedAds 
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The all-conquering Walsall side with Archer, centre, front row, as captain 


A Walsall team picture rom 1976. Archer is on the far right end of the front row 



Nick Archer with a framed picture of the 1976 team 



Archer is handed a commemorative bat after a Lord’s win over Chorley 


Archer raises his bat to 
a half-century of service 


NICK ARCHER celebrated countless 
half-centuries during his playing days - 
but it’s doubtful any gave him as much 
pride as his latest one. 

The bat, pads and gloves may have been dis¬ 
carded a few years ago but that hasn’t stopped 
the former Walsall and Staffordshire batsman 
chalking up another milestone. 

Archer, 62, is currently enjoying his 50th season 
of Birmingham League cricket as player and admin¬ 
istrator. 

On the field, he enjoyed a stunning period of suc¬ 
cess with the all-conquering Walsall side of the 80s 
and 90s. He won the Birmingham League title nine 
times skippering the side for five of those and a Na¬ 
tional Knockout success at Lord’s in 1996. 

Meanwhile Staffordshire, under the guidance of 
Archer, were the strongest Minor County side in the 
country at that time. 

And when he decided to end his playing days, he 
took the lead role for the league by becoming general 
manager in 1999. It’s a position he still fills today as 
the league gets set for the biggest shake-up in club 
cricket in 20 years. 

Shake-up 

It all began for Archer as a 13-year-old when he 
made his debut for Walsall’s second team in 1969. 
But, at the time, cricket wasn’t his number one sport, 
rugby was - and he wasn’t bad at that either! 

“I first played in 1969, in the second XI when I was 
13 against Moseley. I batted number 10 and I got 
nought not out,” recalls Archer. “I can’t remember 
the exact circumstances why I played, but I started to 
play more regularly the following year. 

“But I only ever played half-seasons until I was 18 
because I went to Queen Mary’s School in Walsall 
and they scheduled fixtures on a Saturday afternoon. 
I played in the first team for the first time in 1971. 
Then I played a few more in 1972 when we won the 
league.” 

The following year saw Archer play regularly for 
the first team. His promise earned him a call for 
Staffordshire and also attracted the attention of the 
first class counties. But the oval ball still came out 
on top, and there were no thoughts of becoming a 


SPORTING FEATURE 


By Nick Elwell 


It was very enjoyable to play 
in a very good side and to be 
a major cog in it, both as cap¬ 
tain and as a player. 


professional cricketer. “In 1975 I went to Lougbor- 
ough University. I also played rugby for them, so that 
also curtailed my cricket a bit,” he added. “In 1974, 
I didn’t play at all because I was picked to go on tour 
with the England under-19 rugby team. 

“That was a bit of a watershed year for me cricket 
wise, because at that time I’d had invitations to play 
for a couple of county second XIs - Derbyshire and 
Warwickshire - but I couldn’t fulfil them in. Cricket 
was very much a second sport, really, until the early 
80s.” 

As a fly-half or full-back he played for Moseley who, 
with the game an amateur sport, played in the coun¬ 
try’s top division. 

“Looking back, cricket wise, and at what I eventu¬ 
ally did with Minor Counties and Walsall, I have no 
regrets whatsoever.” 

Archer also enjoyed a successful career outside of 
cricket, in advertising and marketing, that eventually 
saw him run David Archer Associates, a company set 
up by his father. And while business was going well, 
the cricket was going even better as Walsall ruled the 
roost locally and Staffordshire nationally. “I won the 
title nine times as a player and I was skipper for five 
of those,” he said. 

“The 90s was a big era of success. We won the title 
in 92, 94, 96, 99 and also beat Chorley in the National 
KO at Lord’s in 96. It was very enjoyable at the time 
to play in a very good side and to be a major cog in 
it, both as captain and as a player. It was a very, very 
strong side and the fact that we won National Knock¬ 
out in 1996 while our first, second and third teams 
all won their leagues, we had a very reasonable claim 


to be the strongest club in the country at that time.” 

Archer played a key role as he accumulated nearly 
11,000 top flight Birmingham League runs - a Wal¬ 
sall record. He claimed a unique double in 1989 as he 
finished top of the league and Minor Counties batting 
averages. 

Not surprisingly, the appearances at the home of 
cricket are highlights - he also led Staffordshire out 
there in 91, 92 and 93, missing out on three succes¬ 
sive Minor County Championship and KO doubles 
when they lost to Devon in 92. 

But he has played against some of the world’s best 
down the years, and two encounters with West Indies 
fast bowlers Sylvester Clarke and Malcolm Marshall 
while on duty with Staffs stand out. 

“I opened with Steve Dean for Staffs against Sur¬ 
rey. Deany used to run to the wicket to make sure he 
took the first ball and I was quite happy to let him do 
it with Clarke bowling. 

Opening 

“We ran a three off the first ball. Clarke’s opening 
spell was six overs and I faced five overs and five balls 
of of it! I ended up scoring 45 as a makeshift opener 
with Dickie Bird umpiring, which was an experience 
in itself. 

Taking the various Test match players he crossed 
swords with out of the equation, three players stand 
out for Archer during his playing days. 

“The two outstanding batters for me were Steve 
Dean and Roy Virgin at Walsall,” he adds. “Roy came 
to Walsall straight from county cricket and he was 
a real gnarled ex-pro. He taught more about batting 
than anyone else. 

“Ability wise, Deany was as good a batsman as I 
have ever played with and Keith Arnold was the best 
bowler I played with. They played in same team for 
nine to 10 years which was the bedrock of our suc¬ 
cess.” 

Archer decided to call time on his league career 
when the league came calling with the offer of a 
general manger role. He helped smooth the league’s 
expansion that saw promotion and relegation intro¬ 
duced and eventually saw it go from one division to 
four. And now he is ready to oversee another revamp 
that will see the league cut to two divisions next sea¬ 
son. 


Trampolinists spring 
into action for contest 

THE 2018 Trampoline, Tumbling & DMT British Championships springs 
into action at Arena Birmingham next month. 

Spectators can witness the return of history-making Olympic silver 
medal trampolinist Bryony Page on home soil, as she takes on stiff compe¬ 
tition from world team bronze medallists Laura Gallagher and Kat Driscoll. 
Nathan Bailey and Luke Strong will go head-to- head for the men’s senior 
trampoline crown, while disability trampoline gymnasts will also perform 
exhilarating routines in a bid for medals. 

The senior tumbling teams will be led by 2018 European champion Lucie 
Colebeck, and her team-mates Yasmin Taite, Kristof Willerton, Greg Town- 
ley and Elliott Browne. 

DMT gymnasts in action include newly-crowned Junior European team 
champions and individual senior gold medallist Kirsty Way. 

The competition takes place on September 22 and 23. Tickets are on sale 
now via www.theticketfactory.com or by calling 0844 33 88 222. 


Soap stars line up 
for charity match 

CELEBRITIES from some of the nation’s most popular soap operas will 
lace up their boots for a charity football match in Walsall. 

Stars from Emmerdale, Hollyoaks and Coronation Street will line up on 
Sunday at Rushall Olympic against The Midcounties Co-operative, which 
organised the event. 

Soap stars taking part include Ashley Taylor-Dawson and Jacob Roberts, 
better known as Darren Osborne and Damon Kinsella from Hollyoaks, Alan 
Halsall who plays Tyrone Dobbs in Coronation Street, and Anthony Quin¬ 
lan, aka Pete Barton in Emmerdale. Fans can meet and greet the stars at 
the end. 

Money raised will go towards local charities including sexual exploitation 
prevention charity Street Teams, Alzheimer’s support groups ALZ Cafe and 
Monthly Alzheimer’s Support Evenings as well as blind and sight loss sup¬ 
port centre, Beacon Vision. Kick off is 2pm and entry is £8 adults, £5 chil¬ 
dren with family discounts available. Details and tickets on 07508 398092. 


Trio net their place in 
national tournament 

THREE Wolverhampton athletes have netted a call-up for the Severn Stars 
squad at the School Games at netball. 

The School Games are a national multi-sport event for the UK’s most 
talented school-age athletes and take place at Loughborough University 
from August 30 to September 2. 

All three girls are 15 and attend Wolverhampton Girls High. They are 
twins sisters Halee and Rudee Robinson, who play for Yendys Netball Club, 
and team-mate Lucy Toor, who also represents Wasps Netball Club. 

More than 1,400 athletes will compete across 11 sports, five of which 
disability disciplines. The Wolverhampton trio will follow in the footsteps 
of some of Britain’s biggest sporting stars who have competed at the event 
before going on to senior international success. 

Previous competitors include Paralympic champions Hannah Cockroft, 
Elbe Simmonds and Jonnie Peacock, Olympic champion Adam Peaty, hep- 
tathlete Katarina Johnson-Thompson and sprinter Adam Gemili. 
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Hard fought 
win to keep 
perfect start 

Wellington Amateurs 0 
Darlaston Town (1874) 1 

DARLASTON maintained their 100 
per cent start to the season with a hard 
fought win in Shropshire. 

Darlaston opened the game full of 
confidence, Daniel Bolzon failing to con¬ 
vert with a 15 yard shot. The tone of the 
game was set in the opening 10 minutes, 
the home side conceding seven free kicks 
in a scrappy opening. 

The visitors were denied a penalty on 
15 minutes when Bolzon burst into the 
box but the referee was the only person 
in the ground who saw Adam Vernon’s 
tackle as fair. 

As the pressure mounted on the 
home goal the visitors took the lead in 
the 17th minute following an excellent 
four-man move. Overlapping full back 
Sam Causton and Noah Diallo combined 
down the right flank, Diallo passed inside 
to Leon Taylor who turned his marker 
and laid the ball off to Bolzon who scored 
his first goal for the club driving the ball 
under keeper Scott Hoof from 12 yards. 

Steve Faux, for Wellington, hit the bar 
on 38 minutes with keeper Liam Whit¬ 
taker stranded. 

As the second half progressed, the 
home side pushed forward and were 
impressive with Justin Worthington 
and Vernon putting the visitors under 
pressure with several pin point 40 yard 
passes. 

However, despite a glaring miss to 
equalise on 77 minutes with Faux hitting 
the bar from three yards out, Darlaston 
held on for the win. 

Pics have to dig in 
for first victory of 
season at St Neots 

RUSHALL Olympic won for the first 
time this season, making it three games 
unbeaten with a hard-fought 1-0 win at 
St Neots Town. 

Danny Waldron’s third goal in three 
games proved the difference. It was a 
battling performance from the Pics with 
most of the action coming in the first 
half. 

Both sides had chances to go in front 
and the hard-working Justin Richards 
went close to breaking the deadlock 
when he dragged a shot wide and then 
lobbed just over the bar. 

The deadlock was broken eight min¬ 
utes into the second half when Waldron 
shot home from the corner of the penalty 
area. 

The Pics comfortably saw the game 
out for the remainder of the season and 
celebrated a hard fought victory. 

“I felt that we were much better col¬ 
lectively,” said manager, Liam McDon¬ 
ald. “It was the best performance of our 
three so far and we deserved the victory. 

“We played with the energy and tempo 
that we had been previously lacking and 
restricted our hosts to limited chances.” 


Rider Josh not racing ahead of himself 


IT’S a case of steady as she goes for Josh 
Langman, who is determined not to get too 
carried away despite being in the top three 
of a club racing championship in just his 
first campaign. 

The 27-year-old is fulfilling a life-long 
ambition of competing in the Thundersport 
GB class and has taken to the motorsport 
like a duck to water. 

After entering the CB500 series, in the 
Josh Langham freshman class, following advice from his 



father and race organisers - mainly be¬ 
cause it was the most economical class to 
enter - the Cheslyn Hay ace has found he 
is capable of not just running at the front 
end, but also winning races. 

But rather than having lofty ambitions 
of world domination, Langman, who works 
in general maintenance at Birmingham 
Airport, is instead taking each race as it 
comes. 

“I’ve always owned bikes and my dad is 


the Chairman of the North Staffordshire 
BSA club” said Josh. 

“I started riding a bike when I was about 
11-12. My first bike was a BSA Bantam and 
I learnt to ride at BSA camps and on fields. 
I still own it! 

“I passed my bike test as soon as I could. 
I turned 17 in the June and then passed 
in the July - I had my bike licence before 
my car licence. My dad, Arthur, has always 
helped me out when he can.” 


STRIKEFORCE 
JOY FOR BOSS 


Keeper Jamie in ‘dream move’ 



Jamie Pardington signing for Wolves with academy goalkeeping coach Aled Williams 


BOSS Dean Keates hailed the 
work-rate of strikers Morgan 
Ferrier and Andy Cook after 
Walsall continued their flying 
start to the season by beating 
Gillingham. 

A sensational Ferrier goal together 
with a sublime Isaiah Osbourne strike 
saw the Saddlers secure a 2-1 win over 
Steve Lovell’s side on Saturday. 

Despite impressive displays throughout the 
squad, it’s the performances of Ferrier and Cook 
that have really got fans excited with the duo 
having already struck up a promising partner¬ 
ship. 

And Keates believes the duo - who were both 
signed from non-league in the summer - are get¬ 
ting their rewards for the hard work they put in. 

“I signed Morgan because I knew what his 
strengths were and what he’s about,” Keates 
said. “I’m a firm believer that if you put the hard 
work in, you get the rewards. And Morgan puts 
the hard work in,” said Keates. “He gets a pat on 
the back. And with Cookie, he does parts of the 
game that people often don’t pick up on. He is a 
battering ram. 

“He puts his body on the line, he wins headers, 
he’s getting smashed everywhere. But he is doing 
that for the team.” 

Keates said he won’t get carried away and will 
do everything in his power to keep those around 
him grounded. 

But Dean Keates still used the word ‘revital¬ 
ised’ when speaking post-match following this 
victory over Gillingham. 

And that’s because, in the space of a few short 
months, the Saddlers boss has completely trans¬ 
formed this team. 

Three games into the League One season, no¬ 
body wants to get ahead of themselves. After all, 
in football nothing is ever achieved in the month 
of August. 

But this Saddlers side is a world away from the 
one that ended the previous campaign. 


NEW teenage signing Jamie Pardington has 
spoken of his ‘dream come true’ having signed 
for Wolves from non-league outfit Rushall 
Olympic. The 18-year-old shot-stopper was 
snapped up by Wolves after completing pre-sea- 
son with their Under-18s over the summer. 

He has been tipped for success by his for¬ 
mer boss Mike Dunn who coaches Rushall’s 
Under-18s and Under-23s. Pardington, from 


Aldridge, said: “This is a dream come true for 
me. I have been waiting for this my whole life. I 
always wanted to be a footballer since I started 
playing when I was seven. 

“It was quite a shock when I completed my 
signing. The hard work comes now.” Parding¬ 
ton has penned a one year deal and played his 
first game on Saturday August 12, for the Un- 
der-18s where Wolves lost 3-2 against Everton. 


Walsall are 
back in fight 
to avoid drop 

WOLVERHAMPTON closed the gap at 
the bottom of the Birmingham League 
Premier, dragging Walsall into the battle 
to avoid the drop. 

A narrow four-run victory over Dor- 
ridge means Wolverhampton are now 
just eight points adrift of their Black 
Country rivals, who lost by six wickets 
to Berkswell. 

Trevor Keen top scored for Walsall 
with 43 in their total of 174 at Berkswell 
with Sadaf Hussein taking 4-19 for the 
2016 title winners. Berkswell eased 
home with 45 from Tom Lewis and an 
unbeaten 40 from Chris Whittock. Sam 
Mills was the most successful bowler for 
Walsall with 3-40. 

Will Cook (78) and Dan Bassett (26) 
were the only two Wombourne batsmen 
to reach double figures at Streetly in divi¬ 
sion two and their efforts, with the help 
of 43 extras, took them to 161 all out. 
Six batsmen failed to score as Moham¬ 
med Hassan (4-45), Sagar Mangalorkar 
(3-20) and Akbar Ahmed (3-22) held the 
upper hand before Neil Curtis (60) and 
Imran Qadir (52) steered Streetly to a 
comfortable six-wicket victory. 

Rugby earned a four-wicket victory at 
The Bush in division three, after chasing 
down Pelsall’s total of 193. Keith Moody 
held the Pelsall innings together with 56 
as Matt Ewer (3-29) took early wickets. 
Lee Golding chipped in with 3-35 but the 
match-winners for Rugby were Michael 
Hughes (59 not out) and Henry Wilkins 
(43 not out) who came together at 132-6 
to take Rugby to a win. 

Rugby players will 
kick off on 4G pitch 

WALSALL Rugby Club will start the 
new season on a new, all-weather, 4G 
pitch at Delves Road. 

The RFU funded project has seen the 
impressive facility being prepared and 
completed within three months. The 
Walsall squad have been training hard 
since late June and have already been 
involved in some practice matches with 
Wynondham, from Norfolk, arriving to 
play on the new pitch this Saturday. 

New players are welcomed to attend 
the Tuesday and Thursday evening 
training sessions with Junior players 
starting their training on Sunday morn¬ 
ings at the start of September. 


★★★ 


NEWSPAPERS 
SUPPORT 
RECYCLING 
The recycled 
content 

of newspapers in 
2017 was 64.6% 


The Chronicle, a Midland News 
Association Ltd publication, printed by 
the company at Ketley, Telford. 
Thursday, August 23, 2018 
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FINAL CLEARANCE OF BANKRUPT STOCK 

NIGHT SALE FRIDAY 24TH AUGUST 7pm-10pm 

NO SENSIBLE OFFERS REFUSED. EVERYTHING MUST GO TO MAKE 
SPACE FOR MORE GREAT FACTORY CLEARANCE STOCK. 

100 Room Sizes £40 each I 80% Wool Full Rolls £4 sq mtr 


4 x 4mtr to 6 x 5 mts 


Box Bedroom End £5 each 


Flooring Liquidation Company Ltd 

Unit 4A Martindale, 
Hawks Green, 
Cannock 

(former CRS building) 

01543 431321 
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College 


ENROL NOW 


Apprenticeships • Part time courses 
Full time courses for adults and school leavers 
Continuous professional development 
Courses to get you ready for work • University level courses 


Check website for enrolment dates and times 
W 01922 657000 B www.walsallcollege.ac.uk 
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ENROLMENT DATES at Wisemore and Green Lane Campuses 


Thursday 23rd August • 10am - 7pm 
Friday 24th August • 10am - 4pm 
Tuesday 28th August • 10am - 7pm 
Wednesday 29th August • 10am - 7pm 
Thursday 30th August • 10am - 7pm 


Friday 31st September • 10am - 4pm 
Saturday 1st September • 10am - 2pm 
Monday 3rd September • 10am - 7pm 
Tuesday 4th September • 10am - 7pm 
Wednesday 5th September • 10am - 7pm 


Thursday 6th September • 10am - 7pm 
Friday 7th September • 10am - 4pm 
Saturday 8th September • 10am - 2pm 


Walsall Collegi 


Please check our website to see what you need to bring along to enrol • www.walsallcollege.ac.uk or call 01922 657000 
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"A month after finishing the Level 3 Acting course I 
got my first big break with a part in the BBC show, 
Doctors, which is watched by millions." 
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Sunjay Midda 

Former Level 3 in Performing Arts student, now on octor in Doctors 


"The college will help you to achieve your goals 
no matter how big they seem, and also provide 
continuous advice and support with gaining your 
qualification" ^ 

Tom Jarratt 

Former Advanced Apprentice in Vehicle Maintenance and Repair, 
now working for West Midlands Fire Service os a mechanic 


ED 


University level courses 



"The college have been so supportive with my 
journey, I feel inspired and full of confidence." 

Taylor Bird 

Studied Achieving Together, Levels Z - 6 
Art and Photography 


WALSALL COLLEGE... SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE 


Are you an adult learner returning to education? We have financial support that can assist you... 


Your course could be 
FREE if you are earning 
below £15,736.50 gross 
salary per year 

*This is for learning up to and induding 
level 2 for employees. You will be assessed 
for eligibility and will need to provide 
evidence of salary. 



Advanced Learner Loan 


Learn now. Pay later. 
With an Advanced 
Learner Loan 


If you are aged 19 or over and want to study an 
access to higher education diploma or an eligible 
level 3 or 4 certificate or diploma, you could be 
entitled to the Advanced Learner Loan. 

Repayments start once you start earning over £25,000 a 
year. If you are studying an access to higher education 
diploma and you go on to successfully complete a higher 
education course, you don’t pay back the access loan. 


Find out more 
Visit www.walsallcollege.ac.uk/advanced- 
learner-loans or call 01922 657000. 


Want to boost your earning potential? On a low 
income? Considering returning to work? 

Get up to £4065* to grow your skills and increase 
your earning potential 


West Midlands 

Combined Authority 


Business and professional services are 
one of the largest employment sectors 

2800 construction jobs needed 
in the region each year 

182,000 skilled people needed 
in the UK by 2022 



Thousands of jobs are coming into the region, to help you 
compete, subsidies are available to fund the following Level 
3 courses: 

• Diploma in Plumbing Studies 

• Diploma in Administration (Business Professional) 

• Diploma in Electrical Installations (Buildings and Structures) 

• Diploma in Engineering 



The Career Learning Pilot provides subsidies towards Level 3/4 courses. 
Dependant on individual courses 


Find out more, email info@walsallcollege.ac.uk 
or call 01922 657000 


FREE DISTANCE 
LEARNING COURSES 

We have free care courses available as flexible 
learning programmes, allowing you to study 
from home in you own time. 

• No requirement to attend college 

• Flexible, distance learning 

• Regular telephone tutorials from a tutor 

• Inductions can be delivered to individuals/ 
groups in the workplace. 

Find out more, visit walsallcollege.ac.uk 
or call 01922 657000 



*FREE ESOL (English 
language) courses 
for learners aged 19+ 

*lf you are working and earning 
below £15,736.50 gross salary 
per year. You will be assessed for 
eligibility and will need to provide 
evidence of salary. 
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NOW 


Talk English 


ENROLMENT DATES at Hawbush and Whitehall Campuses 


Hawbush 

Thursday 23rd August • 10am - 7pm 
Friday 24th August • 10am - 3pm 
Tuesday 28th August • 10am - 7pm 
Wednesday 29th August • 10am - 3pm 


Thursday 30th August • 10am - 3pm 
Friday 31st September • 10am - 3pm 
Saturday 1st September • 10am - 3pm 
Thursday 6th September • 10am - 3pm 
Friday 7th September • 10am - 3pm 


Whitehall 

Monday 3rd September • 10am - 3pm 
Tuesday 4th September • 10am - 3pm 
Wednesday 5th September • 10am - 3pm 


WACC • 

Part of $ 

Walsall College M 


Please check our website to see what you need to bring along to enrol • www.walsallcollege.ac.uk or call 01922 663000 


"The course is great because the teachers are very professional and give a 
lot of support. I like the learning environment as well, because you have the 
opportunity to meet all kinds of people and make good friends." 


"The course has helped me to grow in confidence, develop my communication 
skills and prepare for an access course, where I felt I was not ready. It has also 
allowed me to build friendships, open up about challenges, as well as being able 
to learn in safe environment." 


Neusa Pratas 

Currently studying Level 1 ESOL and Community Interpreting 


Keleigh Milbourne 

Currently studying Pre-occess to Health 


Accounting, Art & Design, Automotive, Beauty, Built Environment, Business, Childcare and Early Years, Construction Trades/Services, Community 
Interpretation, Computing/ICT, Education and Training, Employability, English, Maths, Engineering, ESOL, Fashion, Functional Skills, GCSE retakes. 
Graphic Design, Flairdressing, Flealth & Social Care, FHospitality and Catering, Florticulture and Gardening, Jewellery Making, Law, Music, Performing 
Arts/Dance, Photography/Media, Public Services, Science, Supported Learning, Travel and Tourism 


3 Queen Street, Moxley WS10 8TA 
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TALK 


ENGLISH 


COURSES 


Want help getting back to work? 

Our FREE two part programme delivered at various 
sites can help you make the best of your skills and get 
you ready for work! 

Part 1: We can offer you individualised help with: 

• Recognising your skills and building on them 

• Interview practice 

• Understanding Equality & Diversity 

• Building confidence 

• Improving your CV 

• Support with online universal credit 

Part 2: Build on or learn new skills to get you work 
ready! Choose a specific area such as child care, 
business and adminstration and more! 


For full details call 01922 663000 or 
email waccguidance@walsallcollege.ac.uk 


Improve your 
language skills 

If you are an adult and English is your 
second language, come to Walsall College 
to learn and improve your English. 

Courses are running until March 2019 at 

Whitehall Campus on 
Tuesdays 10am - 12pm 

Aaina Women's Centre on 
Thursdays 1pm - 3pm 

You can also volunteer to 
become an ESOL tutor. 

To find out more call 01922 663000 or 
email gbhucher@walsallcollege.ac.uk 


FREE courses held at the 
Moxley Peoples Centre 
South Darlaston 


Looking to learn new skills or make 
yourself more employable? 

We are running FREE courses in Flealth and Social 
Care, Child Care, Beauty, IT, Preparing to Work in 
Schools, Life in the UK, Retail and more! We are 
also running a weekly Job Club offering: 

• Careers advice and guidance 

• Help with completing CVs 

• Help with job application forms 

• Interview preparation 

Visit walsallcollege.ac.uk to apply for the 
courses or for more information call: 

Deb/Natalie 07825 912500 
Kate 07766 008318 
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ENROL NOW 


Adult and Community Learning 
Part time courses • Full time courses 
Courses to get you ready for work 

Check website for enrolment dates and times 
W 01922 663000 Q www.walsallcollege.ac.uk 





